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that business. But the bottom line is,
Mr. Speaker, that today, Tax Day, is a
big deal in America.

It’s the day that we can stop and
think about how lucky, how we have
benefited by being in this great coun-
try of ours, where we have a great Con-
stitution that protects our liberties.
We have great public employees who
work hard every day to make sure
Americans have good services, teach-
ers, firefighters, police officers, people
who work in Head Start every day to
try to help the children, people who
really get out there and give all they
have to help Americans.

It’s a great day to just think about
how lucky we are as Americans to have
the Medicare system to help our sen-
iors, TRICARE to help our soldiers,
and now we are going to have over 32
million Americans get health -care
under the newly passed health care
bill. These things, our taxes go to these
things, and I am proud that they do.

It means that we live in a society
that has compassion, it means we have
a society that is responsible, that is
going to meet the needs of all Ameri-
cans, and it means that it is going to
be done in a responsible way. Not the
way the Republican caucus has done in
the past, which is just cuts taxes for
the wealthiest Americans and then cre-
ates massive deficits, but in a respon-
sible way that’s paid for and that broad
cross-sections of Americans benefit
from.

This is the kind of tax cut that we
need. This is the kind of help that we
need. Not the Bush-type tax cuts but
Obama tax cuts, which go to benefit
large percentages of Americans.

Every congressional Republican
voted against a tax cut for 95 percent
of American families, Mr. Speaker.
These 95 percent of Americans, I betcha
they are going to be remembering that
come November.

Anyway, the fact is that this is a
very important day. This is Tax Day.
This is the day that we think about our
investment in our country. This is the
day that we say, you know what? Not
everything the government spends
money on I agree with, but I am happy
that I am in America and can benefit
from living in this great country.

Being an American is not free. If you
have the income to help pay the dues,
to pay the costs of this society, you
should help. There is nothing wrong
with it. It’s not a punishment. Some of
our Republican caucus friends will say
it’s a punishment or taxes are evil or
they are bad or something like that.
They shouldn’t be higher than they are
supposed to be, but they ought to be
high enough to pay for the needs of the
government so we don’t have massive
deficits.
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And yet they have created these mas-
sive deficits that Democrats are trying
to dig us out of right now.

So let me just say, as I begin to wind
down—and just signaling to my Repub-
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lican Caucus folks that if they’re going
to take the rest of the time, it might
be a good time to think about getting
up—the fact is that under Democratic
leadership we passed a bill that would
promote hiring incentives. We passed
health care legislation that would pro-
mote health care and small businesses
to be getting a tax credit in order to
cover Americans to offer them health
care. We have offered tax cuts to 95
percent of Americans.

Democrats believe in middle class
tax cuts that are responsible and paid
for. Democrats believe that it is pro-
gressive to put money in the hands of
Americans when it doesn’t explode
deficits and when it does help spur de-
mand and when it does help Americans
meet their daily expenses. We’re not in
favor of huge tax cuts for people who
don’t really need them—and didn’t
even ask for them—but we are in favor
of responsible tax cuts to middle class
Americans.

So on tax day, I joined with you just
the other day this weekend in signing
my tax form. I owed this year, but as I
said goodbye to my money, I knew that
if it was going to take care of a Kkid
who needed a meal or give a young sol-
dier the equipment they need in de-
fending our country or to help this
country do better and be more effec-
tive, well, I'm willing to do that be-
cause I think it’s my duty as an Amer-
ican to do so.

So with that, I yield back and thank
the Speaker for the time.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
TEAGUE). Members must address their
remarks in debate to the Chair and not
to a viewing audience.

—————
TAX DAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. BURGESS) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the minority
leader.

Mr. BURGESS. I thank the Speaker
for the recognition. I thank the leader-
ship on my side for allowing me to talk
this hour.

Mr. Speaker, it is April 15. It is the
day that we file our taxes, or in some
cases we submit a request for an exten-
sion. In the interest of full disclosure,
I did submit a request for an extension,
not because—well, I will tell you, when
I was practicing medicine when I was a
physician, my taxes were a great deal
more complicated than they are today.
But even today it is difficult to keep up
with all of those various pieces of paper
that you must collect after a year’s
worth of living and deliver to your ac-
countant in order that they may accu-
rately and correctly assess your taxes.
That is one of the things that has al-
ways bothered me. It is one thing to
pay taxes. The previous gentleman said
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it’s one of our obligations for living in
a free society; I don’t dispute that—I
may dispute the level at which he
wants to see us taxed—but at the same
time, I don’t see why it always has to
be so hard. I would like to give people
another option, and that’s what I want
to talk about this evening, Mr. Speak-
er.

But, actually, first, I do need to talk
a little bit about what we just heard
over the past hour because it was a
wonderful story; but, Mr. Speaker,
maybe if we’re going to tell stories we
ought to start out with, ‘““Once upon a
time’’ and end up with, ‘““And they lived
happily ever after.”

The gentleman was quite correct in
quoting a poll that said only 12 percent
of Americans believe that President
Obama has cut taxes. But what do you
think is the reason for that? Maybe it’s
because in the last 15 months taxes in
this country have increased by $670 bil-
lion and counting, according to the
Committee on Ways and Means. Many
of these tax hikes include taxes on peo-
ple whom the President said during his
campaign for the Presidency that peo-
ple would not see a tax increase. And
what are some of those? Well, the pre-
vious gentleman alluded to the fact
that we just passed and the President
just signed a massive health care bill.
But, really, if we were honest in our
discussion about that bill, we would
call it a massive tax increase bill be-
cause honestly that’s what it was. It
didn’t really have that much to do with
health care, but it sure had a lot to do
with taxes.

There is going to be a new tax on in-
dividuals who don’t purchase govern-
ment-approved insurance. And guess
what? That tax will fall on Americans,
some Americans who earn less than
$200,000 a year, violating the pledge
made by President Obama when he was
campaigning for the highest office in
the land. Now, for most people that’s
not a great surprise because there were
so0 many promises made that were not
kept during that campaign.

Oh, remember things like, I'm going
to take public financing for my Presi-
dential campaign. Remember the great
transparency hoax that was played
upon the American people: oh, sure,
we’ll create a health care bill and I'll
have everybody in around a big table
and we’ll invite C-SPAN in so you can
see who’s standing with the special in-
terests and who’s standing with the
American people. Well, guess what?
You didn’t get to do that, did you, be-
cause that was another promise that
wasn’t kept.

Well, promises to not raise taxes on
Americans earning less than $200,000 a
year unfortunately were one of the
first casualties of this administration,
and the sad thing is it continues to be
a casualty of this administration.

What about the new tax on employ-
ers who fail to fully comply with the
government health insurance man-
dates? That might fall on some people
who earn less than $200,000 a year. It’s
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