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know the terrible things that the in-
surance companies were doing to their
customers.

First of all, a person would buy a
health insurance policy, they’d pay
into it year after year after year, then
they would get sick, probably a signifi-
cant issue. Maybe they get diabetes or
cancer, some other, maybe a heart ill-
ness; and it would get expensive and
the insurance companies would go
back, they would actually pay a bonus
to their people to review those claims,
go back to the original application
that may have been made years before,
and find an error, perhaps it was some-
thing as simple as having acne when
they were teenagers, or an asthma at-
tack at the age of three. They would
then use that to cancel the policy,
leaving the person high and dry, in
deep financial trouble.

The health care reform law signed by
the President yesterday says, no more,
no more rescissions. Those days are
over. The health insurance industry in
this year will be prohibited from re-
scinding policies and dumping people
after they become sick.

Now, for those that are already sick
and don’t have a health insurance pol-
icy, the legislation provides for people
that are 50 to 65, who have a pre-
existing condition, and this is the pop-
ulation that is literally unemployable
because they’re sick. They have some
preexisting illness. And nobody, no em-
ployer up there would want to pick
them up because they know that if
they were to hire that person, the cost
of health care for all of their employ-
ees would go up. So those people are
left out.

But under the new law, there is a so-
lution for them. It’s a high-risk pool
that starts immediately. It goes into
place in the next 90 days. And those
people, and there are millions that fall
into this category, they will be able to
get insurance. They will not have to
face bankruptcy. They will be able to
be employable.

This is an enormously important
thing, and I've seen this in my days as
insurance commissioner. We didn’t
have the ability to deal with this ex-
cept in a very narrow way in Cali-
fornia, with what we call the high-risk
medical insurance program. But now,
with the Federal Government assist-
ance, people will be able to get insur-
ance.

The same thing for young children.
Infants, the day they’re born, they
come up with some serious illness.
Let’s say it’s a heart issue. That child
cannot be insured under the old pro-
gram. But now that the President has
used his left hand to sign the legisla-
tion, we now know that those children,
from the day they are born until they
are 26, will be able to get insurance and
their parents will be able to insure not
only themselves, but also their child.

The day I was sworn in, 2 days after
I was sworn in, I stood here on the floor
and I spoke about the health care re-
form that I voted on on November 6.
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And I spoke about a dear friend of mine
whose child was born with a kidney ail-
ment. He and his wife struggled for
years to find the money to pay for the
insurance. Their insurance was can-
celed. They had it when the child was
born, but their insurance was canceled
by the insurance company because the
kid had a very serious kidney problem.

With the new law in place, the hard-
ship that that family has gone through
for now 20 years is over. The insurance
policy that they had the day the child
was born cannot be canceled. And so
for that family and millions of families
like that, the insurance reform pro-
vides an immediate benefit.

And for all of the men and women
out there and the mothers and fathers
that have a kid that is approaching the
age of 23, and about to be thrown off
the families insurance policy, know
this: with the bill that was signed yes-
terday, and in 6 months, that child,
young adult will be able to stay on the
family’s health insurance policy until
the age of 26.

And I cannot even begin to count the
number of calls that I've had, and
emails I've had saying, oh, thank God.
I know, as a parent, that my child will
continue to have health insurance at
least until they’re 26. And then at that
time, 2014, the rest of the program
kicks into place.

Final point is this, and that is, pre-
existing conditions for all of us. At the
end of this year, those preexisting con-
ditions will no longer be the case.

Final point, and then I'm going to
close, long before my hour is over. And
my final point is this: this legislation
is fully paid for. Part of the pay, part
of the money to pay for this is an ob-
scene bonus that the insurance compa-
nies were granted 6 years ago, and that
is known as the Medicare Advantage
bonus. The average cost of providing
Medicare insurance was calculated, and
the insurance companies were given a
15 percent bonus to do what they
should have been able to do without
any additional money. We’re going to
end that bonus. We’re going to take
that money and plow it back into the
Medicare program.

And the Medicare program, by law,
no benefit reductions. That’s what the
law says. I hear a lot of other talk out
there and a lot of scare tactics, but the
fact is that the Medicare Advantage
program will continue, but the bonus
that was given to the insurance compa-
nies, an unnecessary multi-billion dol-
lar bonus, is going to end and the
money will be put back into the basic
Medicare program so that the financial
solvency of the Medicare program will
be extended 9 years.

Now, that’s important to everybody
that is approaching Medicare and is in
Medicare today. So people are going to
continue to want to live to get into
Medicare. That’s what’s out ahead for
the Medicare recipients.

And I talked about the wellness pro-
gram earlier.

Final point is this: on the financial
side of the health care reform, the def-
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icit of the United States Government
in the years 2010 to 2020 will be reduced
by $132 billion. That’s in the first 10
years. So that is a reduction in the def-
icit. It comes about by reducing the
amount of money that will have to be
spent by the government on health
care as a result of all of these reforms
that are in the bill, some of which I've
talked about tonight.

In the next 10 years, 2020 until 2030,
the deficit will be reduced by $1.3 tril-
lion, an enormous amount of money.
So whatever the discussion you’ve
heard out there in public, and all of the
mischaracterizations of this bill that
have been going on for months and, in-
deed, almost a year now, the facts are
the deficit will be reduced, the program
is fully funded, and it provides very,
very necessary benefits immediately to
small businesses with a tax credit to
help pay for their insurance; for indi-
viduals, ending the insurance discrimi-
nation; and for seniors, a major new ef-
fort to keep you healthy so that you
can enjoy life more, and the cost of the
Medicare programs will be reduced.

With that, Madam Speaker, I yield
back and thank people for the oppor-
tunity to explain a very, very impor-
tant part of the new America that we
will have in the years ahead.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mrs. MALONEY (at the request of Mr.
HOYER) for today after 2 p.m. on ac-
count of a death in the family.

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida
(at the request of Mr. BOEHNER) for
today before 3 p.m. on account of fam-
ily reasons.

————

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. SARBANES) to revise and
extend their remarks and include ex-
traneous material:)

Ms. SUTTON, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. KAPTUR, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. PoLIs, for 5 minutes, today.

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. MORAN of Kansas) to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material:)

Mr. CARTER, for 5 minutes, today and
March 25.

Mr. WoLF, for 5 minutes, today and
March 25 and 26.

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona, for 5 minutes,
March 26.

————

BILL PRESENTED TO THE
PRESIDENT

Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk of the
House reports that on March 22, 2010
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