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Israel and its security. | speak for all of my
colleagues, Republicans and Democrats,
when | say: the bond between our nations was
powerful long before we set foot in this cham-
ber, and it will outlast all of us. In that spirit,
Congress must continue to support strong for-
eign aid for our ally. And we must continue to
insist that regimes that threaten Israel’'s safety,
and the world’s, recognize lIsrael's right to
exist—and act accordingly.

Few ideas in history have been more daring
than the idea that the Jewish people could
end generations of exile and build a thriving
state, called to the highest principles of justice.
Few ideas have been more hopeful, or more
demanding. And few are more deserving of
the world’s sustaining effort.

——————
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Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Madam
Speaker, | ask my fellow colleagues to join me
in congratulating the 2009-2010 Congres-
sional Youth Advisory Council. This year 45
students from public, private, and home
schools in grades 9 through 12 made their
voices heard and made a difference in their
communities, their country and their Congress.
These students volunteered their time, effort,
and talent to inform me about the important
issues facing their generation. As young lead-
ers within their communities and their schools,
these students boldly represent the promise
and the hope we all have for their very bright
future.

President Ronald Reagan said, “Freedom is
never more than one generation away from
extinction. We didn’t pass it to our children in
the bloodstream. It must be fought for, pro-
tected, and handed on for them to do the
same, or one day we will spend our sunset
years telling our children and our children’s
children what it was once like in the United
States where men were free.”

To ensure that the blessing of freedom is
passed from one generation to the next, the
members of the CYAC spent time interviewing
a veteran and documenting the experience for
the “Preserving History Project.” Today I'm
proud to submit the brief summaries provided
so the patriotic service of our dedicated vet-
erans and the thoughtful work of the CYAC
may be preserved for antiquity in the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD. A copy of each sub-
mitted student summary follows.

To each member of the Congressional
Youth Advisory Council, thank you for making
this year and this group a success. It is not a
coincidence that this congressional tribute
celebrates two generations of service. Each of
you is trusted with the precious gift of free-
dom.

You are the voices of the future and | salute
you. God bless you and God bless America.

In the Veteran’s Interview Project, I have
gained insight and knowledge on the topic of
America’s veterans. My uncle, George Vacek,
was drafted into the service and joined the
Marine Corps. He was assigned to the artil-
lery unit as a radio operator. He entered the
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service as a private and completed his tour
of duty as a corporal. He fought the cam-
paign in Vietnam and then was transferred
to Cuba. I discovered through my interview
with him, the trials and rewards of military
service. While in the service, he endured
hardships, witnessed the evils of war, over-
came obstacles, developed discipline, and yet
he came away with the fulfillment that he
gained a greater respect for himself and his
country.

This project was beneficial to me in that I
realized what it would be like to walk in a
soldier’s shoes. Americans support our serv-
icemen, both here and abroad, but yet have
absolutely no clue of what it’s really like to
be there. My in-depth conversation with my
Uncle enlightened me on his journey. In con-
cluding this interview, I realized that our
soldiers are true patriots who are sacrifi-
cially putting themselves in harm’s way to
forever protect our freedoms.—J’'Lynn
Vacek.

———
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Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to recognize the efforts of our
nation’s Peace Corps volunteers in honor of
the 49th Anniversary of the Peace Corps.
Since the establishment of the Peace Corps
by President Kennedy in 1961, nearly 200,000
Americans have served in 139 countries. For
the past 49 years, Peace Corps volunteers
have demonstrated the nation’s commitment
to encourage and expand development at the
grass roots level.

Currently, 7,671 volunteers are providing ex-
pertise and development assistance to 76
countries. Peace Corps volunteers have made
significant contributions in agriculture, busi-
ness development, information to technology,
education, health, youth, and the environment.
In these various sectors and communities, vol-
unteers have been able to adapt and respond
to new challenges through their innovation,
creativity, and compassion.

For example, Peace Corps volunteers have
provided hope and assistance to people af-
fected by HIV/AIDS. Volunteers have led the
way in making the Peace Corps at the fore-
front of responding to the HIV/AIDS epidemic.
Through living in the community and learning
the local language, they are able to share in-
formation relating to HIV/AIDS in a culturally
appropriate way.

Once Peace Corps volunteers return from
abroad, they have become leaders in all sec-
tors of society. Through their training and ex-
perience abroad, volunteers are able to adapt
to different cultural settings at the professional
level. | would like to commend our proud na-
tion’s Peace Corps volunteers for their service,
particularly those men and women of the Elev-
enth Congressional District of Virginia. | con-
sider it a great honor to represent these noble
men and women, who travel great distances
and make great sacrifices to help reaffirm our
country’s commitment to helping people help
themselves throughout the world.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues and
their staff to join me in recognizing the
achievement of and the Peace Corps volun-
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teers. They are a great credit to our country,
and we should applaud them.

———
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Mr. ISRAEL. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to acknowledge a gentleman in my district,
Peter Hutchison.

Mr. Hutchison has been recognized as the
2010 New York State Assistant Principal of
the Year by the School Administrators Asso-
ciation of New York State. He was recognized
for his outstanding work at Amityville Memorial
High School. He has served as an educator
for over 31 years, including six as assistant
principal at Amityville Memorial High School.

| congratulate him on this accomplishment
and applaud his contribution to high school
education on Long Island.

CHRISTOPHER BREWER
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Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Christopher
Brewer who has received the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
Christopher Brewer is a 10th grader at Ralston
Valley High School and received this award
because his determination and hard work
have allowed him to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Christopher
Brewer is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations once
again to Christopher Brewer for winning the
Arvada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for
Youth award. | have no doubt he will exhibit
the same dedication and character to all his
future accomplishments.

——————

HONORING CHIEF PAUL PRICE OF
CAMDEN FIRE DEPARTMENT
UPON HIS RETIREMENT

HON. ROBERT E. ANDREWS

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 26, 2010

Mr. ANDREWS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor Chief Paul Price upon his re-
tirement and to recognize his outstanding con-
tributions to Camden County and the state of
New Jersey.

Chief Price is known for his integrity and
selfless nature. He has worked diligently to
gain five million dollars in grant money for fire
fighters in Camden for safety and prepared-
ness. Chief Price goes significantly above and
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