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S. RES. 422

Whereas adherence by Ukraine to demo-
cratic, transparent, and fair election stand-
ards has been necessary for full integration
into the democratic community;

Whereas steps undertaken by Ukraine in
recent years, including reform of election
laws and regulations, the development of a
pluralistic and independent press, and the es-
tablishment of public institutions that re-
spect human rights and the rule of law, have
enhanced Ukraine’s progress toward democ-
racy and prosperity;

Whereas the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) concluded
that “‘most OSCE and Council of Europe
commitments were met’”’ with regard to the
conduct of the run-off presidential election
on February 7, 2010;

Whereas international monitoring groups
concluded that prior elections in Ukraine on
January 17, 2010, and in 2007, 2006, and 2004,
were also generally in accordance with inter-
national election norms;

Whereas the United States has closely sup-
ported the people of Ukraine in their efforts
to pursue a free and democratic future since
the declaration of their independence in 1991;

Whereas the NATO Freedom Consolidation
Act of 2007 (Public Law 110-17; 22 U.S.C. 1928
note), signed into law by President George
W. Bush on April 9, 2007, recognized the
progress made by Ukraine toward meeting
the responsibilities and obligations for mem-
bership in the North Atlantic Treaty Organi-
zation (NATO) and designated Ukraine as eli-
gible to receive assistance under the NATO
Participation Act of 1994 (title II of Public
Law 103-447; 22 U.S.C. 1928 note);

Whereas Ukraine has made steps toward
integration within European institutions
through a joint European Union-Ukraine Ac-
tion Plan, as part of the European
Neighbourhood Policy; and

Whereas the United States-Ukraine Stra-
tegic Partnership Commission was inaugu-
rated by Secretary of State Hillary Clinton
and Ukrainian Foreign Minister Petro
Poroshenko on December 9, 2009: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the important progress made
by the people of Ukraine in establishing
democratic institutions and carrying out
peaceful elections on January 17 and Feb-
ruary 7, 2010;

(2) supports ongoing progress by Ukraine
in addressing remaining challenges in the
electoral processes as identified by the Orga-
nization for Security and Cooperation in Eu-
rope and other international election moni-
toring entities;

(3) encourages all parties to respect the
independence and territorial sovereignty of
Ukraine, as well as the full integration of
Ukraine into the international democratic
community;

(4) pledges further support for the develop-
ment of a fully free and open democratic sys-
tem, as well as a transparent free market
economy, in Ukraine; and

(5) reaffirms its commitment to engage the
Government of Ukraine in further develop-
ment of bilateral cooperation through the
United States-Ukraine Strategic Partner-
ship Commission.

———

SCHOOL SOCIAL WORK WEEK

Mr. BAUCUS. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Judi-
ciary Committee be discharged from
further consideration of S. Res. 426,
and the Senate proceed to its imme-
diate consideration.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
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dered. The clerk will report the resolu-
tion by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 426) designating the
week of February 28 through March 7, 2010,
as ‘‘School Social Work Week”’.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. BAUCUS. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, the motions to reconsider be laid
upon the table, with no intervening ac-
tion or debate, and any statements re-
lating to the resolution be printed in
the RECORD.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. REsS. 426

Whereas the importance of school social
work through the inclusion of school social
work programs has been recognized in the
current authorizations of the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20
U.S.C. 6301 et seq.) and the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act (20 U.S.C. 1400 et
seq.);

Whereas school social workers serve as
vital members of a school educational team,
playing a central role in creating a positive
school climate and vital partnerships be-
tween the home, school, and community to
ensure student academic success;

Whereas school social workers are espe-
cially skilled in providing services to stu-
dents who face serious challenges to school
success, including poverty, disability, dis-
crimination, abuse, addiction, bullying, di-
vorce of parents, loss of a loved one, and
other barriers to learning;

Whereas there is a growing need for local
educational agencies to offer the mental
health services that school social workers
provide when working with families, teach-
ers, principals, community agencies, and
other entities to address emotional, phys-
ical, and environmental needs of students so
that students may achieve behavioral and
academic success;

Whereas, to achieve the goal of the No
Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (Public Law
107-110) of helping all children reach their
optimal levels of potential and achievement,
including children with serious emotional
disturbances, schools must work to remove
the emotional, behavioral, and academic bar-
riers that interfere with student success in
school;

Whereas fewer than 1 in 5 of the 17,500,000
children in need of mental health services
actually receive these services, and research
indicates that school mental health pro-
grams improve educational outcomes by de-
creasing absences, decreasing discipline re-
ferrals, and improving academic achieve-
ment;

Whereas school mental health programs
are critical to early identification of mental
health problems and in the provision of ap-
propriate services when needed;

Whereas the national average ratio of stu-
dents to school social workers recommended
by the School Social Work Association of
America is 400 to 1; and

Whereas the celebration of ‘‘School Social
Work Week’ highlights the vital role school
social workers play in the lives of students
in the United States: Now, therefore, be it

426) was
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Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the week of February 28
through March 7, 2010, as ‘‘School Social
Work Week’’;

(2) honors and recognizes the contributions
of school social workers to the success of
students in schools across the Nation; and

(3) encourages the people of the United
States to observe ‘‘School Social Work
Week” with the appropriate ceremonies and
activities that promote awareness of the
vital role of school social workers, in schools
and in the community as a whole, in helping
students prepare for their futures as produc-
tive citizens.

————

CHILDREN’S DENTAL HEALTH
MONTH

MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS
AWARENESS WEEK

SUPPORTING THOSE AFFECTED BY
THE NATURAL DISASTERS ON
MADEIRA ISLAND

IRAQI PARLIAMENTARY
ELECTIONS

READ ACROSS AMERICA DAY

Mr. BAUCUS. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate now proceed to the en bloc consid-
eration of the following Senate resolu-
tions: S. Res. 434, S. Res. 435, S. Res.
436, S. Res. 437, and S. Res. 438.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. There being no objection, the
Senate proceeded to consider the reso-
lutions en bloc.

Mr. BAUCUS. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lutions be agreed to, the preambles be
agreed to, and the motions to recon-
sider be laid upon the table en bloc.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

The resolutions were agreed to.

The preambles were agreed to.

The resolutions, with their pre-
ambles, read as follows:
S. RES. 434

Whereas several national dental organiza-
tions have observed February 2010 as Chil-
dren’s Dental Health Month;

Whereas Deamonte Driver, a 12-year-old
Marylander, died on February 25, 2007, of
complications resulting from untreated
tooth decay;

Whereas the passing of Deamonte Driver
has led to increased awareness nationwide
about the importance of access to high-qual-
ity, affordable preventative care and treat-
ment for dental problems;

Whereas the primary purpose of Children’s
Dental Health Month is to educate parents,
children, and the public about the impor-
tance and value of oral health;

Whereas Children’s Dental Health Month
showcases the overwhelmingly preventable
nature of tooth decay and highlights the fact
that tooth decay is on the rise among the
youngest children in the Nation;

Whereas Children’s Dental Health Month
educates the public about the treatment of
childhood dental caries, cleft-palate, oral fa-
cial trauma, and oral cancer through public
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