April 13, 2010

This is America, where prosperity
and helping your fellow man should
mean more than just paying your
neighbors’ taxes. It’s about fairness
and freedom.

———

SYMPATHIES TO THE UPPER BIG
BRANCH MINERS

(Mrs. CAPITO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to extend my deepest sympathies
to the 29 victims of the Upper Big
Branch mine explosion, their families,
loved ones, and their community. Last
Monday’s tragedy occurred in
Montcoal, West Virginia, and it was
the worst mine disaster in over 40
years. It has been gut-wrenching for
our entire State.

In the wake of this horrific tragedy,
the citizens of West Virginia, including
our outstanding emergency and rescue
workers, and our Governor, pulled to-
gether to support the communities and
families devastated by this explosion.
As we grieve this loss of life, we must
also honor the victims of the accident
by taking the appropriate steps to en-
sure that this never happens again.
Never again in West Virginia or in any
other State can we let safety slip
through the cracks. We will not let this
happen again.

Now is the time to band together and
do everything we can to protect our
citizens. I hope you will join me in
praising our miners for the difficult
and dangerous work that they do, and
I ask that you keep all of the workers,
their families, and their communities
in your thoughts and prayers.

——————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken after 6:30 p.m. today.

———

SUPPORTING NATIONAL LIBRARY
WEEK

Ms. CHU. Mr. Speaker, I move to sus-
pend the rules and agree to the resolu-
tion (H. Res. 1222) supporting the goals
and ideals of National Library Week.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 1222

Whereas the Nation’s school, academic,
public, and special libraries make a dif-
ference in the lives of millions of people in
the United States, today, more than ever;

Whereas librarians are trained profes-
sionals, helping people of all ages and back-
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grounds find and interpret the information
they need to live, learn, and work in a chal-
lenging economy;

Whereas libraries are part of the American
Dream, places for opportunity, education,
self-help, and lifelong learning;

Whereas according to a December 2008 Na-
tional Center for Education Statistics
(NCES) report, public library use increased
to 1,400,000,000 visits nationwide during fiscal
year 2006, among all types of library users,
continuing a long term trend of increased li-
brary usage;

Whereas libraries play a vital role in sup-
porting the quality of life in their commu-
nities;

Whereas libraries help people of all ages
discover a world of knowledge, both in per-
son and online, as well as provide personal
service and assistance in finding needed in-
formation;

Whereas libraries are a key player in the
national discourse on intellectual freedom
and equity of access;

Whereas libraries are narrowing the ‘‘dig-
ital divide”’, by providing no-fee public com-
puter and Internet access to accommodate
the growing need for access to digital and
online information, including e-government,
continuing education, and employment op-
portunities;

Whereas in 71 percent of communities, li-
braries have the only no-fee public com-
puters; and

Whereas libraries, librarians, library work-
ers, and supporters across the United States
will celebrate National Library Week, April
11-17, 2010: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) supports the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Library Week;

(2) encourages all residents to visit a li-
brary to take advantage of the wonderful li-
brary resources available, and to thank their
librarians and library workers for making in-
formation accessible to all who walk through
the library’s doors; and

(3) supports librarians’ efforts to ensure
that all Americans can continue to access
21st century library services in school, pub-
lic, academic, and special libraries.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. CHU) and the gentleman
from Tennessee (Mr. ROE) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. CHU. Mr. Speaker, I request 5
legislative days during which Members
may revise and extend and insert ex-
traneous material on House Resolution
1222 into the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California?

There was no objection.

Ms. CHU. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself
as much time as I may consume.

I rise today in support of House Reso-
lution 1222, which encourages all Amer-
icans to take advantage of the numer-
ous resources libraries make available.
Across the country, libraries help de-
velop communities by bringing people
of all nationalities, ages, and socio-
economic backgrounds together to
enjoy the pleasures of literature,
media, and new technology. Libraries
foster national discourse on intellec-
tual freedom, and provide informa-
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tional equity across the Nation. Li-
braries not only provide free resources
to adults and children, but they also
preserve historical artifacts and infor-
mation, highlighting societal achieve-
ments.

Today we have nearly 123,000 librar-
ies nationwide playing a vital role in
creating vibrant, energized commu-
nities. Our very own Library of Con-
gress sponsors the annual National
Book Festival. Authors, illustrators,
and poets gather at the Nation’s Cap-
itol to promote reading and literacy in
all 50 States.
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In fact, President Obama and First
Lady Michelle Obama helped sponsor
this event as honorary chairs. Last
September, the annual National Book
Festival was a huge success. With 80
best-selling authors and over 1,000 vol-
unteers, scores of people gathered to
promote reading to children.

The Library of Congress is also a
great resource for the public. As the
largest library in the world, the Li-
brary of Congress holds more than 120
million items on approximately 530
miles of bookshelves. The collections
include more than 18 million books, 2.5
million recordings, 12 million photo-
graphs, 4.5 million maps, and 54 million
manuscripts.

National Library Week continues to
commend librarians who help the pub-
lic interpret the information they need
to live, learn, and navigate their way
into today’s challenging and com-
plicated economy. By providing free
educational opportunities and a safe
place for lifelong learning, libraries
help people to explore their curiosities
and to foster community involvement
in education.

I want to thank Representative
EHLERS for his leadership and for
bringing this important resolution for-
ward.

Again, I want to extend my gratitude
towards libraries for their work in our
communities, and I ask my colleagues
to support this important resolution.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. I yield myself
such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of House Resolution 1222, supporting
the goals and ideals of National Li-
brary Week. I also would like to asso-
ciate my remarks with the gentle-
woman from California.

First sponsored in 1958, National Li-
brary Week is a national observance
sponsored by the American Library As-
sociation and libraries across the coun-
try each year in April. It is a time to
celebrate the contributions of our Na-
tion’s libraries and librarians and to
promote library use and support.

In 1957, the National Book Com-
mittee developed a plan for National
Library Week based on the idea that,
once people were motivated to read,
they would support and use libraries.
With cooperation from various organi-
zations, the first National Library
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