March 1, 2010

along with my comments. The Con-
gress then has 60 days to amend, mod-
ify, or approve the proposed constitu-
tion. If approved, or approved with
modification, the constitution will be
submitted for a referendum in the Vir-
gin Islands for acceptance or rejection
by the people.

In carrying out my responsibilities
pursuant to the Act, I asked the De-
partment of Justice, in consultation
with the Department of the Interior, to
provide its views of the proposed con-
stitution. The Department of Justice
concluded that several features of the
proposed constitution warrant analysis
and comment, including: (1) the ab-
sence of an express recognition of
United States sovereignty and the su-
premacy of Federal law; (2) provisions
for a special election on the USVTI’s ter-
ritorial status; (3) provisions confer-
ring legal advantages on certain groups
defined by place and timing of birth,
timing of residency, or ancestry; (4)
residence requirements for certain of-
fices; (b) provisions guaranteeing legis-
lative representation of certain geo-
graphic areas; (6) provisions addressing
territorial waters and marine re-
sources; (7) imprecise language in cer-
tain provisions of the proposed con-
stitution’s bill of rights; (8) the pos-
sible need to repeal certain Federal
laws if the proposed USVI constitution
is adopted; and (9) the effect of congres-
sional action or inaction on the pro-
posed constitution.

To assist the Congress in its delibera-
tions about this important matter, I
attach the analysis of the Department
of Justice, with which the Department
of the Interior concurs. I believe that
the analysis provided by the Depart-
ment of Justice warrants careful atten-
tion.

I commend the electorate of the Vir-
gin Islands and its governmental rep-
resentatives in their continuing com-
mitment to increasing self-government
and the rule of law.

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, February 26, 2010.

————

NOTICE RELATIVE TO THE CON-
TINUATION OF THE NATIONAL
EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO
THE ACTIONS AND POLICIES OF
CERTAIN MEMBERS OF THE GOV-
ERNMENT OF ZIMBABWE AND
OTHER PERSONS TO UNDERMINE
ZIMBABWE’S DEMOCRATIC PROC-
ESSES OR INSTITUTIONS—PM 48

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States, together with an accompanying
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs:

To the Congress of the United States:
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (60 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, prior to the
anniversary date of its declaration, the
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President publishes in the Federal Reg-
ister and transmits to the Congress a
notice stating that the emergency is to
continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this pro-
vision, I have sent to the Federal Reg-
ister for publication the enclosed notice
stating that the national emergency
with respect to the actions and policies
of certain members of the Government
of Zimbabwe and other persons to un-
dermine Zimbabwe’s democratic proc-
esses or institutions is to continue in
effect beyond March 6, 2010.

The crisis constituted by the actions
and policies of certain members of the
Government of Zimbabwe and other
persons to undermine Zimbabwe’s
democratic processes or institutions
has not been resolved. These actions
and policies continue to pose an un-
usual and extraordinary threat to the
foreign policy of the United States. For
these reasons, I have determined that
it is necessary to continue this na-
tional emergency and to maintain in
force the sanctions to respond to this
threat.

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, February 26, 2010.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE
DURING ADJOURNMENT

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED
Under the authority of the order of
the Senate of January 6, 2009, the fol-
lowing enrolled bill, previously signed
by the Speaker of the House, was
signed on February 26, 2010, during the
adjournment of the Senate, by the
President pro tempore (Mr. BYRD):

H.R. 3961. An act to extend expiring provi-
sions of the USA PATRIOT Improvement
and Reauthorization Act of 2005 and Intel-
ligence Reform and Terrorism Prevention
Act of 2004 until February 28, 2011.

——————

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 2:04 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has agreed
to the following concurrent resolu-
tions, in which it requests the concur-
rence of the Senate:

H. Con. Res. 227. Concurrent resolution
supporting the goals and ideals of National
Urban Crimes Awareness Week.

H. Con. Res. 238. Concurrent resolution rec-
ognizing the difficult challenges Black vet-
erans faced when returning home after serv-
ing in the Armed Forces, their heroic mili-
tary sacrifices, and their patriotism in fight-
ing for equal rights and for the dignity of a
people and a Nation.

———

MEASURES REFERRED

The following concurrent resolutions
were read, and referred as indicated:

H. Con. Res. 227. Concurrent resolution
supporting the goals and ideals of National
Urban Crimes Awareness Week; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

H. Con. Res. 238. Concurrent resolution rec-
ognizing the difficult challenges Black vet-
erans faced when returning home after serv-
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ing in the Armed Forces, their heroic mili-
tary sacrifices, and their patriotism in fight-
ing for equal rights and for the dignity of a
people and a Nation; to the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs.

———

MEASURES PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR

The following bills were read the sec-
ond time, and placed on the calendar:

H.R. 4626. An act to restore the application
of the Federal antitrust laws to the business
of health insurance to protect competition
and consumers.

H.R. 4691. An act to provide a temporary
extension of certain programs, and for other
purposes.

————

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. NELSON of Florida (for himself
and Mr. LEMIEUX):

S. 3050. A bill to direct the Secretary of
Agriculture to convey to Miami-Dade Coun-
ty certain federally owned land in Florida,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

By Mr. VITTER:

S. 3051. A bill to suspend flood insurance
rate map updates in geographic areas in
which certain levees are being repaired; to
the Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs.

By Mr. MENENDEZ:

S. 3052. A bill to address the establishment
and maintenance of the Systemic Resolution
Fund of the Federal Deposit Insurance Cor-
poration, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs.

By Mr. SPECTER:

S. 3053. A bill to amend the Surface Mining
Control and Reclamation Act of 1977 to per-
mit the Abandoned Mine Reclamation Fund
to be used for transportation and use of
dredged materials for abandoned mine rec-
lamation, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

By Mr. MENENDEZ:

S. 3054. A bill to amend the Energy Policy
and Conservation Act to establish efficiency
standards for bottle-type water dispensers,
commercial hot food holding cabinets, and
portable electric spas; to the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources.

By Mr. CASEY:

S. 3055. A bill to require the Secretary of
Commerce to award grants to municipalities
to carry out community greening initiatives,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Environment and Public Works.

———

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. BAUCUS (for himself, Mr.
TESTER, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. ISAKSON,
Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. REID, Mrs. BOXER,
Mrs. FEINSTEIN, and Mr. LEAHY):

S. Res. 427. A resolution designating the
first week of April 2010 as ‘‘National Asbes-
tos Awareness Week’; to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

By Mr. LEMIEUX (for himself and Mr.
COBURN):
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