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and spiked a follow-up program. Free
speech was intimidated again by rad-
ical Islamics. These terrorists are
being handed veto power over free
speech through threats of violence and
murder.

No charges have been brought in the
United States against the author of
these radical Islamic Web sites. Mean-
while, Geert Wilders is still on trial in
the Netherlands for warning the world
about these haters for speaking the
truth.

And that’s just the way it is.

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. WOOLSEY addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

SIMPLIFY THE TAX CODE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
ALTMIRE) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. ALTMIRE. Madam Speaker, 1
rise tonight to speak on behalf of
America’s small business owners and
small business owners in western Penn-
sylvania who have recently finished fil-
ing their taxes with the Federal Gov-
ernment and have struggled over the
past year to provide goods, services,
and jobs during this recession.

As we all know, April is tax month
for American citizens. And as a mem-
ber of the Small Business Committee, I
had the opportunity to hear testimony
by Internal Revenue Service Commis-
sioner Douglas Shulman on April 14.
Commissioner Shulman walked
through the service and disclosures
provided by the IRS during tax prepa-
ration season. He described outreach
being performed on many levels to aid
small businesses in complying with the
convoluted tax system they faced as
American job creators.

While the IRS has a responsibility to
use its funding to conduct outreach
and facilitate voluntary compliance
with tax laws, it’s Congress that has
the responsibility to hear the calls of
America’s small businesses for more
streamlined and simplified tax regula-
tions.

The outreach and disclosure by the
IRS is certainly helpful. However, I
would prefer to see it become less nec-
essary. If America’s small business
owners were not spending so much val-
uable time deciphering codes and regu-
lations, they could be growing their
businesses to earn profits, create jobs,
and lead America back to prosperity
just as they have always done through
past recessions. Less time spent com-
plying with the Tax Code would in-
crease tax revenue by allowing small
businesses to focus more time on run-
ning their businesses, meanwhile sav-
ing the IRS time and money in out-
reach and instruction on their intri-
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cate rules and requirements for every
small business in America.

I hope that by April of next year Con-
gress can find the time to work on be-
half of America’s small businesses and
simplify the Tax Code.

———

VISIT TO WALTER REED ARMY
MEDICAL CENTER AND BE-
THESDA NAVAL HOSPITAL WITH
JEROME AND RACHEL LEE AND
LEX

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-

tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes.
Mr. JONES. Madam Speaker, on

April 12 of this year I had the honor
and privilege of visiting the wounded
warriors at Walter Reed Army Medical
Center and Bethesda Naval Hospital
with Jerome and Rachel Lee and their
dog Lex. The Lees’ son Dustin, a ma-
rine, was killed in Iraq in 2005. Lex was
his military working dog and was se-
verely injured in the attack.

The Lees are a remarKkable family.
They continue to visit the wounded
warriors that return from Iraq and Af-
ghanistan. This is how they remember
their son. And they gave for this coun-
try a very special young man. The
interaction between Lex and the
wounded was amazing. To see these
brave men and women smile at the
sight of Lex was truly a touching expe-
rience for me personally. Lex is one of
them and continues to fight through
his injuries. The shrapnel still lies in
his back. In fact, Lex has been awarded
the Purple Heart.

The Lees also had a wonderful experi-
ence meeting retired United States
Senator Bob Dole as he was recovering
from an accident. Senator Dole was
kind enough to invite the Lee family
into his room at Walter Reed and speak
with them for several minutes. It was
truly remarkable as I watched former
Senator Dole, a war hero himself, as he
pet and bonded with Lex.

I would like to thank the Humane
Society, who sponsored this trip for the
Lee family, Connie Whitfield, wife of
United States Congressman ED
WHITFIELD, who joined us on this tour.
They, Mrs. Whitfield, and the United
States Humane Society, went above
and beyond for this family.

There are many other people to
thank, but I would like to especially
thank my dear friend Major General
Mike Regner, who was very instru-
mental in uniting the Lees and Lex.
Major General Regner is currently
serving in Afghanistan, but I would
like to note that he was remembered
during the Lees’ visit at Bethesda and
Walter Reed. And the family is very
grateful to him. Major General Regner
helped them adopt Lex, their son’s best
friend and partner.

Madam Speaker, because of that trip
that I took with the Lees to Bethesda
and Walter Reed, and the number of
young men and women both at Walter
Reed and Bethesda who have been se-
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verely wounded for this country, I
would like to close, as I normally do on
the floor of the House, I would ask God
to please bless our men and women in
uniform. I will ask God to please bless
the families of our men and women in
uniform. I will ask God in His loving
arms to hold the families who have
given a child dying for freedom in Af-
ghanistan and Iraq. And I will ask God
to please bless the House and Senate
here in Washington that we would do
what is right in the eyes of God for to-
day’s generation, but also tomorrow’s
generation. I will ask God to give
strength, wisdom, and courage to
President Obama that he will do what
is right in the eyes of God for today’s
generation and tomorrow’s generation.
Madam Speaker, I will ask three
times, God, please, God, please, God,
please continue to bless America.
——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Kansas (Mr. MORAN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. MORAN of Kansas addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

DISPELLING THE MYTHS
SURROUNDING H.R. 2499

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. RoOS-
LEHTINEN) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, as a cosponsor of H.R. 2499, the
Puerto Rico Democracy Act, I would
like to take some time this evening to
dispel some of the myths that surround
this legislation.

The Puerto Rico Democracy Act pro-
vides for a formal consultation with
the people of Puerto Rico regarding the
island’s political status. H.R. 2499 au-
thorizes the Government of Puerto
Rico to conduct an initial plebiscite.
Eligible voters would be asked whether
they wish to maintain the current po-
litical status or to have a different sta-
tus. If the majority favors the current
status, then the Government of Puerto
Rico would be authorized to ask voters
this question again at 8-year intervals.
On the other hand, if a majority of the
voters favor a different status, the
Government of Puerto Rico would be
authorized to conduct a second plebi-
scite among the three nonterritorial
status options recognized under U.S.
and international law.

What are those three options? They
are, number one, independence; two,
statehood; and, three, sovereignty in
association with the U.S., which is
commonly known as free association.
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