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about the quality of life there hasn’t yet got-
ten out. Being a well-kept secret is just fine
for some residents.

“I'm a big proponent of Pittsburgh,” says
Hermann. “But I don’t want to spread the
message too much.”

———

TRIBUTE TO KATHLEEN McGHEE

Mr. BOND. Mr. President, today I rise
to pay tribute to one of the most wide-
ly respected professional staff members
in the Senate—Kathleen McGhee. She
recently marked her 30th anniversary
with the Senate Select Committee on
Intelligence and has been serving here
longer than I have been serving as a
U.S. Senator.

Kathleen joined the committee staff
on April 7, 1980, in order to assist the
committee’s arms control expert. She
subsequently provided administrative
support to the committee’s budget di-
rector, minority counsel, and minority
staff director. In 1987, Chairman David
L. Boren appointed Kathleen as the
chief clerk of the Intelligence Com-
mittee, a position she has held ever
since. She has served 11 chairmen, 12
vice chairmen, and 278 staff members
since joining the staff.

Kathleen is the longest serving staff
member and the longest serving chief
clerk in the committee’s history, but
you would not know it by looking at
her. I have it on good authority that
she is just as bright and energetic
today as she was more than 20 years
ago. If only we all were so fortunate.

In a world where politics often seems
to define who we are and with whom we
associate, Kathleen transcends those
barriers. She has earned the deep re-
spect of Members and colleagues on
both sides of the aisle. Her work
ethic—as evidenced by long hours and
ready availability—and her attention
to detail are admired by all.

During my tenure on the Intelligence
Committee, and in particular, since be-
coming the vice chairman, I have bene-
fited from Kathleen’s behind-the-
scenes orchestration of committee ac-
tivities. She supervises the administra-
tive support staff of the committee,
manages all of the day-to-day oper-
ations, and is responsible for the prepa-
ration and implementation of the com-
mittee’s operating budget. Simply
put—the committee would cease to
function without Kathleen at the helm;
she has kept the place running like a
Swiss watch. We all know that the de-
mands of working in Congress often
take the greatest toll on those who
support us and sustain us in life—our
families. For selflessly giving Kathleen
to us for so many years, her husband
Mike, son Luke, and daughter Molly
deserve our gratitude. We thank them
for their sacrifices.

Ensuring our great Nation’s security
is a high calling and one of tremendous
responsibility. Through her service to
the Intelligence Committee, the U.S.
Senate, and the United States of Amer-
ica, Kathleen McGhee has answered
this call with outstanding profes-
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sionalism, integrity, and perseverance.
Although I will be retiring at the end
of this Congress, it is my hope that
Kathleen will continue to honor the
Senate with her service for many years
to come. May God bless Kathleen and
her family.

————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

NEW MEXICO’S NATIONAL SCIENCE
BOWL WINNER

e Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President,
today I congratulate a group of middle
school students from Albuquerque
Academy in Albuquerque, NM, for win-
ning the top prize at this year’s Na-
tional Science Bowl. This is an out-
standing and well-deserved achieve-
ment after all their hard work
throughout this competition, both in
Albuquerque and here in Washington,
DC.

Every year since 1991 the U.S. De-
partment of Energy has sponsored the
National Science Bowl to encourage
high school students to excel in mathe-
matics and science. In 2002 a contest
was introduced for middle school stu-
dents, which now involves more than
5,000 students nationwide. This year
there was an academic question and
answer competition as well as a model
hydrogen fuel cell car challenge. By en-
couraging math and science education,
competitions like these are helping to
create a technically trained and di-
verse workforce for this generation and
the next.

Teammates Andy Chen, Jason Frank
Hou, Ben Zolyomi, Eric Li, Raya
Koreh, and their coach Barbara Gilbert
came to Washington, DC, to compete
against 37 middle school regional
Science Bowl champions in the Na-
tional Finals. On Monday, May 3, they
answered many challenging questions
pertaining to biology, geology, and
other areas of science. They even an-
swered a few bonus questions from
First Lady Michelle Obama, who later
awarded them their trophy, along with
Secretary of Energy Stephen Chu. I re-
alize how much studying it takes to
prepare for a competition as rigorous
as this, and I commend them on their
hard-earned reward. It has certainly
paid off. Their success should be ap-
plauded as this truly is a remarkable
feat.

When they return home to New Mex-
ico, I hope their fellow students and
teachers are as encouraged as I am by
their accomplishment. It is vitally im-
portant that talent like this doesn’t go
unnoticed as these young students will
likely be among those helping to find
solutions to some of the future’s most
challenging problems. I believe this
team’s success demonstrates how the
United States, and New Mexico in par-
ticular, has potential to produce some
of tomorrow’s scientific leaders and
innovators. That is why I hope these
students will continue to pursue their
intellectual interests and one day join
a critical sector within our workforce.
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I have always believed that investing
in science and technology in our
schools is essential in ensuring that
the United States maintains a competi-
tive edge to provide for our nation’s
economic strength and security. Our
students’ success depends on the qual-
ity of their educational opportunities
today, and the talent demonstrated by
these students makes me very opti-
mistic about the future.

Again, I commend them on this out-
standing achievement and wish them
the best of luck in the future.e

RECOGNIZING EL CAMINO REAL
HIGH SCHOOL

o Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I wish to
recognize the great work and remark-
able accomplishments of El Camino
Real High School’s Academic Decath-
lon team for winning the 2010 Academic
Decathlon and its sixth National
Championship. Members of the Na-
tional Championship team include:
Vivian Cheng, Daniel de Haas, Evan
Edmisten, Andrew Fann, Audrey
Goldbaum, Jessica Lin, Daniel Moreh,
Adriana Ureche, Michael Walker, and
team coaches John Dalsass, and Steph-
anie Franklin.

With this win, El Camino Real High
School has earned the distinction of be-
coming six-time Academic Decathlon
National Champions and nine-time
State Champions. This milestone gives
El Camino Real High School the dis-
tinction of being the Nation’s all-time
leader in national academic decathlon
championships.

Competing in an Academic Decathlon
is a daunting task. The Academic De-
cathlon’s intense two-day mnational
final competitions include multiple-
choice testing in seven different
events, speeches, essay writing, and
interviewing exercises. Students spend
many hours studying, practicing, and
competing, often away from their fam-
ily and friends. I invite all of my col-
leagues to join me, the Woodland Hills
community and the State of California
in congratulating California’s El Ca-
mino Real High School Academic De-
cathlon team for becoming 2010 Na-
tional Academic Decathlon Cham-
pions.e

———

NATIVE HAWAIIAN AND PACIFIC
ISLANDER NURSING GRADUATES

e Mr. INOUYE. Mr. President, today I
wish to commemorate the graduation
of the first 100 Native Hawaiian and
Pacific Islander nurses from the Uni-
versity of Hawaii at Manoa. As a proud
supporter of the nursing profession, I
am pleased to recognize IKE AO PONO,
the Workforce Diversity Program for
Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander
nursing students at the School of Nurs-
ing and Dental Hygiene.

On May 7, 2010, IKE AO PONO will
commemorate a historic achievement
in celebrating the graduation of the
first 100 Native Hawaiian and Pacific
Islander nurses from its program in
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