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sort of know what range this credi-
bility has for the stimulus.

The fact of the matter is that stim-
ulus wasn’t designed to create jobs. It
was designed to bail out government
workers at the State and local levels.
The truth is, if you are a government
worker or if you belong to a teachers’
union, you probably got a pay raise
from the stimulus. If you work in con-
struction or in manufacturing, you
probably got a pink slip.

The fact of the matter is the govern-
ment has grown since the stimulus has
passed. The jobs in the private sector—
small businesses and medium-sized
businesses—are disappearing and con-
tinue to disappear, and that’s because
it wasn’t designed to create small busi-
ness jobs. In fact, more money in the
stimulus was set aside to buy public
art in America than to help small busi-
nesses to create jobs. It shows.

Too much of it was wasted. Too much
of it was exaggerated claims where the
White House announced jobs created in
fake congressional districts. You heard
about some of the waste, the fraud and
the abuse in the stimulus: the $3 mil-
lion turtle crossing in Florida, the
$50,000 hand puppet grant in one of our
States, the $4 million bike trail to
Taco Bell in Massachusetts. By the
way, I love Taco Bell, but that’s not
how our tax dollars should be spent. I'11
end with this one, but this is one of
those which is too hard to believe.
$390,000 of your tax dollars was spent at
the University of New York, in Buffalo,
in a study to compare the relationship
between drinking malt liquor beer and
smoking marijuana.

So American taxpayers have given to
100 people for 3 weeks $45 a day. To do
what? According to published reports,
to drink malt liquor beer and to smoke
marijuana. Those types of abuses are
spread, unfortunately, throughout the
stimulus. It’s one of the reasons there
is no public confidence in it.

Today, they are looking at a second
stimulus. They call it a ‘‘jobs bill,” but
it’s much like the first one, just small-
er.

Over the district work period, I met
with small- and medium-sized busi-
nesses in Orange, in Lumberton, in
Lake Conner, and in the Woodlands. I
asked them what they would do to cre-
ate jobs, and they turned thumbs down
on all this new stimulus spending.
What they said is that the government
is in the way.

In Orange County, at a roundtable,
Keith Wallace, who owns a dry cleaners
there and is on the port commission
said, We need to get rid of the fear—the
fear of higher health care mandates
and taxes, the fear of cap-and-trade,
the fear of new tax increases.

Marjorie Claybar, who runs a cafe in
Orange County, said, We need certainty
from our government. We need cer-
tainty.

Sue Cleveland, over in Lumberton,
Hardin County, said, There is so much
fear about what is going to happen in
Congress with all of these tax in-
creases, health care, and cap-and-trade.
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Lori, from State Farms, said, People
are simply too scared to invest.

The truth is that is it. Businesses are
not willing to risk their hard-earned
capital. They are not going to bring
back workers that they had to let go.
They are not going to hire new ones or
make that expansion plan as long as
government continues a job-killing
agenda in Washington and as long as it
proposes a job-killing budget. The
President’s budget, in my estimation,
has killed more jobs than any budget
in American history—new tax in-
creases on small businesses, on energy
companies, on local real estate compa-
nies, on families, on professionals all
across the board, U.S. companies that
compete overseas. All of those kill jobs
in America.

The truth of the matter is we are not
going to get out of this recession by
government spending. Private enter-
prise, when those small businesses and
medium-sized businesses start hiring
again, is what will sustain an economic
recovery in America. America hates
being in a recession. They hate even
more being in a depression. They are
naturally prone to pull themselves out,
but now the government is clearly the
obstacle in the way of it.

We see this President and Congress
pursue a more extreme agenda, a big-
ger health care bill—the President ac-
tually announced a bigger health care
bill than the Senate one—more spend-
ing, more subsidies, more tax in-
creases. They are not listening to the
American public. They are not listen-
ing to our small business community.
We are in trouble. It is time to get
back on track.

———
THE SUCCESS OF STIMULUS I

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr.
GARAMENDI) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I
keep hearing this discussion that the
stimulus didn’t work. I don’t know
what people are looking at, because, in
my district in California and in the
State of California, the stimulus has
been of utmost importance in main-
taining at least a base.

California received some $63 billion
from the stimulus. Where did the
money go? Well, $9 billion went to the
school systems in California so we
didn’t have to lay off teachers and jani-
tors and bus drivers. Those people con-
tinue to be employed, and they con-
tinue to do an extremely important
piece of work. That is investing in our
children.

Along the way, we also invested in
those schools. In my district, some
nearly $100 million went into repairing
schools—painting, fixing, improving
their energy efficiency.

$197 million backfilled money that
the State of California couldn’t put up
to build a tunnel through the Caldecott
mountains. Six thousand jobs will be
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underway now and into the years ahead
as people work on building the tunnel,
and we are going to eliminate one of
the great traffic jams in the Bay Area.
It goes on and on and on.

The University of California and the
State university system, instead of
laying people off, received stimulus
money, so they were able to continue
to provide classes.

I don’t know where all of this talk
that the stimulus doesn’t work comes
from. It certainly doesn’t come from
the reality of what is taking place in
California.

I've also noticed on television many
of my Republican colleagues, who come
here on the floor and say the stimulus
does no good, who then go home and
show some huge checks, taking credit
for the stimulus money’s providing
jobs in their districts. So perhaps there
is a speech on the floor, and then there
is the reality out in the country.

Yes, we do need a second stimulus,
and we need it to be a big one. People
want to work. They don’t want to take
unemployment insurance. They don’t
want to have to be tax takers. They
want to be taxpayers. The first stim-
ulus did that. A second stimulus should
do that.

I would also point out that, around
the world, every industrialized Nation
in the world, including China and
India, did the same thing that we did in
America, and they did far more. They
actually put up a larger percentage of
their GDP. Most of them borrowing as
we did here in America. It is required
that we put people to work. Otherwise,
you are going to have tax takers. You
are going to have greater unemploy-
ment. Let’s give people a chance to
have a job. Yes, it is deficit financing,
but the second stimulus is going to be
paid for fully by taking back the
money that was given to the Wall
Street rip-off.

So, Mr. Speaker, I think we need to
understand that the stimulus, which is
1-year- and 1-week-o0ld, actually
worked. The second one is desperately
needed because there is a world of hurt
out there. If you are listening to your
constituents, you know that they want
to work. That is what the stimulus I
did, and jobs for Main Street will do
the same, using Wall Street money for
Main Street jobs.

——————

WORK TO SOLVE PROBLEMS
RATHER THAN TO REWRITE HIS-
TORY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. POSEY) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. POSEY. Mr. Speaker, I am a lit-
tle bit tired of hearing ‘‘we inherited.”
We were on the floor today, and we
were trying to have some dialogue
about jobs and about the economy, and
all I heard from the other side of the
aisle all-day long was, You guys are
the Party of No. You guys don’t have
any ideas. You guys yadda, yadda,
yadda. You guys put us in debt.
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