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House of Representatives

The House met at 12:30 p.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker.

———————

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to the
order of the House of January 6, 2009,
the Chair will now recognize Members
from lists submitted by the majority
and minority leaders for morning-hour
debate.

————
DUAL PROCUREMENT OF TANKERS

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes
the gentleman from Alabama (Mr. ROG-
ERS) for 2 minutes.

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama.
you, Madam Speaker.

I rise today to talk about what I
think is the most important issue in
America, and that is jobs, specifically
something that this administration
can do quickly to help alleviate our
jobs problem. Many people in this
country recognize that there has been
a debate in Congress for the last few
years about how to replace our aging
tanker fleet in the Air Force. We have
tankers that are over 50 years old and
need to be replaced now. We have had a
competition for the contract to replace
those tankers ongoing for years that
has been nothing but bureaucratic.

What I would like to urge the Presi-
dent to do is instruct his Defense De-
partment to consider something that
our late colleague Mr. Murtha sup-
ported, and that was dual procurement
of these tankers. We can take the two
major prime contractors, Boeing and
Northrop Grumman, and allow both of
them to proceed with tanker produc-
tion to do a couple things: One, to im-
mediately have an injection of jobs
into the country, a bigger injection
than we would have had by sole source
procurement, but also we would more
rapidly then get the fleet of tankers re-
placed.

Under the current construct, it would
take 40 years. I don’t think anybody
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wants the warfighter to be having to
fly 80- and 90-year-old tankers. I under-
stand that the Air Force would need its
procurement budget plussed up because
they currently are expecting only to be
able to afford 15 tankers per year. I
think the President could take some of
the stimulus funds, which were osten-
sibly to be used for job creation, move
that to the Air Force’s budget so that
we could, instead of having 15 per year,
have 24 per year, which would allow
each company to produce 12 tankers
per year.

This would create an immediate in-
flux of new jobs not just in the tanker
procurement, but also in the sur-
rounding supplier industries and in the
communities. This would be an eco-
nomic engine in the various States
that this production would take place.
It would be good for the warfighter,
good for our economy, good for Amer-
ican jobs. The President ought to do it.

Mr. President, it is about jobs. I urge
you to focus on this issue.

———

TAKING RESPONSIBILITY FOR
CONGRESSIONAL PAY ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. ED-
WARDS of Maryland). The Chair recog-
nizes the gentlewoman from Arizona
(Mrs. KIRKPATRICK) for 56 minutes.

Mrs. KIRKPATRICK of Arizona.
Madam Speaker, every day this coun-
try is falling deeper in debt. Today we
owe more than $12.4 trillion, and by
2016 our debt could be as much as $20
trillion. After more than a decade of
mistakes and neglect by both parties,
Washington can no longer afford to ig-
nore this issue.

It is time for Congress to get serious
about getting Federal spending under
control. We should start with our own
salaries. Today I am introducing the
Taking Responsibility for Congres-
sional Pay Act, which will cut pay for
Members of the House and the Senate
by 5 percent. This would be the first

salary reduction for Members since
April 1, 1933, in the heart of the Great
Depression.

Restoring fiscal discipline in Wash-
ington will require some difficult deci-
sions, and every agency has to do their
part. Congress needs to lead by exam-
ple to get the job done by taking ac-
tion, and not just by making speeches.
With this change we are fighting to
change the culture in Washington and
beginning to make the tough choices it
takes to cut waste and find savings. It
will be an important step toward bring-
ing back real fiscal responsibility.

We are facing historic challenges. It
will take historic action to address
them. I urge my colleagues to join me
in acknowledging the problem and tak-
ing responsibility for fixing it.

———
EXPORTS PROMOTION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Washington (Mr. LARSEN) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. LARSEN of Washington. Madam
Speaker, trade creates jobs. In my
home State of Washington, one in
three jobs is dependent on foreign
trade. So as Congress continues to
focus on ways to create jobs, we must
help American businesses export their
products and services.

This weekend I will travel to my own
district to visit companies who have
partnered with Federal programs to in-
crease exports and create jobs. Western
Chemical, for instance, a small busi-
ness in Ferndale, is a leader in fish
health products and biosecurity sup-
plies. It recently received $500,000 in fi-
nancing from the Export-Import Bank.
By utilizing the Ex-Im Bank, Western
Chemical is able to maintain cash flow,
export their products, and protect the
jobs at their Ferndale location.

Exports drive Washington State’s
economy, accounting for over 30 per-
cent of economic growth over the past
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