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lady who has exemplified the finest qualities of
citizenship and leadership. Marisa was re-
cently invited to attend a People to People
World Leadership Forum in Washington, DC,
where she will participate in daily educational
activities focused on leadership.

Marisa’s academic excellence, community
involvement and leadership potential make her
a worthy participant. She should be proud to
be a model citizen amongst the youth in her
community and my congressional district.

Madam Speaker, | am confident Marisa will
use the skills she gains from People to People
International as tools for the betterment of her
community and our Nation. | respectfully urge
you to join me in commending Marisa on this
monumental achievement.

——————

HONORING SOUTH DAKOTANS
FIGHTING WIDESPREAD FLOODING

HON. STEPHANIE HERSETH SANDLIN

OF SOUTH DAKOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 2010

Ms. HERSETH SANDLIN. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to pay tribute to the many South
Dakotans who have helped fight the effects of
widespread flooding throughout the northeast
and southeast portions of the state in recent
weeks.

About one month ago, South Dakota faced
the threat of significant damage and cost due
to flooding. The northeast and southeast por-
tions of the state had high water tables and
the winter's snow was beginning to melt. That
meant rising water on our rivers and creeks
and a danger of flooding that threatened our
agricultural economy, roads and homes.

But South Dakotans didn’t flinch in the face
of these developments. Instead they banded
together as they always do and developed
plans to mitigate the worst of the dangers and
deal with the smaller inconveniences.

County emergency managers worked with
state officials from the Department of Public
Safety and Office of Emergency Management.
Red Cross volunteers worked with mayors of
small towns. The National Guard mobilized to
help the city of Aberdeen, and the Civil Air Pa-
trol scouted flood damage from the air. Local
law enforcement officials and the South Da-
kota Department of Game, Fish and Parks, as
well as the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Department,
patrolled and offered assistance to those in
danger. And neighbors worked with and for
each other, filing sandbags to protect their
homes and their communities.

Our federal partners did their share as well.
The Federal Emergency Management Agency
helped train state Office of Emergency Man-
agement staff in the weeks before the heavi-
est flood activities and has already begun as-
sisting the state in planning for recovery oper-
ations. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
stepped up with a levee project to protect the
city of Watertown, completing it on time and
amidst concerns over flooding.

Today, | am proud to report that, while the
danger is not entirely past and there remains
much recovery work to do, South Dakota once
again has come together to successfully meet
a challenge head on.

We still have some roads closed, dozens of
homes suffered some flooding damage and it
may be some time until we can determine the
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extent of the damage. But we have, so far,
avoided the kinds of catastrophic damage that
was feared.

Madam Speaker, | remain proud as ever to
represent the people of South Dakota and
their enduring ability to rise to whatever chal-
lenge they must. | offer my sincere thanks to
all who worked so hard to limit the effects of
this flooding.

————

RECONCILIATION ACT OF 2010

SPEECH OF

HON. JO BONNER

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Sunday, March 21, 2010

Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, | rise in strong
opposition to H.R. 3590, The Patient Protec-
tion and Affordable Care Act, and H.R. 4872,
The Health Care and Education Affordability
Reconciliation Act of 2010. These severely
misguided bills authorize $1.2 trillion in new
mandatory spending over the next decade, im-
pose costly unfunded mandates on States, in-
crease taxes on small businesses and families
by more than $500 billion over ten years, and
provide a clear path for federal funding of
abortions.

Both President Obama and Speaker PELOSI
have talked about the “historic” nature of their
health care legislation. While they claim to be
acting upon the unrealized goals of a century
of past Presidents and Congresses to expand
health care access to all Americans, the real
history that's being made by the passage of
the legislation is less inspiring. Rather than
seeking a national consensus to forge a truly
historic, and badly needed reform of American
health care, the President and the Speaker in-
stead cynically crafted alone a one-sided,
purely partisan bill that ignores the desires of
the majority of the people.

Unlike the Social Security and Medicare
Acts which enjoyed strong bipartisan support
in their day, the President and the Speaker’s
health care legislation, which will impact nearly
one-sixth of the economy, did not see one sin-
gle Republican vote in support of their effort.
Furthermore, 34 members of their own party
joined Republicans in opposing this blatant
power grab, dressed up as health care reform.

The reason for this lopsided vote is clear.
The Democrat health care plan facilitates a
backdoor takeover of American health care.
The Federal Government would force small
businesses and even individuals to buy health
coverage or face stiff penalties. This mandate
may well be unconstitutional and, in many
states, including my State of Alabama, there
are already attempts to challenge this in court.

This $1.2 trillion health care scheme will in-
crease federal deficits by $59 billion over the
next ten years, while inflicting a painful com-
bination of Medicare cuts and tax increases,
affecting millions of seniors, families and small
businesses.

Ironically, the elderly—the most vulnerable
to high medical costs—will suffer the loss of
$200 billion from the popular Medicare Advan-
tage program, upon which over 170,000 Ala-
bama seniors rely. In all, a total of $500 billion
will be taken from Medicare to pay for the
broad health care expansion.

But that’'s not all. This bill will also, for the
first time, levy Medicare taxes on investment
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income. It imposes a new tax of 3.8 percent
on unearned income.

Small businesses would also be forced to
provide a government-approved level of cov-
erage or face a $2,000 penalty per employee.
Businesses already providing coverage would
face the same penalties if the government
deems the coverage “unaffordable.”

What’s more, individuals would also have to
buy government-approved insurance—whether
they want it or not—or face fines. The IRS will
become the health care enforcement agency,
hiring up to 16,000 new workers to ensure that
everyone buys federally approved coverage.

The Democrat health care bill will also place
an unfunded mandate on States to expand
Medicaid rolls. In my State, it will move an ad-
ditional 400,000 people into an already cash-
strapped Alabama Medicaid program. Ala-
bama will have to come up with an additional
$61 million annually to sustain this mandatory
expansion of Medicaid, which will cost State
and Federal taxpayers a total of nearly $1.1
billion a year. As Governor Bob Riley recently
said, “I am deeply concerned that sustaining
this level of coverage would translate into a
substantial tax increase on the people of Ala-
bama.”

Equally troubling is this health care bill’'s
green light for the federal funding of abortions.
Despite the President’s Executive Order bar-
ring the use of any Federal funds for abortion,
there is no permanent prohibition over using
Federal funds to pay for abortions. Whatever
deal Rep. BART STUPAK and his group think
they may have struck with the President, it
does not carry the force of law. Executive or-
ders are signed by the President and they can
be revoked by the President—and frequently,
they are.

Mr. Speaker, Republicans have been shut
out of the President’s and your health care bill
from the beginning. We offered to sit down
and start from scratch to write a bill the Amer-
ican people could actually support, including
the ability to buy insurance across State lines,
give small businesses the power to pool cov-
erage, and address liability lawsuit abuse. The
Congressional Budget Office said the Repub-
lican health care plan would increase access
to care, lower premiums by up to ten percent
and reduce the Federal deficit by $68 billion
over ten years. Sadly, this kind of real reform
was all but ignored by the administration and
the Congress.

This is truly a sad day for this House and
for our country. Americans wanted and de-
serve so much more than a cynical push for
bigger government. | am committed to sup-
porting efforts to fix this badly flawed legisla-
tion and replace it with true health care reform
that Americans can support.

HONORING DELANEY NELSON
HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 2010

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | rise to rec-
ognize Delaney Nelson, a very special young
lady who has exemplified the finest qualities of
citizenship and leadership. Delaney was re-
cently invited to attend a People to People
World Leadership Forum in Washington, DC,
where she will participate in daily educational
activities focused on leadership.
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Delaney’s academic excellence, community
involvement and leadership potential make her
a worthy participant. She should be proud to
be a model citizen amongst the youth in her
community and my congressional district.

Madam Speaker, | am confident Delaney
will use the skills she gains from People to
People International as tools for the better-
ment of her community and our Nation. | re-
spectfully urge you to join me in commending
Delaney on this monumental achievement.

——
RECOGNIZING AND CONGRATU-
LATING ST. JAMES AFRICAN

METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH
IN FORT WORTH, TEXAS ON
THEIR 102ND ANNIVERSARY

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 2010

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate St. James
African Methodist Episcopal Church in Fort
Worth, Texas, as they celebrate 102 years of
Christian Service.

St. James African Methodist Episcopal
Church is the oldest black church in the Stop
Six Area of Fort Worth. From its humble be-
ginnings, where services were held in a tent,
the church has served its community with pas-
sion. Their commitment to outreach has al-
lowed them to influence not only those in their
community, but throughout the country. As this
congregation continues to grow under their
dedicated leadership, there is no doubt it will
maintain its long-standing reputation of service
and devotion to those in Fort Worth’s Stop Six
Area.

To commemorate their 102 years of serv-
ices, St. James African Methodist Episcopal
Church is having a Church Anniversary Cele-
bration. The celebration began on January
10th and will end on April 25th, the anniver-
sary of the church’s beginnings.

Madam Speaker, St. James African Meth-
odist Episcopal Church is a shining light in
Fort Worth, Texas. | am extremely proud to
represent Reverend Damon Blakeley and the
entire church congregation in the 26th Con-
gressional District of Texas. Their service to
the community is valued and appreciated, and
| look forward to watching the church continue
to grow, and observing the positive impact
they will continue to have in North Texas.

———

A TRIBUTE TO DEACON VICTOR M.
BOWES

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 2010

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to honor Deacon Victor
M. Bowes. | congratulate Deacon Bowes on
the occasion of his 100th birthday and thank
him for his long history of service to his com-
munity.

Born March 10, 1910, Deacon Bowes was
born and raised in North Carolina. He moved
to Chester, Pennsylvania in 1942 to work as
a welder building ships for the defense of his
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country. He joined the Bethany Baptist Church
in Chester three years later, beginning his

more than 60-year relationship with the
Church.
After being ordained a deacon, Deacon

Bowes was appointed Chairman of the Board
of Deacons on March 7, 1957. He served in
this capacity for over 42 years, overseeing in-
credible progress and developments within his
church. In recognition of his service, he was
honored in 1999 with the title of Chairman
Emeritus for the Board of Deacons.

Throughout his tenure at Bethany Baptist
Church, Deacon Bowes has worked tirelessly
to better his community. He served as church
school treasurer for 30 years, taught Sunday
School classes, and was a regular teacher of
Wednesday Night Bible Study for many years.
Deacon Bowes was Chairman of the Building
Committee Ministry that oversaw the construc-
tion of a new church building.

Madam Speaker, | ask that you and my
other distinguished colleagues join me in con-
gratulating Deacon Bowes on the occasion of
his 100th birthday, and thank the Deacon for
his long history of work and involvement in his
community.

DANNY ADKINS
HON. SHELLEY MOORE CAPITO

OF WEST VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 2010

Mrs. CAPITO. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to ask that we take a moment to honor Danny
Adkins, who lost his life while giving rescue
support to the flooded areas of Raleigh Coun-
ty, West Virginia.

In the early hours of March 13, 2010, Danny
Adkins was part of a five-man crew of volun-
teer firefighters from Glasgow, West Virginia
called upon to aid rescue crews in Raleigh
County. Trained in swift water rescue, Danny’s
courageous efforts saved the lives of many
before his boat capsized and he was swept
away by the rapid floodwaters. After six days
of searching by nearly a hundred volunteers,
Danny’s body was found Friday, March 19,
2010. Danny’s courage and selflessness are
known by all that knew him. He has been a
hero to so many and will be missed dearly.

| take this time to remember Danny Adkins.
He gave his life to save others. | want to thank
all firefighters throughout West Virginia that
sacrifice so much for their communities, with a
special thank you to Glasgow Volunteer Fire
Chief Marty Blankenship, Fire Captain Jay
Slack, and the fellow firefighters of the Glas-
gow Volunteer Fire Department. My deepest
thoughts and prayers are with his two sons,
Devin and Ethan, his daughter, Allyssa, and
his girlfriend, Bobbie Evans.

IN MEMORY OF BRENDAN BECK
HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 2010

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, on behalf
of myself and Congresswoman KAY GRANGER,
| rise today in memory of Brendan Beck, a
casualty of the tragic earthquake that struck
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Port-au-Prince, Haiti on January 12, 2010. As
a civil engineer, Brendan had traveled to Haiti
to help the U.S. Agency for International De-
velopment to begin a project analyzing the in-
frastructure of Northern Haiti.

After studying engineering at the University
of Florida, he went on to join the Peace
Corps, where he served in the African nation
of Mali. His adventurous spirit led him to travel
the world, where he was able to utilize his
knowledge of engineering to transform under-
privileged nations. Brendan was always quick
to lend a helping hand to those in need.

Brendan tragically lost his life in the collapse
of the Hotel Montana. While helping study the
infrastructure of Northern Haiti, Brendan was
forced to make a stop in Port-au-Prince due to
weather. He checked into the Hotel Montana
hours before the earthquake struck.

After receiving the devastating news, Sally
Baldwin, Brendan’s mother, visited Wash-
ington, DC to share Brendan’s story, and en-
couraged us to continue supporting the efforts
of the recovery teams. She asked for search
and rescue support to be specifically targeted
at the site of the Hotel Montana.

Brendan’s family was notified on February
15, 2010, 34 days after the earthquake struck
Port-au-Prince, that Brendan had been found.
Although his family was extremely grateful to
have him returned, they were devastated they
lost such an incredible son. His family and
friends have expressed their grief in the loss
of a son, brother and friend, whose fervor for
life was indescribable.

Madam Speaker, it is with great honor that
we rise today to honor the memory of Brendan
Beck. Brendan exemplified the qualities of a
model citizen, and | am proud to represent
such an outstanding individual in the United
States House of Representatives.

HONORING MR. CY GLUECK

HON. JO ANN EMERSON

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 2010

Mrs. EMERSON. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to a renowned member of
my district, a great Missourian and a great
American. Mr. Cy Glueck passed away on
Monday, March 22, after a lifetime of service
to Southern Missouri.

Mr. Glueck may be best known throughout
the region as the inventor of the Original Bolo-
gna Burger at Schindlers Tavern in New
Hamburg. If you haven’t ever had one, they
are well worth the trip. Mr. Glueck and his wife
operated the tavern for 28 years and are di-
rectly responsible for its stellar reputation.
Cherished as a true gathering place for the
community, Mr. Glueck made sure everyone
felt welcome in his establishment, whether it
was for family meals or euchre card games or
turkey shoots.

As part of his philanthropy, Mr. Glueck
hosted the Kow Pasture Klassic golf tour-
nament—played in a pasture with tennis balls
hit by any instrument from golf clubs to base-
ball bats. The point was to have fun and cele-
brate, but also to benefit a local charity. No
annual event in the community was more an-
ticipated than that one.

Yet Mr. Glueck’s contributions to the com-
munity extend far beyond bologna. He was a
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