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SENATE RESOLUTION 533—RECOG-

NIZING NATIONAL FOSTER CARE 
MONTH AS AN OPPORTUNITY TO 
RAISE AWARENESS ABOUT THE 
CHALLENGES OF CHILDREN IN 
THE FOSTER CARE SYSTEM AND 
ENCOURAGING CONGRESS TO IM-
PLEMENT POLICY TO IMPROVE 
THE LIVES OF CHILDREN IN THE 
FOSTER CARE SYSTEM 

Ms. LANDRIEU (for herself, Mr. 
GRASSLEY, Mrs. LINCOLN, Mr. LEVIN, 
Mr. CARDIN, Mr. BEGICH, Mr. KERRY, 
Mr. INHOFE, Ms. COLLINS, Ms. SNOWE, 
Mr. BAYH, Mr. FRANKEN, Mr. AKAKA, 
Mrs. MURRAY, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. 
NELSON of Nebraska, Mr. CASEY, Mrs. 
BOXER, Mr. SPECTER, Mr. COCHRAN, and 
Mr. LAUTENBERG) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 533 

Whereas all children deserve a safe, loving, 
and permanent home; 

Whereas approximately 500,000 children in 
the United States live in foster care each 
year; 

Whereas children enter the foster care sys-
tem for a variety of reasons, including inad-
equate care, abuse, or neglect by a parent or 
guardian; 

Whereas the major factors that contribute 
to the placement of a child in the foster care 
system include substance abuse, mental ill-
ness, poverty, and a lack of education of a 
parent or guardian of the child; 

Whereas a child entering the foster care 
system must confront the widespread 
misperception that children in foster care 
are disruptive, unruly, and dangerous, even 
though placement in the foster care system 
is based on the actions of a parent or guard-
ian, not the child; 

Whereas States and communities should be 
provided with the resources to invest in pre-
ventative and reunification services and 
post-permanency programs to ensure that 
more children in the foster care system are 
provided safe, loving, permanent placements; 

Whereas the foster care system is intended 
to be a temporary solution, yet children re-
main in the foster care system for an aver-
age of 3 years; 

Whereas children of color are dispropor-
tionately represented in the foster care sys-
tem and are less likely to be reunited with 
their biological families; 

Whereas the average child in the foster 
care system— 

(1) is 10 years old; and 
(2) will be placed in 3 different homes, lead-

ing to disruptive transfers to new schools, 
separation from siblings, and unfamiliar sur-
roundings; 

Whereas most children ‘‘age out’’ of the 
foster care system at the age of 18; 

Whereas the number of children who enter 
the foster care system each year has declined 
over the decade preceding the date of the 
agreement to this resolution, but the num-
ber of children who ‘‘age out’’ of the foster 
care system without placement with a per-
manent family has increased substantially, 
rising from 20,000 children in 2002 to 29,000 
children in 2008; 

Whereas children who ‘‘age out’’ of the fos-
ter care system lack the security or support 
of a biological or adoptive family and fre-
quently struggle to secure affordable hous-
ing, obtain health insurance, pursue higher 
education, and acquire adequate employ-
ment; 

Whereas, of the children who have ‘‘aged 
out’’ of the foster care system— 

(1) 25 percent have been homeless; 
(2) 51 percent have been unemployed for 

significant stretch of time, and 
(3) only 2 percent have obtained a bach-

elor’s degree or higher; 
Whereas, by age 19, approximately 50 per-

cent of young women who have been in the 
foster care system have been pregnant, com-
pared to only 20 percent of young women who 
have been not in the foster care system; 

Whereas research reveals that children 
born to teen parents are exposed to serious 
and high risks; 

Whereas National Foster Care Month is an 
opportunity to raise awareness about the 
special needs of children in the foster care 
system and to recognize the important role 
that foster parents, social workers, and ad-
vocates have in the lives of children in foster 
care throughout the United States; 

Whereas the Fostering Connections to Suc-
cess and Increasing Adoptions Act of 2008 
(Public Law 110–351; 122 Stat. 3949) provides 
for new investments and services to improve 
the outcomes of children and families in the 
foster care system; and 

Whereas much remains to be done to en-
sure that all children have a safe, loving, 
nurturing, and permanent family, regardless 
of age or special needs: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes National Foster Care Month 

as an opportunity to raise awareness about 
the challenges of children in the foster care 
system; 

(2) encourages Congress to implement pol-
icy to improve the lives of children in the 
foster care system; 

(3) supports the designation of a ‘‘National 
Foster Care Month’’; 

(4) acknowledges the needs of the children 
in the foster care system; 

(5) honors the commitment and dedication 
of those individuals who work tirelessly to 
provide assistance and services to children in 
the foster care system; and 

(6) recognizes the need to continue working 
to improve the outcomes of all children in 
the foster care system through title IV of 
the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 601 et seq.) 
and other programs designed to help children 
in the foster care system— 

(A) reunite with their biological parents; 
or 

(B) if the children cannot be reunited with 
their biological parents, find permanent, 
safe, and loving homes. 
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AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 4048. Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself, Mr. 
LEVIN, Ms. CANTWELL, Ms. SNOWE, and Mrs. 
SHAHEEN) submitted an amendment intended 
to be proposed to amendment SA 3739 pro-
posed by Mr. REID (for Mr. DODD (for himself 
and Mrs. LINCOLN)) to the bill S. 3217, to pro-
mote the financial stability of the United 
States by improving accountability and 
transparency in the financial system, to end 
‘‘too big to fail’’, to protect the American 
taxpayer by ending bailouts, to protect con-
sumers from abusive financial services prac-
tices, and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table. 

SA 4049. Mr. HARKIN (for himself and Mr. 
CASEY) submitted an amendment intended to 
be proposed to amendment SA 3739 proposed 
by Mr. REID (for Mr. DODD (for himself and 
Mrs. LINCOLN)) to the bill S. 3217, supra; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 4050. Mr. CARDIN (for himself, Mr. 
LUGAR, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. FEIN-
GOLD, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. JOHNSON, and Mr. 
WHITEHOUSE) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed to amendment SA 3739 
proposed by Mr. REID (for Mr. DODD (for him-

self and Mrs. LINCOLN)) to the bill S. 3217, 
supra. 

SA 4051. Mr. GREGG submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment 
SA 3739 proposed by Mr. REID (for Mr. DODD 
(for himself and Mrs. LINCOLN)) to the bill S. 
3217, supra; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

SA 4052. Mr. CORKER submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment 
SA 3739 proposed by Mr. REID (for Mr. DODD 
(for himself and Mrs. LINCOLN)) to the bill S. 
3217, supra; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

SA 4053. Ms. STABENOW (for herself and 
Mr. BROWN of Ohio) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment 
SA 3739 proposed by Mr. REID (for Mr. DODD 
(for himself and Mrs. LINCOLN)) to the bill S. 
3217, supra; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

SA 4054. Mr. CORKER submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment 
SA 3739 proposed by Mr. REID (for Mr. DODD 
(for himself and Mrs. LINCOLN)) to the bill S. 
3217, supra; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

SA 4055. Mrs. HUTCHISON (for herself, 
Mrs. HAGAN, and Mr. CORNYN) submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 3739 proposed by Mr. REID 
(for Mr. DODD (for himself and Mrs. LINCOLN)) 
to the bill S. 3217, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 4056. Mr. BOND (for himself, Mr. DODD, 
Mr. WARNER , Mr. BROWN of Massachusetts, 
Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. BEGICH, Mrs. MURRAY, 
Mr. CORKER, Mr. TESTER, Mr. BROWNBACK, 
Mr. BAUCUS, and Mr. REID) submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 3739 proposed by Mr. REID 
(for Mr. DODD (for himself and Mrs. LINCOLN)) 
to the bill S. 3217, supra. 

SA 4057. Mr. ENZI (for himself and Mr. 
CORKER) submitted an amendment intended 
to be proposed to amendment SA 3739 pro-
posed by Mr. REID (for Mr. DODD (for himself 
and Mrs. LINCOLN)) to the bill S. 3217, supra; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 4058. Mr. SHELBY submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment 
SA 3739 proposed by Mr. REID (for Mr. DODD 
(for himself and Mrs. LINCOLN)) to the bill S. 
3217, supra; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

SA 4059. Mr. REID (for Mrs. LINCOLN (for 
herself, Mr. CHAMBLISS, Mr. COCHRAN, and 
Mr. BROWN of Ohio)) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment 
SA 3739 proposed by Mr. REID (for Mr. DODD 
(for himself and Mrs. LINCOLN)) to the bill S. 
3217, supra; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

SA 4060. Mr. BROWN of Massachusetts sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed to amendment SA 3739 proposed by Mr. 
REID (for Mr. DODD (for himself and Mrs. LIN-
COLN)) to the bill S. 3217, supra; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 4061. Mr. CHAMBLISS submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 3739 proposed by Mr. REID 
(for Mr. DODD (for himself and Mrs. LINCOLN)) 
to the bill S. 3217, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 4062. Mr. WARNER submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 3739 proposed by Mr. REID 
(for Mr. DODD (for himself and Mrs. LINCOLN)) 
to the bill S. 3217, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

f 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 
SA 4048. Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for her-

self, Mr. LEVIN, Ms. CANTWELL, and Ms. 
SNOWE) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed to amendment 
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