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She still bakes homemade pies and serves 
lunch to the Thursday Retired Men’s Club in 
Coatesville. 

Gladys has worked equally hard to help im-
prove the Coatesville community. She is a 
member of the Coatesville Historical Commis-
sion, The Eastern Stars, The Better Commu-
nity Group, and the Coatesville Senior Center. 
She also served as a Judge of Elections in 
Coatesville’s Fifth Ward and as President and 
Treasurer of the Hyacinth Federated Club. As 
a member of the Historical Hutchinson Memo-
rial UAME Church, Gladys has been a mem-
ber of the Senior Usher Board for more than 
84 years, serving 17 years as President. 

The Graystone Society, located in the Lu-
kens National Historic District of Coatesville, 
will present the Rebeca Lukens award during 
a reception March 18, 2010 in the Lukens Ex-
ecutive Office Building. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in honoring Gladys Flamer for her long- 
standing civic involvement and tireless work in 
helping others. She is an inspiration to all. 
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HONORING MEMBERS OF HUN-
TINGTON HIGH SCHOOL FASHION 
PROGRAM FOR THEIR ACHIEVE-
MENTS 

HON. STEVE ISRAEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 15, 2010 

Mr. ISRAEL. Madam Speaker, a group of 
impressive students from the Huntington High 
School Fashion Program joined First Lady 
Michelle Obama for a historic occasion, the 
donation of her Inauguration gown to the 
Smithsonian’s First Ladies Collection. 

These students impressed and inspired the 
First Lady a year ago when their teachers 
challenged them to design an Inauguration 
gown fit for the new First Lady. They studied 
both Michelle Obama and the work of other 
designers. They then sent a book of their de-
signs to the First Lady. 

More than a year later, the First Lady re-
membered that project and it when it was time 
to arrange for her Smithsonian ceremony she 
asked the Huntington High School students to 
join her in Washington, DC for the special 
event. 

Madam Speaker, all of Long Island couldn’t 
be more proud of the work of the Huntington 
High School students. 

We are equally proud of their teachers who 
challenged them with this creative project. 
These teachers thought big. They thought out-
side the box. And they along with their stu-
dents are being rightfully rewarded with this 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. 

Madam Speaker, I thank First Lady Michelle 
Obama for her thoughtful inclusion of the Hun-
tington High School Fashion Program in this 
ceremony and I commend Huntington High 
School’s students, teachers, parents and ad-
ministrators whose great efforts led to this 
special recognition. 

IN RECOGNITION OF PAUL 
MCHUGH 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 15, 2010 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in recognition of Paul McHugh as he is 
named the recipient of the 2010 James P. 
Sweeney Founder Award by the Retired Irish 
Police Society of Cleveland, Ohio. 

Mr. McHugh began his service as a police 
officer in 1965 as a member of the Cleveland 
Motorcycle Unit. His twenty-seven-year tenure 
was framed by integrity, loyalty and bravery. 
He risked his life on numerous occasions to 
protect his colleagues and the citizens of 
Cleveland. His acts of courage did not go un-
recognized. In 1967, Mr. McHugh was award-
ed the Meritorious Award for an act of heroism 
by the Cleveland Police Department. While as-
signed to the First District Detective Bureau, 
Mr. McHugh’s sharp and persistent investiga-
tive efforts led to the dismantling of a massive 
burglary ring, for which he was recognized as 
the ‘‘City of Cleveland Police Officer of the 
Month.’’ 

After his retirement from the Police Depart-
ment in 1992, he volunteered as a leader and 
member of many local police and charitable 
organizations including the Police and Fire 
Holy Name Society, where he currently serves 
as Treasurer, the Saint Patrick West Park 
Hunger Center, the American Legion and 
AmVets, and the Holy Family Cancer Home. 

Mr. McHugh has a life-long connection to 
his Irish heritage. He grew up as one of twelve 
children on Cleveland’s west side. He is ex-
tremely active in Cleveland’s Irish-American 
community. For the past twelve years he has 
served as Treasurer for the Retired Irish Po-
lice. Mr. McHugh is also a member of the 
West Side Irish American Club, serves on the 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade Committee, and 
served as the Past President of the Mayo So-
ciety of Greater Cleveland. Above all his civic 
engagements, Mr. McHugh is a dedicated 
family man. Together, he and his wife, Marie 
raised their children, Colleen and Allan. Mr. 
and Mrs. McHugh remain active in the lives of 
their children and four grandsons. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join 
me in honoring Paul McHugh, whose exem-
plary service on behalf of our community is an 
inspiration and example for all of us. His dedi-
cation to helping others continues to enhance 
and strengthen our entire community, and we 
are grateful for his efforts. 
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HARMFUL ALGAL BLOOMS AND 
HYPOXIA RESEARCH AND CON-
TROL AMENDMENTS ACT OF 2010 

SPEECH OF 

HON. ALLEN BOYD 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 12, 2010 

Mr. BOYD. Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of 
H.R. 3650, the Harmful Algal Blooms and Hy-
poxia Research and Control Amendments Act. 
I represent North Florida along the coast line 
of the Gulf of Mexico. My district has some of 
the most beautiful and cleanest beaches in the 

Nation, as well as a strong fishing and oyster 
industry. This coastline is pristine and much of 
it is undeveloped. Every time the Algal Blooms 
near our coastline, our local economy and en-
vironment come under threat. 

Algal blooms have a significant impact on 
our seafood industry. In particular, the blooms 
directly affect the filter-feeders. Oysters and 
scallops are a significant economic engine to 
many of the small towns along the Gulf coast-
line. When the 2005 algal bloom incident oc-
curred, many folks in my district lost a signifi-
cant amount of their income because of the 
toxins that result from algal blooms. In fact, 
the Apalachicola Bay was closed for over 50 
percent of the season, resulting in loss of sea-
food harvest, cancelled tourist reservations, 
regional defamation and illness that exceeded 
millions. 

Algal blooms also have a significant impact 
on Florida’s tourism industry. The effects of 
the toxins can lead to respiratory and eye 
problems in people who are exposed. When 
algal blooms take over, tourists can not enjoy 
the wildlife and ecosystems they came to ex-
perience and this has a clear and disastrous 
impact on our State’s $53 billion tourism in-
dustry. 

In conclusion, the welfare of our coastal 
communities, seafood production, and health 
in the Apalachicola Bay, and all along the 
Florida coast, remains at risk due to algal 
blooms. This situation must have more atten-
tion and science devoted to protect our econ-
omy and job, as well as the environment and 
public health. I support H.R. 3650 and will 
continue to do my part to help develop re-
sponsible and more effective methods to stop 
algal blooms. 
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IN HONOR OF ANGELO PETITTI 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 15, 2010 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in honor of Angelo Petitti upon his rec-
ognition as the recipient of the St. Malachi 
Center’s 2010 Sister Michael Marie Griffin An-
chor Award, which will be presented to him at 
the St. Malachi Center’s Tenth Annual Soup 
for the Soul Benefit. 

Mr. Petitti emigrated from Faeto, Italy in 
1963 when he was just 16 years old. He stud-
ied political science at Kent State University 
and worked as a landscaper. He left Kent 
State to pursue his true passion: landscape 
design. He moved to Florida and founded his 
own landscape business, but eventually 
moved the business back to Ohio to form 
Petitti Landscape Company with his brother 
Dominic. 

Working out of a small garage, the Petitti 
brothers were soon inundated with requests 
from passersby who saw the shrubs that lined 
the driveway. Over the past forty years, Mr. 
Petitti has become one of the most successful 
garden center owners in Ohio. He can be 
heard on his weekly radio show, ‘‘In the Gar-
den with Angelo,’’ and is regularly seen out in 
the community, lending his time to help raise 
funds for numerous local charitable organiza-
tions. 

Above all, Mr. Petitti is devoted to his family. 
His wife, Maria, also emigrated from the same 
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