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HONORING DR. JOHN HARTIG ON
HIS SELECTION AS A MICHIGAN
GREEN LEADER

HON. JOHN D. DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 14, 2010

Mr. DINGELL. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in appreciation of Dr. John Hartig of Michigan.
On April 22nd he, along with 15 others se-
lected from over 300 nominations, will be rec-
ognized by the Detroit Free Press as a Michi-
gan Green Leader. This is the first year of the
Michigan Green Leader awards to honor the
40th anniversary of Earth Day, our environ-
ment, and the hard work and dedication of
these outstanding institutions and people.

Dr. Hartig currently serves the United States
Fish and Wildlife Service as the Refuge Man-
ager for the Detroit River International Wildlife
Refuge. He is responsible for the conserva-
tion, protection, and restoration of habitat for
29 species of waterfowl, 65 different species
of fish, and 300 species of migratory birds in
the nearly 6000 acres abutting the Detroit
River in Southeast Michigan. The Refuge was
established in 2001 as part of an effort to pre-
serve this beautiful area, which is the intersec-
tion of the Atlantic and Mississippi Flyways
and where an estimated 7 million ducks,
geese, swans, and coots traverse the region
annually as part of their migratory patterns.

As a Trenton native, Dr. Hartig spent his
youth fishing on the Detroit River. He is
trained as a limnologist and has over 30 years
of experience in environmental science, man-
agement, and policy. He served a term as
President of the International Association for
Great Lakes Research—a group dedicated to
the study of large lakes and watersheds
around the world. He spent 5 years as the De-
troit River Navigator, a federal liaison identi-
fying and enacting valuable economic devel-
opment, environmental stewardship, and his-
torical preservation, for the Greater Detroit
American Heritage River Initiative, established
by Presidential Executive Order to protect and
preserve America’s Rivers. He also worked for
the International Joint Commission, estab-
lished by the United States and Canada to re-
solve Boundary Water issues, and helped es-
tablish the Canada-US Great Lakes Water
Quality Agreement for more than a decade.
He has taught Environmental Management
and Sustainable Development as an Adjunct
Professor at Wayne State University. Dr.
Hartig has written over 100 published articles
on the Great Lakes and authored or co-au-
thored a number of books including “UNDER
RAPS: Toward Grassroots Ecological Democ-
racy in the Great Lakes Basin,” “Honoring Our
Detroit River, Caring for Our Home,” and re-
cently “Burning Rivers: Revival of Four Urban-
Industrial Rivers That Caught on Fire.” His
work has garnered numerous other accolades,
including the 2003 Anderson-Everett Award for
contributions to the International Association
for the Great Lakes, the 2003 Community Lu-
minary Award from the DTE Energy Founda-
tion for his leadership in the development of
communities in Michigan, and the 1993 Sus-
tainable Development Award for Civic Leader-
ship from the Global Tomorrow Coalition.

John Hartig has dedicated his career to the
protection of some of Michigan’s most valu-
able and most vulnerable resources. His work
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affects the present and the future of one of
our nation’s great treasures and | am proud to
stand before you today in order to honor him
and the causes he has so diligently cham-
pioned.

—

HONORING THE LIFE OF TOM
TURNER

HON. STEVE COHEN

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 14, 2010

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor the life of Tom Turner, a man who
devoted his life in service to the Memphis
community. He was born in Atlanta, Georgia in
1924, and graduated from Georgia Institute of
Technology, after which he served his country
as a Lieutenant in the U.S. Army Air Corps
during World War Il. Afterwards, he moved to
Memphis, Tennessee where he worked as the
Division Manager for External Affairs at Buck-
eye Cellulose Technology for forty years.

Tom Turner was active in a multitude of
local organizations during his career and in re-
tirement. He was Chairman of the Boards of
Agricenter International, the Memphis Cham-
ber of Commerce, Junior Achievement, and
Goodwill Industries. In addition, Mr. Turner
served as Vice Chairman of the Boards of the
Airport Authority and Christian Brothers Uni-
versity. He was an active participant with Le
Moyne Owen College, MIFA and was a big
fundraiser for the United Way and the Salva-
tion Army. He was active in the Rotary Club,
Memphis in May, Memphis partners and the
Tennessee Independent College Fund. Mr.
Turner was an active member of his Church,
Wesleyan Hills United Methodist, where he
was Chairman of the administrative board and
taught Sunday School.

This is only a partial list of Mr. Turner’s in-
volvement in the Memphis community. He was
truly a tireless proponent of civic involvement.
The Volunteer Center of Memphis awarded
him the Golden Rule Award as the “Top Vol-
unteer in Memphis.” Christian Brothers Univer-
sity also awarded him the Maurelian Medal for
“exceptional service to the university and to
the wider community.” Thomas Turner's im-
pact was deeply felt in the Memphis Commu-
nity and his absence will undoubtedly be
deeply felt.

Tom Turner passed away on March 27,
2010, at the age of 85. He is survived by his
wife of 60 years, Doris Turner, two daughters,
Terri Panitz and Lisa Turner and partner Rob
Sangster, and five grandchildren. Memphis
mourns the loss of Mr. Turner who was tire-
lessly involved in his community’s growth. His
life was a reminder of just how much one per-
son can accomplish while serving the commu-
nity.

——————

HONORING MS. KARYN POREMPSKI

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, April 14, 2010
Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, | rise today

to recognize the commitment to service of Ms.
Karyn Porempski, the serving Department

April 14, 2010

President of the American Legion Auxiliary for
2009/2010.

During her time as Department President,
Karyn has worked tirelessly to assist our vet-
erans and communities throughout New York.
The Department Presidents Project, which she
oversees, is divided into two programs. The
first, the Creative Arts, New York project,
works to incorporate the arts into Veterans Af-
fairs recreational therapy programs. The
project raises funds to purchase medals, cer-
tificates, program books, and art supplies, and
allows veterans to enter their work into a na-
tional competition.

The second of Karyn’s projects is designed
to provide help for veterans of the Gulf War,
Operation Iraqi Freedom, and Operation En-
during Freedom. The project works alongside
the Veterans Administration to provide much
needed services that might otherwise fall
through the cracks because of red tape or
budgetary constraints. The funds she raises
for this project will help to provide transpor-
tation, grocery cards, and refreshments for
group events.

Karyn is expected to raise an impressive
$50,000 in funding for these projects. These
donations did not come easily, but instead are
the result of many trips throughout New York.

Karyn’s enthusiasm and commitment to the
American Legion extends throughout her fam-
ily as well. Her husband Joseph is a past Post
Commander and District Commander. Karyn’s
two daughters Holly and Tracey are members
of the Auxiliary, her granddaughters Rebecca
and Jenna are junior members, and her
grandson Jared is a member of the Sons of
the American Legion. Her father, sister, and,
until recently, mother were also members of
the American Legion; Karyn lost her mother
this past year.

Madam Speaker, | ask my fellow Members
to join me in recognizing Ms. Karyn Porempski
for her over forty years of service to the Amer-
ican Legion Auxiliary, our veterans, and west-
ern New York.

CELEBRATING THE BIRTH OF
CATHERINE GRACE McCAULEY

HON. JEB HENSARLING

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 14, 2010

Mr. HENSARLING. Madam Speaker, today |
wish to celebrate the birth of Catherine Grace
McCauley to her parents, Juli and Jared
McCauley of Lubbock, Texas. Cate was born
on April 13, 2010, at 11:15 p.m., weighing 7
pounds, 8 ounces and measuring 20 and one-
half inches.

Cate’s proud grandparents are Michael and
Cathy Buchanan and Roger and Diane
McCauley. She is the great-grandchild of Joe
and the late Billy Gene Buchanan, Troy and
Marge Jones, Arline and the late Ward
McCauley and Robert and Betty Minemier, Sr.
Cameron and Stacey Buchanan and Dee and
Jessica Buchanan are Cate’s excited aunts
and uncles.

Madam Speaker, as a father of two children,
| know what a momentous celebration this is
for Juli, Jared and their entire family, for a
child truly is a gift of the Lord. This family has
prayed about Cate’s arrival for years, and
today, Madam Speaker, they can proclaim
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