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gentleman that has spoken on behalf of
those Native Americans that actually
are real tribes by definition that exists
within statute and within the tradition
of law, have no solution for the res-
ervation system that we have. They en-
vision it the same 100 years from now
as it is today. And so we see the rep-
lication of pathologies from reserva-
tion to reservation and not the oppor-
tunities.

I would have supported the Dawes
Act however many years ago.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
time of the gentleman has expired.

The

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. I
yield the gentleman 1 additional
minute.

Mr. KING of Iowa. I thank the gen-
tleman, and I'd just make this point.
When I read the material on this com-
ing back up again, and I so appreciate
Mr. ABERCROMBIE’s work, and I know
his heart and his head are in this. This
is in a verbatim email that I wrote up
to my staff, and it goes this way.

This bill makes a resounding state-
ment that even Native Hawaiians can’t
be assimilated into a Western society. I
disagree. It is a fundamental statement
that goes to the heart of what it means
to be an American. If, after all these
years, Native Hawaiians have to be
tribalized in order to function in a
modern society, all Americans then
must, by the identical logic, be Bal-
kanized.

Mr. Speaker, the philosophy is wrong
underneath this. However good the
thoughts are, Americans should be as-
similated, not subdivided. We should
not be pitted against each other, and
Americans should not have certain as-
sets designated to them because of the
ancestry that they claim. We should be
all Americans under one flag.

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, we're
ready to close when the other side is. Is
the gentleman from Washington ready
to close?

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. If the
gentleman’s the last speaker, then I
am the last speaker on my side. I yield
myself the balance of the time, Mr.
Speaker.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Washington is recognized
for 1 minute.

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, just let me kind of summarize
some of the overreaching debate that
we’ve had here today.

This issue has been around this Con-
gress for over 10 years, and this issue
has had broad support within the State
of Hawaii, Mr. Speaker, for over 10
years. And the underlying bill, before
we will vote on the substitute, the un-
derlying bill has broad support in the
State of Hawaii.

But now we are going to have an
amendment that was not written in
public, and, in fact, as I mentioned in
my earlier remarks, Governor Lingle is
opposed to this approach on this bill,
even though she agrees wholeheartedly
with the issue of recognition for Native
Hawaiians.
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So, Mr. Speaker, I take everybody’s
word that’s involved in this that it will
be worked out to everybody’s satisfac-
tion. But, Mr. Speaker, why should we,
on the floor of the House——

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
time of the gentleman has expired.

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. With
that, Mr. Speaker, I just urge my col-
leagues to vote against the substitute.
I'll talk about that later.

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, I'm very
happy to yield the balance of our time
to the gentleman from Hawaii (Mr.
ABERCROMBIE).

Mr. ABERCROMBIE. Mr. Speaker, 1
want to thank all my colleagues here
today, and I want to thank those espe-
cially who have risen in opposition.
This is what our democracy is all
about. My only regret in extending my
aloha to those who may not feel able to
vote for the bill today is that you have
not had an opportunity, perhaps, to
visit with, to understand, and to com-
prehend what it means to be a Native
Hawaiian.

The

It is, of course, very easy for someone
to say well, how can you do that; you
came from somewhere else.

I was born and raised just outside
Buffalo, New York. I came to Hawaii
some 50 years ago, with statehood,
given the opportunity to go to the Uni-
versity of Hawaii as a graduate teach-
ing assistant. And the first thing that
happened to me as I came that great
distance, across the continent and
across the ocean, then in a Pan Amer-
ican Clipper, it took 10 hours just to
get from the coast to Hawaii. And
when I took that first breath of Hawai-
ian air and saw the gorgeous curves of
the island of Oahu, Diamondhead,
Waikiki, and the first evening, taken
to Manoa Valley, where I now reside, it
was as if destiny had called.

And the first contact that I had was
with my Chinese Hawaiian friend, Sol-
omon Lu, God rest his soul, whose fam-
ily took me in and treated me as one of
their own. And that’s what Hawaii is
all about.

Mr. Speaker, this is not about race.
This is about the aloha spirit. This is
about the rainbow State of Hawaii.
This is about Native Hawaiians who
give us the host culture and the funda-
mental sense of who we are as human
beings. And the diversity that defines
us in Hawaii that does not divide us is
the kind of diversity and definition we
need in this House of Representatives,
that we need in the United States of
America.

This is Hawaii’s gift to the United
States. It is its gift to the world, the
spirit of aloha. And in that same spirit
of aloha, I ask for a vote favorably on
behalf of the Native Hawaiian recogni-
tion bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. All time
for debate on the bill has expired.

February 23, 2010

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 4626, HEALTH INSURANCE
INDUSTRY FAIR COMPETITION
ACT

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida, from the
Committee on Rules, submitted a priv-
ileged report (Rept. No. 111-418) on the
resolution (H. Res. 1098) providing for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 4626) to
restore the application of the Federal
antitrust laws to the business of health
insurance to protect competition and
consumers, which was referred to the
House Calendar and ordered to be
printed.

————

NATIVE HAWAIIAN GOVERNMENT
REORGANIZATION ACT OF 2009—
CONTINUED

PART A AMENDMENT IN THE NATURE OF A
SUBSTITUTE OFFERED BY MR. ABERCROMBIE

Mr. ABERCROMBIE. Mr. Speaker, 1
have an amendment in the nature of a
substitute made in order under the
rule.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Clerk will designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Amendment in the nature of a substitute
printed in part A of House Report 111-413 of-
fered by Mr. ABERCROMBIE:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Native Ha-
waiian Government Reorganization Act of
2010"".

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds that—

(1) the Constitution vests Congress with
the authority to address the conditions of
the indigenous, native people of the United
States and the Supreme Court has held that
under the Indian Commerce, Treaty, Su-
premacy, and Property Clauses, and the War
Powers, Congress may exercise that power to
rationally promote the welfare of the native
peoples of the United States so long as the
native people are a ‘‘distinctly native com-
munity’’;

(2) Native Hawaiians, the native people of
the Hawaiian archipelago that is now part of
the United States, are 1 of the indigenous,
native peoples of the United States, and the
Native Hawaiian people are a distinctly na-
tive community;

(3) the United States has a special political
and legal relationship with, and has long en-
acted legislation to promote the welfare of,
the native peoples of the United States, in-
cluding the Native Hawaiian people;

(4) under the authority of the Constitution,
the United States concluded a number of
treaties with the Kingdom of Hawaii, and
from 1826 until 1893, the United States—

(A) recognized the sovereignty of the King-
dom of Hawaii as a nation;

(B) accorded full diplomatic recognition to
the Kingdom of Hawaii; and

(C) entered into treaties and conventions
of peace, friendship and commerce with the
Kingdom of Hawaii to govern trade, com-
merce, and navigation in 1826, 1842, 1849, 1875,
and 1887;

() pursuant to the Hawaiian Homes Com-
mission Act, 1920 (42 Stat. 108, chapter 42),
the United States set aside approximately
203,500 acres of land in trust to better address
the conditions of Native Hawaiians in the
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