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Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to the life of Mr. Charlie Vergos,
founder of the world-famous Rendezvous res-
taurant in downtown Memphis, Tennessee. He
was known by Memphians as the dean of
Memphis barbecuers. The son of Greek immi-
grants, Charlie Vergos was a World War Il
Army veteran who fought in the European the-
ater. He was later transferred to the Phil-
ippines in preparation for the planned invasion
of Japan when the atomic bombing of Hiro-
shima and Nagasaki ended the war.

Charlie Vergos was the definition of an en-
trepreneur. After returning from war, Mr.
Vergos married Tasia and opened a tavern
and sandwich shop in a downtown alley of
Memphis in 1948. Mr. Vergos started out by
selling ham and cheese sandwiches and beer
until he discovered a coal chute in the base-
ment of his diner. The chute gave him a vent
for grilling which allowed him to expand from
ham and cheese sandwiches to ribs. He spe-
cialized in dry rubbed ribs, a unique blend of
seasonings and an acidic base that dries in
the cooking process leaving the ribs impreg-
nated with seasoning. Charlie Vergos built his
business from selling about a box of ribs a
week to what the Rendezvous cooks now—
about a ton of ribs every day.

Since Charlie Vergos founded Rendezvous
in 1948, the barbecue restaurant has served
guests such as former Presidents Bill Clinton
and George W. Bush and former Vice Presi-
dent Al Gore, along with entertainers such as
Bill Cosby, Justin Timberlake, Kirk Catron, Eric
Brown, Luke Laird, Travis Morris, Trevor
McFarlin and Mick Jagger.

The Rendezvous was recently designated
one of 50 All American Icons by Nation’s Res-
taurant News magazine for its entrepreneurial
spirit, its concept and its impact on the Mem-
phis community. Rendezvous has catered
events at the American Embassy in Ottawa
Canada, meals on Air Force One and Air
Force Two, President Bill Clinton’s inaugural
gala in 1992 and a Fourth of July celebration
at the U.S. Embassy in Canberra, Australia.

Charleie Vergos loved Memphis and was a
major force in the resurgence of downtown
Memphis in the decades following the 1968
assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. He
not only refused to relocate to the suburbs,
but was active in the community through do-
nations and sponsorships that increased the
beauty and viability of Memphis, TN. His son,
once my classmate and still my close friend,
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John Vergos, gave up his law practice and po-
litical career to join the family business. John
explained that his father was always grateful
to the citizens of Memphis who supported the
business. The feeling is mutual and, around
the world, Rendezvous Ribs are inextricably
linked to the city of Memphis.

Charlie Vergos passed away on Saturday
morning, March 27, 2010, at the age of 84.
Charlie Vergos’ legacy lives on through his
wife, two sons and their wives, John and Ellen
Vergos and Nick and Jenny Vergos, his
daughter Tina Jennings—co-owners of Ren-
dezvous—his brothers Pete, George and Nick
Vergos, and eight grandchildren. We are truly
honored for his dedication to Memphis, Ten-
nessee and his contributions to Memphis bar-
becue.
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Mr. MCCOTTER. Madam Speaker, today |
rise to honor and acknowledge Ms. Jean
Telep, upon her receipt of the 2010 Suburban
Republican Women’s Tribute to Women
Award.

A registered nurse employed by Providence
Hospital Senior Wellness Center, Jean holds a
Bachelor of Science Degree in Nursing, a
Master of Science in Administration and a
Business Certificate in dementia care, all from
Madonna University.

Jean has been actively involved in pro-
moting the conservative principles of the Re-
publican Party in Michigan. She has supported
and worked diligently on several campaigns of
conservative candidates and as a poll worker
during the November 2008 election.

More than 3 years ago, Jean became a
member of the Suburban Republican Wom-
en’s Club where she serves as Americanism
Chairman. Actively recruiting for and reporting
regularly to the general membership, Jean is
a deserving recipient of the Suburban Repub-
lican Women’s Club’s highest honor, the 2010
Tribute to Women Award. Importantly, Jean is
one of the founding members of Martha &
Caty Tea Ladies, a group dedicated to pro-
viding a meeting place for conservative
women to network while learning about the
foundation of our country and empowering
them to actively promote the conservative
agenda to all levels of elected officials. Jean
is also in the process of applying for member-
ship in the Daughters of the American Revolu-
tion.

Madam Speaker, Jean’s leadership and
courage of convictions are an inspiration to
her peers in the Suburban Republican Wom-
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en’s Club and our entire community. Thus, |
ask my colleagues to join me in honoring Ms.
Jean Telep for her selfless service to our com-
munity and our country.
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Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, today | would like to recognize the mem-
bers of the Auxiliary of Inova Fairfax Hospital,
a group of volunteers dedicated to quality sup-
port to the hospital, patients and community,
and commend them as they celebrate their
50th anniversary.

The Auxiliary of Inova Fairfax Hospital is the
largest corps of volunteers serving the hos-
pital. A small group of local women got to-
gether while the hospital was still in the plan-
ning stages, as a way for interested citizens to
help make the hospital a reality. The first for-
mal meeting of the Executive Board of the
Auxiliary was in the fall of 1960, when the
Auxiliary numbered fewer than 100 active
members. Today, when you join the Auxiliary,
you are joining an organization of about 1,200
volunteer members whose mission is to pro-
vide quality volunteer services, support and fi-
nancial resources to the hospital, its patients
and the community. The excellent health care
services our community enjoys today are a re-
sult of their hard work.

In the organization’s first year, volunteers
logged more than 14,000 service hours. Since
then, volunteers at Fairfax have contributed
millions of hours of service to assist patients
and allow hospital staff to focus on patient
care.

Among the many successful results of the
volunteers’ fundraising efforts was a $3 million
contribution—the largest gift in the Inova
Health System’s history at that time—to help
build the Inova Heart and Vascular Institute, a
156-bed state-of-the-art cardiac facility that
opened in 2004. The volunteers also raised
money to contribute $1 million each to the
Inova Fairfax Hospital Women’s and Chil-
dren’s Center and the Physician’s Conference
Center.

Madam Speaker and my esteemed col-
leagues, | ask you to join me in congratulating
the Auxiliary of Inova Fairfax Hospital on 50
years of extraordinary dedication for the bet-
terment of Inova Fairfax Hospital and the
greater Fairfax community.
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