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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. BLUMENAUER).

————

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC.,
April 15, 2010.

I hereby appoint the Honorable EARL
BLUMENAUER to act as Speaker pro tempore
on this day.

NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

————

PRAYER

Rev. Dr. Clyde Mighells, Lighthouse
Reformed Church, Howard, Pennsyl-
vania, offered the following prayer:

O Lord, who called this Nation into
being through the lives and sacrifice of
those whose hearts were stayed upon
You; be upon and within this congres-
sional body as they conduct the work
of this great Nation.

Grant them courage to stand for
what is right, resistance when pressed
to do wrong, compassion for the con-
cerns of Your heart, and the ability to
preserve and protect the Constitution
of these United States of America.

May the very mind of Christ be upon
them as they labor to write the next
chapter in the legacy of this great
land; that their plans might be guided
by the heritage upon which we stand,
that their lives might reflect the call-
ing to serve, and that this great Nation
might continue to embrace and support
the work of freedom and democracy
throughout the world.

It is in the blessed name of our Lord,
Jesus Christ, that we lay these re-
quests at Your feet. Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the

last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr. KAGEN)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. KAGEN led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———————

WELCOMING REV. DR. CLYDE
MIGHELLS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) is recognized
for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, it has been a rare privi-
lege this day to have the minister from
my church, the Lighthouse Reformed
Church in Howard, Pennsylvania, the
Reverend Dr. Clyde Mighells, lead the
prayer before the House of Representa-
tives.

Dr. Mighells was born the son of a
tent evangelist, and followed his father
into the ministry when he was or-
dained by the Presbyterian Church,
USA, in 1985. He then took his master’s
from Dubuque Theological Seminary
and his doctorate at Newport Univer-
sity in 1996.

While performing the tasks of pas-
toral ministry, Dr. Mighells followed
his father’s example of using magic
tricks as teaching tools. He found that
magic tricks would pique the interest
of his listeners and create a more re-
ceptive audience.

After 20 years serving churches
across New York and Pennsylvania, in

2006 Dr. Mighells and his wife Sharon
developed a performance ministry, tak-
ing the message of escaping drugs and
the timely topic of anti-bullying into
elementary, middle, and high schools.
In 2009, they were featured at the Inter-
national Fellowship of Christian Magi-
cians.

We are lucky enough to have Pastor
Mighells as our minister, and we don’t
mind sharing him with his continuing
great ministry work in schools,
churches, and with other groups.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to 10 requests
for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle.

————
TRIBUTE TO LARRY WEYERS

(Mr. KAGEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KAGEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to pay tribute to Larry Weyers
of Green Bay, Wisconsin, as he enters
his retirement. For 24 years, Mr.
Weyers has served northeastern Wis-
consin as a distinguished community
leader. As his friends, family, and col-
leagues will gather at the Green Bay
Packer stadium, Lambeau Field, on
April 19 to pay tribute to him and his
dedicated service to our community, I
respectfully request my colleagues join
in honoring this outstanding indi-
vidual.

Among his many accomplishments,
Mr. Weyers has been presented with
the Rotary Free Enterprise Award and
received an honorary Golden Apple
Award from the Green Bay Area Part-
ners in Education. In 2009, he was a
nominee for the Platts Lifetime
Achievement Award. Mr. Weyers has
supported his community, and we wish
him well in his retirement.
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Mr. Speaker, as Mr. Weyers cele-
brates his retirement, I ask all of my
colleagues to salute him and to remind
him that retirement is simply reoccu-
pation, and he will be just too busy to
g0 back to work.

————————

SURRENDERING OUR SUPERIORITY
IN SPACE TECHNOLOGY

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, for
as long as I can remember, America
has reached for the stars. Nothing has
gotten more kids to do their math and
science homework than the dream of
being an astronaut. All of America
stood still, huddled at their black-and-
white TV sets, when Neil Armstrong
stepped out on the moon.

America put a man on the moon, set-
ting the imaginations of our children
on fire, feeding that good old American
desire to be the best, to achieve, to
dream of things not yet done. But the
administration says they are canceling
NASA’s Project Constellation and
America’s return to the moon. America
is surrendering our superiority in space
technology to the Russians.

Unilateral space abandonment is
nonsense. So next time our astronauts
want to go into space, they will have to
hitchhike with the Chinese or the Rus-
sians. And if we need to repair a de-
fense satellite, I am sure our buddies,
the Chinese, will be glad to give us a
lift. Yeah, right. Our children, our fu-
ture will suffer for this incompetent
decision. This ought not to be.

But that’s just the way it is.

—————

HONORING ERICKA DEBENEDICTIS

(Mr. HEINRICH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HEINRICH. Mr. Speaker, I have
often said that innovation is what
America does best. Recently, I had the
honor of meeting one of our great cur-
rent and future innovators, Ericka
DeBenedictis. Ms. DeBenedictis is an
18-year-old Albuquerque student who
recently won the prestigious Intel
Science Talent Search, which recog-
nizes our best and brightest young sci-
entists. This long-standing award has
been characterized as the equivalent of
winning a junior Nobel Prize.

Ms. DeBenedictis received the top
prize because of her research in low en-
ergy orbit software, a program which
would enable space vehicles to navi-
gate the solar system using gravity’s
pull and minimal fuel.

On behalf of everyone in New Mexi-
co’s First Congressional District, I
want to say how incredibly proud we
are of Ms. DeBenedictis and the hard
work that she put into her project. As
I’ve said, innovation is what America
does best. And it looks like innovation
might be what Ms. DeBenedictis does
best too.
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TAX DAY

(Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky. Mr. Speak-
er, as Kentuckians file their taxes
today, sending their hard-earned dol-
lars to the Federal Treasury, Ameri-
cans want to know exactly what they
are getting in return. Like jobs maybe?
Over the last 2 years, Congress has
given America three things: a series of
bailouts, a failed stimulus package,
and a government takeover of health
care, each costing around a trillion dol-
lars or more. In return, there are over
225,000 Kentuckians and 15 million
Americans out of work. Everyone
agrees that the economy and job cre-
ation have been at the top of the list of
what Americans are saying is the most
important things to be done.

Rightfully, in my mind, we hear over
and over again, ‘“Where are the jobs?”
Well, we are going to focus on climate
change or we are going to focus on
other things that Americans don’t care
about when in fact we need a sound en-
ergy policy, a sound manufacturing
policy, and a sound trade policy. In-
stead of focusing on the economy and
job creation, the agenda in Congress
has left Americans with uncertainty.

When Americans feel their tax dol-
lars aren’t being used right, the Demo-
crats in Congress say, ‘‘Just send
more.”” Well, Americans expect our
focus to be on policies that create jobs,
building a future for our children. And
business can’t thrive on an economy
falsely buoyed.

——————

IN MEMORY OF REVEREND
BENJAMIN HOOKS

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, a great
cedar, a great lion, a leader, a golden-
throated warrior and silver-tongued or-
ator of the Gospel, and a great civil
rights icon, Benjamin Hooks, fell in
Memphis, Tennessee this morning.

The Reverend Benjamin L. Hooks
was the head of the NAACP from 1977
to 1992. He was also the first African
American on the Federal Communica-
tions Commission, appointed by Presi-
dent Nixon. He served 5 years, from
1972 to 1977. And the first African
American trial court judge in Ten-
nessee, appointed by Governor Frank
Clement in 1965, and elected in 1966.

The Reverend Hooks led this country
through some of its more difficult
times in civil rights. He joined with Dr.
King in the Southern Christian Leader-
ship Conference in 1956 after he had
been ordained as a minister in Mem-
phis at Middle Baptist Church. He was
an attorney, he was a businessman, he
was a minister, he was a civil rights
leader.

He was awarded the Medal of Free-
dom by President Bush in 2007, and re-
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cently was up here in Congress and
talked to many Members of the Con-
gress in the Rayburn Building just 2
months ago. He leaves his wife Frances
and many, many millions who bene-
fited from his leadership and his cour-
age. His was a life well lived.

Thank you for coming our way, Ben-
jamin Hooks.

———

“WE THE PEOPLE” EVENTS IN
AIKEN

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, a grassroots group in Aiken,
South Carolina, is holding meetings to
educate the residents about the Con-
stitution and the principles of our
Founding Fathers. Coordinated by
Debbie Nix, the group is called ‘“We the
People, Aiken.” I am pleased to have
attended one of their weekly Constitu-
tion classes recently at the H. Odell
Weeks Activity Center.

During my recent visit to the group
meeting, I highlighted my concerns
about the government health care
takeover and discussed how simply re-
pealing it is not sufficient. We believe
we must swap it with a more affordable
solution that is centered around the
patient and not the government. That
is why I introduced H.R. 4944, the Sid-
ing With America’s Patients (SWAP)
Act, to continue to cover preexisting
conditions, but will repeal the tax
hikes and the unaffordable mandates
on individuals and small business own-
ers.

I want to thank the members of ‘“We
the People, Aiken”’ for their warm wel-
come and for their efforts to promote
America’s founding principles.

In conclusion, God bless our troops
and we will never forget September 11
in the Global War on Terrorism.

————
TAX CUTS BENEFIT OHIOANS

(Mr. WILSON of Ohio asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, as
this country’s economy was about to
fall off the cliff, Congress acted. We
strengthened and improved our econ-
omy by helping working families. On
Tax Day, it is important to note that
99 percent of the working families in
my State of Ohio have benefited from
25 different tax cuts through the Amer-
ican Recovery and Reinvestment Act.

Mr. Speaker, according to the Citi-
zens for Tax Justice, working people in
Ohio received on average $1,046 from
these breaks. That includes an average
of $496 from one of the fastest and most
widely shared tax cuts in American
history, the Making Work Pay tax cut.
Social Security recipients received a
one-time recovery payment of $250.
And more than 879,000 families in Ohio
were protected from paying higher
taxes under the alternative minimum
tax.
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More must be done as we put Amer-
ica back to work, but I am proud to
have supported the Recovery Act and
am pleased to see the tax cuts helping
s0 many Americans.

GOVERNMENT GONE WILD

(Mr. BONNER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, spring
break just ended, but if you thought
Washington tax-and-spenders were tak-
ing a vacation from their money-grab-
bing ways, you were badly mistaken.
Every day it seems another headline is
proclaiming the administration’s lat-
est plans to dramatically increase your
taxes in order to pay for its trillion-
dollar spending binge.

Now, there are some close to the
President who are throwing out the
possibility that after the election they
are going to throw out a value added
tax not in place of our current tax sys-
tem, but in addition to it. Mr. Speaker,
this isn’t the latest video of spring
breakers going wild, this is a real life
example of government gone wild.

The President, backed by the largest
Democrat majorities in Congress since
the 1970s, has doubled the Federal def-
icit in just 1 year, and has forced down
our throat a government takeover of
health care that, mark my words, the
American people don’t want and we
cannot afford. Ironically, hardworking
taxpayers will have until midnight to-
night to file their tax returns. They
have worked 4 long months just to pay
their Federal tax bill. And soon they
will be working even longer to feed this
addiction. This has got to end.

———
O 1015

HONORING OUR VIETNAM
VETERANS

(Mr. KLEIN of Florida asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to honor the veterans of the
Vietnam War in my congressional dis-
trict in south Florida and around our
country. These heroic soldiers an-
swered the call of duty, and we’re all
grateful for their service and their sac-
rifice.

Many of our Vietnam veterans didn’t
get the welcome home they deserve,
and that is why this Saturday, one of
our great local veterans, Commander
David Knapp, is organizing a welcome
home event in Ft. Lauderdale. It may
be belated, but I say, better late than
never.

Every day I go to work fighting to
make sure that every man and woman
who has worn the uniform of our coun-
try has access to the full range of bene-
fits they have earned. That means
world-class health care, access to a col-
lege education and more.
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I look forward this weekend to hon-
oring the service of our local Vietnam
veterans and every day as we work to-
gether to stand with those who served
our country.

—

TAX DAY

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, tax day.
Today is a grim day for many Ameri-
cans. It was only last week that the av-
erage American taxpayer had worked
enough days to pay their annual bill,
and the current Congress is looking to
add even more days to that burden.

In the present Congress alone, taxes
have been increased by $670 billion, and
at least 14 new taxes will hit middle-in-
come Americans. At the end of the
year, the death tax will snap back up
to its 2001 level, gobbling up family
farms and small businesses. Marginal
tax rates will snap back up to previous
levels reducing America’s take-home
pay. And now we hear that the admin-
istration may consider a new value
added tax to pay for the entitlements
and increased government spending.

The simple fact is that more money
in the pocket of the government is less
in the bank accounts of our family
businesses.

Today is a grim tax day. But I worry
that 2011 will look much worse for the
American taxpayer.

———

TAX RELIEF

(Mr. SIRES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, as today is
tax day, it is important that American
people are aware of the savings and tax
cuts brought to them over the past
yvear. In conjunction with President
Obama, we have ensured that tax
breaks no longer focus on the wealthy,
but rather on the hardworking Ameri-
cans.

With the enactment of the Recovery
Act, we are able to provide tax breaks
for many aspects of American life,
from investing in small business, to in-
vesting in energy efficiency, to sending
your child to college, to buying a new
car. These tax reductions are helping
families and businesses across America
get back on their feet while spurring
business investment and job creation.

All totaled, Congress has enacted
over $800 billion in tax cuts, including
25 within the Recovery Act. Perhaps
one of the most critical provisions of
the past year was the Making Work
Pay tax credit, which is dedicated to
providing 95 percent of all American
workers with a tax break, including
254,000 residents in my district alone
through the reduction in tax
withholdings by their employer.

As Americans return their tax forms
today, a majority will find that a por-
tion of their burden has been lifted
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through the swift action of this Cham-
ber.

————————

IT’S TIME TO CUT TAXES AND
SPENDING

(Mr. FLEMING asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. FLEMING. Mr. Speaker, as mil-
lions of Americans, and the people in
my State of Louisiana, file their in-
come taxes today, they are reminded
how they labor under a tax scheme
that discourages hard work, invest-
ment and savings.

Federal, State and local taxes claim
almost 27 percent of the average Amer-
ican’s income. This means the average
taxpayer worked until April 9 this year
just to make enough money to pay
their taxes. Meanwhile, our budget def-
icit this year is a record $1.5 trillion,
three times the highest Bush deficit.

This tax increase equates to more
than $2,100 for every person in the
United States and explodes the Presi-
dent’s pledge not to raise taxes on
Americans earning less than $200,000.

And now we hear that the adminis-
tration is considering a value added tax
which taxes goods and services at every
point in the process.

Mr. Speaker, when it comes to taxes
and our budget, let me suggest that
Americans are not undertaxed; Wash-
ington is overspending. It is time for
Congress to cut taxes across the board
and stop the wasteful spending pro-
grams.

———

TAX RELIEF FOR AMERICAN
FAMILIES

(Ms. EDWARDS of Maryland asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. EDWARDS of Maryland. Mr.
Speaker, today, as Americans put the
finishing touches on their tax returns,
they’ll see that Congress and this
President have enacted tax cuts that
benefit middle class and working class
families. Despite the echo chamber of
right wing misinformation, some of it
we’ve heard here today, Mr. Speaker,
we can finally set the record straight.
For 8 long years, the Republicans put
the interests of the wealthy few above
the interests of middle class families,
and they gave massive tax cuts for
only a few Americans, sent the na-
tional debt soaring, and they had no
way to pay for it.

In this last year we’ve cut $800 billion
in taxes focused on helping middle
class families and small businesses.
Americans are getting jobs, they’re
buying homes or a car, and they’re
sending their children to college.

As Bruce Bartlett, adviser under
Presidents Reagan and George H.W.
Bush recently noted, ‘‘Federal taxes
are very considerably lower by every
measure since Obama became Presi-
dent.”



H2584

And so while the other guys stand
with the banks and insurance compa-
nies and CEOs, we’ll continue to stand
on the side of working families.

———

WHO WOULD HAVE EVER
IMAGINED?

(Mr. JORDAN of Ohio asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. JORDAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker,
who would have ever imagined in the
greatest country in history we would
see the things we have over the last
year from the Democrat Congress and
the Obama administration?

Who’d have ever thought we’d see a
$1.4 trillion deficit? Who would have
ever thought we’d see a $12 trillion na-
tional debt?

Who would have ever imagined we’d
have $670 billion and counting in new
taxes imposed this year on American
taxpayers, including taxes on the mid-
dle class?

And, now, who would have ever imag-
ined coming soon to you and your fam-
ily, a value added tax?

How bad does it have to get before we
stop the madness, before we stop the
excessive spending, the excessive bor-
rowing and the excessive taxation?

Mr. Speaker, today, on tax day, the
American people get it. Hopefully, soon
the Democratic Congress will.

COMMEMORATING THE  DISTIN-
GUISHED CAREER OF STEVE
JOHNSON, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
OF THE WASHINGTON PUBLIC
UTILITY DISTRICTS ASSOCIA-
TION

(Mr. INSLEE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Speaker, we have
been doing a lot of work here in the
House to try to lead the country for-
ward on energy independence and en-
ergy security, but there’s been some
great local leadership as well.

I want to honor today one of those
great local leaders, Mr. Steve Johnson,
one of my constituents who, for 23
years, has served with distinction as
the executive director of the Wash-
ington Public Utility Districts.

Steve has had an incredible career
leading this group forward, which rep-
resents 27 public utility districts.
That’s over 1.7 million citizens. And I
want to note three of this local leader’s
achievements.

First, he has led to reforms which
have benefited Washingtonians who
have not had high speed telecommuni-
cations available to them, truly a vi-
sionary action by Steve.

Second, Steve’s leadership has al-
ways helped PUDs obtain funding for
more energy efficiency and conserva-
tion projects. Steve’s been ahead of his
time.

And, third, Steve’s been a real leader
in municipal water systems. Steve’s ca-
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reer has really been notable for moving
the PUDs forward. He’s been a great
local leader. We hope the country fol-
lows his leadership.

Congratulations to Steve and Vicki
in their next great pursuit.

————
A WIN FOR AMERICAN WORKERS

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
American workers have just won a
great and historic victory. Employees
of Mohawk Industries will share the $18
million that the company agreed to
pay to settle a lawsuit accusing it of
hiring illegal immigrants in order to
hold down wages.

The settlement comes on the heels of
the Obama administration’s decision to
largely abandon enforcement of our
immigration laws at America’s work-
places. This legal victory gives a valu-
able tool to other workers who suffer
at the hands of employers who want to
keep wages low by hiring illegal immi-
grants.

If the Obama administration won’t
act to protect American workers,
American workers now have the power
to protect themselves by filing law-
suits against employers who hire cheap
and illegal labor.

Mr. Speaker, if employers continue
to break immigration laws, may there
be many more such lawsuits.

————

HONORING THE LIFE OF ROB
KRENTZ

(Ms. GIFFORDS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. GIFFORDS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to pay tribute to Rob Krentz, a
rancher whose family has been in
southeast Arizona since 1907.

On March 27, Rob was shot and mur-
dered on his ranch. This senseless act
is a stark reminder why the federal
government must do more to protect
citizens who live and work along the
southern Arizona border. Law enforce-
ment officials believe the Kkiller may
have been a drug smuggler who escaped
to Mexico.

Mr. Krentz was a pillar of the ranch-
ing community. He had a heart as big
as the land that he loved. Many who
spoke at his funeral said that Rob was
the nicest guy you will ever meet.

He was a humanitarian who provided
food and water to the people that he
found in distress, and was likely doing
just that when he was murdered.

Rob will be known for his work with
the Malpai Borderlands Group, ranch-
ers who are dedicated to conservation
of the land.

Rob Krentz was a husband, a brother,
a father, a grandfather, an uncle, and a
friend to so many. We grieve his loss
and send our prayers to his wife, Susan,
and children, Andy, Frank, Kyle, and
all that knew this great man.
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He will be deeply missed, but he will
never be forgotten.

YOU CANNOT HAVE EMPLOYMENT
WITHOUT EMPLOYERS

(Mr. GARY G. MILLER of California
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. GARY G. MILLER of California.
Mr. Speaker, you cannot have employ-
ment without employers. One year
after the enactment of the $787 billion
stimulus package, unemployment con-
tinues to hover near 10 percent, yet
congressional Democrats just keep on
spending.

Against the will of the American peo-
ple, this Congress has enacted a $2 tril-
lion takeover of our Nation’s health
care system and pushed the Nation’s
debt limit to an astounding $14.2 tril-
lion. The burden of this massive spend-
ing falls on the shoulders of the Amer-
ican taxpayers.

Government-run health care alone
raises $569 billion through new taxes,
regulations, and costly mandates on in-
dividuals, employers, and health care
providers.

Furthermore, the administration
proposes to increase taxes by $2 trillion
by allowing the vital cuts that benefit
small businesses to expire, increasing
tax rates on capital gains and rein-
stating the dreaded death tax.

As the economy struggles to recover,
Congress must halt this reckless spend-
ing and end its assault on American job
creators.

——————

SENDING OUR SINCERE CONDO-
LENCES TO THE PEOPLE OF PO-
LAND

(Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. Mr.
Speaker, in New Britain, Connecticut,
on Sunday, over 1,000 people came to-
gether at Sacred Heart Catholic
Church to mourn the 96 public serv-
ants, diplomats and military leaders
who died in the tragic plane crash in
Poland.

This tragedy has shocked the entire
world, but it’s hit my district particu-
larly hard. The Polish American com-
munity in Connecticut has deep roots
and remains strongly connected to
their homeland.

Our Polish inheritance is visible
throughout the community of New
Britain, Connecticut, and the sur-
rounding suburbs. Broad Street in that
town has been named ‘‘Little Poland”
by the city council. There are people
grieving today at Casimir Pulaski
School in Meriden, at Pulaski Middle
School in New Britain, and certainly
this summer during the annual
Dozynki harvest festival, a tradition
which Polish immigrants brought to
New Britain, Connecticut, during their
immigration to the United States.



April 15, 2010

As Americans, and as a people with
deep and lasting Polish roots, we to-
gether mourn this terrible tragedy and
send our sincere condolences to the
people of Poland.

———
[ 1030

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 4715, CLEAN ESTUARIES
ACT OF 2010, WAIVING REQUIRE-
MENT OF CLAUSE 6(a) OF RULE
XIII WITH RESPECT TO CONSID-
ERATION OF CERTAIN RESOLU-
TIONS, AND PROVIDING FOR
CONSIDERATION OF MOTIONS TO
SUSPEND THE RULES

Ms. PINGREE of Maine. Mr. Speaker,
by direction of the Committee on
Rules, I call up House Resolution 1248
and ask for its immediate consider-
ation.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 1248

Resolved, That at any time after the adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 4715) to amend
the Federal Water Pollution Control Act to
reauthorize the National Estuary Program,
and for other purposes. The first reading of
the bill shall be dispensed with. All points of
order against consideration of the bill are
waived except those arising under clause 9 or
10 of rule XXI. General debate shall be con-
fined to the bill and shall not exceed one
hour equally divided and controlled by the
chair and ranking minority member of the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. After general debate the bill shall
be considered for amendment under the five-
minute rule. The bill shall be considered as
read. All points of order against provisions
in the bill are waived. Notwithstanding
clause 11 of rule XVIII, no amendment to the
bill shall be in order except those printed in
the report of the Committee on Rules accom-
panying this resolution. Each such amend-
ment may be offered only in the order print-
ed in the report, may be offered only by a
Member designated in the report, shall be
considered as read, shall be debatable for the
time specified in the report equally divided
and controlled by the proponent and an op-
ponent, shall not be subject to amendment,
and shall not be subject to a demand for divi-
sion of the question. All points of order
against such amendments are waived except
those arising under clause 9 or 10 of rule XXI.
At the conclusion of consideration of the bill
for amendment the Committee shall rise and
report the bill to the House with such
amendments as may have been adopted. In
the case of sundry amendments reported
from the Committee, the question of their
adoption shall be put to the House en gros
and without division of the question. The
previous question shall be considered as or-
dered on the bill and amendments thereto to
final passage without intervening motion ex-
cept one motion to recommit with or with-
out instructions.

SEC. 2. The Chair may entertain a motion
that the Committee rise only if offered by
the chair of the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure or his designee.
The Chair may not entertain a motion to
strike out the enacting words of the bill (as
described in clause 9 of rule XVIII).

SEC. 3. The requirement of clause 6(a) of
rule XIIT for a two-thirds vote to consider a
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report from the Committee on Rules on the
same day it is presented to the House is
waived with respect to any resolution re-
ported through the legislative day of April
16, 2010, providing for consideration of a
measure relating to the extension of unem-
ployment insurance.

SEC. 4. It shall be in order at any time
through the legislative day of April 16, 2010,
for the Speaker to entertain motions that
the House suspend the rules relating to a
measure addressing the extension of unem-
ployment insurance.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from Maine is recognized for
1 hour.

Ms. PINGREE of Maine. For the pur-
pose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentlewoman
from North Carolina, Dr. Foxx. All
time yielded for consideration of the
rule is for debate only.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. PINGREE of Maine. I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members have 5
legislative days within which to revise
and extend their remarks and to insert
extraneous materials into the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Maine?

There was no objection.

Ms. PINGREE of Maine. I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, the resolution provides
a structured rule for consideration of
H.R. 4715, the Clean Estuaries Act of
2010. The rule waives all points of order
against consideration of the bill except
those arising under clause 9 or 10 of
rule XXI and provides that the bill
should be considered as read. The rule
waives all points of order against the
bill itself.

The rule makes in order the seven
amendments printed in the Rules Com-
mittee report and waives all points of
order against those amendments except
those arising under clause 9 or 10 of
rule XXI. With respect to the amend-
ments reported to the House, the ques-
tion of their adoption shall be put en
gros and without division of the ques-
tion. The rule provides for one motion
to recommit with or without instruc-
tions.

The rule provides that the Chair may
entertain a motion that the committee
rise only if offered by the chair of the
Committee on Transportation and In-
frastructure or a designee. The Chair
may not entertain a motion to strike
out the enacting words of the bill.

The requirement of clause 6(a) of rule
XIII for a two-thirds vote to consider a
report from the Committee on Rules on
the same day it is presented to the
House is waived with respect to any
resolution reported through the legis-
lative day of April 16, 2010, providing
for consideration of a measure relating
to an extension of unemployment in-
surance.

Finally, it should be in order at any
time through the legislative day of
April 16, 2010, for the Speaker to enter-
tain motions that the House suspend
the rules relating to a measure ad-
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dressing the extension of unemploy-
ment insurance.

Mr. Speaker, many of the Nation’s
estuaries are in poor environmental
health. An impaired estuary not only
impacts commercial and recreational
fishing, it also harms small businesses
that rely on clean water and reduces
the number of tourists coming to the
State. Degraded coastal wetlands re-
sult in increased flooding, shoreline
erosion, and damaged infrastructure.

Estuaries are unique places where
freshwater mixes with salt water from
the oceans. The mixing water provides
a productive and dynamic habitat for a
wide variety of fish and wildlife. Lob-
sters, clams, and striped bass all de-
pend on the estuaries as a habitat.
They also provide critical habitat and
breeding areas for hundreds of species
of birds and other wildlife.

We’re here today to discuss a bill to
help restore our Nation’s estuaries by
promoting comprehensive planning ef-
forts in nationally significant estuaries
such as Casco Bay and the Piscatisqua
River Estuary on the Maine-New
Hampshire border. Many of these estu-
aries are part of the National Estuary
Program and provide an excellent ex-
ample of how a stakeholder-driven, col-
laborative program can successfully
address water quality problems.

Estuaries provide habitat for 75 per-
cent of the U.S. commercial fish catch
and 80 to 90 percent of the recreational
fish catch. Estuaries and associated
coastal areas help drive the Nation’s
economy. In my State alone in Casco
Bay, the economic value in a good year
of just one species of shellfish, the
softshell clam, is estimated to be be-
tween $1.6 and $15.7 million annually.
Without clean water, the men and
women who depend on these resources
lose their jobs. We cannot let that hap-
pen. We owe it to these hardworking
individuals to invest in these precious
areas.

Investing in the National Estuary
Program, the NEPs, is a good invest-
ment in our communities, and the
NEPs make good use of their Federal
funds. Between 2003 and 2009, NEPs le-
veraged $1.98 billion from $140 million
in EPA grants.

The Casco Bay Estuary Partnership
is truly a partnership and they work
with our local towns. The estuary part-
nership and Brunswick, West Bath,
Phippsburg, and State and Federal
agencies are working together in the
New Meadows River Watershed Part-
nership. The partnership works on
coastal protection, especially related
to water quality and keeping clam flats
open for harvesting. This effort has
been largely funded by the estuary
partnership.

Beyond providing habitat and a place
for commercial activities, estuaries are
great places to kayak, boat, swim, or
go bird watching. It is important to
know that much of the value of estu-
aries declines if people, if the public,
cannot access them.

The underlying bill requires the con-
sideration of sustainable commercial



H2586

businesses and the management plan-
ning process, and it is important for
the estuaries programs to explicitly
recognize the role working waterfronts
play in providing jobs and access to our
estuaries. Without working water-
fronts, we lose access to the estuary
and the economic and cultural heart of
many coastal communities.

As an organization with strong ties
to its community, the Casco Bay Estu-
ary Partnership relies on the participa-
tion of a whole range of stakeholders,
local governments, State and Federal
agencies, environmental groups, busi-
nesses, schools, and local universities.
These stakeholders come together to
develop a comprehensive conservation
and management plan. The manage-
ment plan provides the framework for
protecting and restoring the estuary
and identifies discrete activities to ad-
dress priority problems such as water
quality, nutrient loading, and habitat
restoration.

The Casco Bay Estuary Partnership
exemplifies the watershed focus, and
the partnership works closely with the
Portland Water District, local land
trusts, and other organizations who all
share the common interest of a healthy
watershed. These partnerships pay off
when the partners come together and
tackle multiple issues with the same
solution.

The estuary partnership also helps to
create good jobs through restoring the
health of our estuaries. The Casco Bay
Estuary Partnership is working closely
with the town of Brunswick to replace
an undersized culvert on Adams Road
on the Thomas Cove salt marsh. The
existing culvert is in need of replace-
ment for purely engineering reasons.
The partnership carried out local in-
vestigations and funded design work,
developing a vision of how replacing a
structure with a larger one would in-
crease tidal flow and fish access to the
salt marsh landward of Adams Road.
The estuary partnership’s work helped
the town with a grant application to
NOAA’s Gulf of Maine Program res-
toration fund to raise additional
money to support the effort. The suc-
cess of these and other projects across
the country show how much we can
achieve by working together.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I thank my
colleague from Maine for yielding
time. I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, I stand here very trou-
bled with the legislation the Demo-
crats in charge have chosen to bring
forward today. While the goal of having
good water quality in our Nation’s es-
tuaries indeed has its merits, I'm dis-
traught that we are not debating some-
thing today which will address the dire
challenges that are keeping my con-
stituents up every night wondering
how they will continue to feed their
children and find work.

I'm concerned that this legislation
does not reflect the economic chal-
lenges confronting our Nation. Our na-
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tional debt stands at $12.8 trillion and
is growing every day; yet this bill in-
creases funding levels for the National
Estuary Program under the EPA to $50
million per year, a 43 percent increase.
Actions speak louder than words, Mr.
Speaker, and this action suggests the
Democrats in charge, at best, are in de-
nial or, at worst, are simply indifferent
to the economic situation our country
is facing.

At a time of record budget deficits,
it’s crucial that we hold the line on
spending. The Obama administration
likes to talk about fiscal restraint, but
we have yet to see these words put into
action. This bill is a classic example of
legislation that could be trimmed back
by Kkeeping the authorization levels
static rather than increasing them, but
the Democrats refuse to allow such re-
straints and instead continue to appear
to be oblivious of the fact that our Fed-
eral deficit is growing each day.

This bill is also being brought forth
today under a structured rule, adding
to the record number of structured and
closed rules the Democrats have arbi-
trarily used since they’ve been in the
majority. Democrats have chosen to
stifle and control the debate today pre-
senting the Congress with another
structured rule, eliminating both Re-
publicans’ and Democrats’ ability to
offer important amendments affecting
their constituents.

After promising to have the most
open and honest Congress in history,
why has the Speaker consistently gone
back on her word? Why are Democrats
in charge shutting off debate and si-
lencing their colleagues from both
sides of the aisle? Are they afraid of de-
bate? Are they protecting their mem-
bers from tough votes?

Regardless of their motives, one
thing is clear: The Democrats in charge
are doing the American people an in-
justice by refusing to allow their Rep-
resentatives to offer amendments on
the floor of the people’s House.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, according to
ExpectMore.gov, a watchdog for Fed-
eral Government program perform-
ance, the National Estuary Program is
only performing adequately. This per-
formance rating indicates that the pro-
gram needs to set more ambitious
goals, achieve better results, improve
accountability, and/or strengthen its
management practices. As usual, the
Democrats in charge have decided that
the best way to fix a problem is simply
to throw more money at it—money
which we do not have, money which we
have to borrow—and hope the program
performs more effectively. This is a
wrongheaded, fiscally irresponsible pol-
icy, and I urge my colleagues to reject
this rule and vote ‘‘no.”

And with that, I reserve the balance
of my time.

Ms. PINGREE of Maine. I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

I appreciate the thoughts from my
good friend from North Carolina, but I
have to disagree with her.

First, I want to remind her that we
are here today to debate and talk
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