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BORDER SECURITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE of Texas. Thank you, Mr.
Speaker.

Once again, there’s a new push for an
amnesty bill to pass this Congress.
Yesterday, tens of thousands of people
marched in Washington, D.C., wanting
amnesty. And it was interesting. As I
looked over this very peaceful crowd
and all those people marching, I won-
dered why there were no American
flags.

In any event, amnesty is not the an-
swer. Even the talk of amnesty causes
a flood of people to come across our
southern border. Amnesty is no answer
to the problem because the problem is
the lack of border security. The vio-
lence is already out of control in the
border region. Thousands more people
illegally crossing the border will make
an already dangerous situation a much
worse disaster, so we have to start with
the basics.

First, we must secure the border. We
must start with securing the border
from the criminal enterprises, includ-
ing the drug cartels. Just over a week
ago, an American consulate employee
and his wife were murdered in Juarez,
Mexico. Lesley Enriquez, 35, and her
husband, Arthur Redelfs, 34, were mur-
dered in a drive-by shooting near the
Santa Fe Bridge. The husband of an-
other U.S. consulate employee was also
gunned down on the Mexican side of
the border.

Murders and kidnappings have caused
the closing of the U.S. Embassy in
Reynosa until further notice. The U.S.
State Department is now rushing to re-
locate consulate employees in Juarez,
Tijuana, Nogales, Nuevo Laredo,
Monterrey, and Matamoros, all because
of the violence on the border and the
kidnappings. Shoot-outs in the streets
have killed thousands of people, mostly
Mexican nationals.

The drug cartels are fighting each
other and fighting law enforcement for
control over the lucrative drug routes
into the United States. Good people
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from both sides of the border are being
placed in harm’s way by these mur-
derous thugs. Even an armed Mexican
military helicopter intruded into the
United States airspace in Zapata Coun-
ty, Texas. The intentions of this incur-
sion are still unknown.

Over a year ago, Texas Governor
Rick Perry asked for Homeland Secu-
rity Secretary Janet Napolitano for a
thousand troops at the border to help
with the increasing violence and to
prevent the drug cartels from entering
the United States. The Governor has
asked for more Predator drones for in-
creased surveillance. He was trying to
head off this escalation of violence
that has occurred recently. The help he
requested has never come, and the Gov-
ernor’s request for more troops and
drones at the border has been ignored
for over a year.

In response to the murders of these
Americans, Governor Perry again even-
tually asked for help. He asked for sur-
veillance planes and a thousand fresh
troops at the Texas border with Mexico
to help stem the violence. Secretary
Napolitano said she would ‘‘look at”
the request, but she thinks there’s al-
ready enough troops on the border. So
Governor Perry has decided he can’t
wait around on the Federal Govern-
ment, even though it’s the Federal
Government’s responsibility to secure
our borders. He’s ordered Texas Na-
tional Guard helicopters to the border
to support law enforcement that is on
the border already. They’re trying to
fight the border violence spillover into
the United States.

Texas military forces have requested
and obtained OH-58 Kiowa and UH-72
Lakota helicopters to be used to fly up
and down the Texas-Mexico border
along the Rio Grande River from
Brownsville to El1 Paso, Texas. Of
course, their number and exact loca-
tion will not be disclosed for security
purposes.

I’ve had the opportunity to be on the
Texas-Mexico border with our Texas
Air National Guard and fly up and
down that region to see firsthand the
problem of the incursions into the
United States, all because the border is
not secure. I would hope our Federal
Government would support the Gov-
ernor’s actions.

The Federal Government should ac-
tually do something to stop the vio-
lence and secure the border. It is the
first responsibility of government to
protect the people, and that includes
the people who live along other inter-
national borders. We should send more
troops. The violence is getting worse
every day. Our border sheriffs and law
enforcement are outmanned,
outfinanced, and they’re outgunned,
but they’re doing everything they can
to protect the citizens along the Texas-
Mexico border from the violent drug
cartels that have come into the United
States.

Every single county and city and
town along the border needs help in the
border war. It is irresponsible to leave
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these people defenseless. Once again, it
affects good people on both sides of the
border, Mexicans and Americans as
well.

Cartels are waging war on our border.
People are not only sneaking across
into the United States, they’re shoot-
ing their way into our country. The vi-
olence is exploding into America’s bor-
der communities. So it’s time to put an
end to this madness, send sufficient
troops to the border, and uphold the
national responsibility to protect the
citizens of this United States.

And that’s just the way it is.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. WOOLSEY addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

WATERLOO

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr.
MCDERMOTT) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. McCDERMOTT. As the dust set-
tles, Mr. Speaker, on the Capitol today,
I read and article called ‘‘Waterloo,”
by President George W. Bush’s speech
writer, David Frum. I think it sums up
nicely what we’ve just witnessed, and I
wanted to share some excerpts with
you.

He began, Conservatives and Repub-
licans today suffered their most crush-
ing legislative defeat since the 1960s.
It’s hard to exaggerate the magnitude
of the disaster. Conservatives may
cheer themselves that they’ll com-
pensate for today’s expected vote with
a big win in the November 2010 elec-
tions, but, first, it’s a good bet that
conservatives are overly optimistic
about November—by then, the econ-
omy will have improved and immediate
goodies in the health care bill will be
reaching key voting blocs. Second, So
what? Legislative majorities come and
g0. The health care bill is forever.

Now comes the hard lesson: A huge
part of the blame for today’s disaster
attaches to conservatives and Repub-
licans themselves.

At the beginning of this process, he
says, we made a strategic decision. Un-
like, say, Democrats in 2001, when
President Bush proposed his first tax
cut, we would make no deal with the
administration. No negotiations, no
compromise, nothing. We were going
for all he marbles. This would be
Obama’s Waterloo, just like it was for
Clinton in 1994.

The hard-liners overlooked a few key
facts: Obama was elected by 53 percent
of the vote, not Clinton’s 42 percent;
the liberal bloc within the Democratic
congressional caucus is bigger and
stronger than it was in 1993-1994; and,
of course, the Democrats also remem-
ber their history and also remember
the consequences of the failure of 1994.
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