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and put American workers at a greater
disadvantage. Come to my district and
I will show you the empty fields that
used to employ thousands of American
workers before NAFTA, which I op-
posed. Our trade policy might help cre-
ate jobs and improve the quality of life
for workers in other countries but not
in the United States.

PIRATES OF THE LAKE

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, Fal-
con Lake in Zapata County, Texas, is
one of the best bass fishing spots in the
United States. The lake is an inter-
national boundary between Texas and
Mexico. That piece of paradise has been
intruded on this month by the lawless-
ness seeping over from the Mexican
border. In two separate incidents, U.S.
fishermen have been robbed at gun-
point on Falcon Lake by Mexican pi-
rates who held AR-15 rifles to their
heads. In one holdup, an American fish-
erman was robbed of all of his money.
In the other pirate raid, fishermen
were robbed of their boat, their money
and left naked on the Mexican shore.
The pirates were in a commercial fish-
ing boat, dressed in black paramilitary
garb carrying automatic weapons.

What are these pirates doing on Fal-
con Lake? Are they moving drugs or
people or worse across the water? We
don’t know. In the 1800s, Thomas Jef-
ferson sent the Navy to protect Ameri-
cans from pirates in the Mediterra-
nean. This administration is blissfully
silent about the pirates on Falcon
Lake. Meanwhile, the border war con-
tinues.

And that’s just the way it is.

——————

WHERE ARE THE JOBS?

(Mr. MICHAUD asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. MICHAUD. Mr. Speaker, in re-
sponse to the Chamber of Commerce’s
recently released report that claims
U.S. free trade agreements have sup-
ported 5.4 million jobs, I have only one
thing to say: Not in my district. Since
January of 1994, employment in the
manufacturing industry in Maine has
declined by nearly 40 percent. Just ask
the Mainers who used to work at
Knight C-Low-Tex in Lisbon Falls or
those that used to work at Allen Ed-
monds Shoe Corporation in Lewiston.
The Department of Labor recently cer-
tified them to receive trade adjustment
assistance, proof that their jobs were
lost as a result of our failed trade poli-
cies. Our U.S. trade policies might cre-
ate jobs for big corporations based in
Washington, D.C., but it takes them
away from middle-class families in
Maine.
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SHORT LINE RAILROAD TAX
CREDIT

(Ms. JENKINS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. JENKINS. Short line railroads
located in my district, including those
in Chanute, Pittsburg and Humboldt,
serve a critical role in transporting
grain, cement products, steel and other
industrial-based products to the na-
tional freight rail network. The short
line tracks in Kansas and across the
Nation have benefited from the section
45(g) short line railroad tax credit
which expired at the end of 2009. With-
out this credit, short line railroads
would lose critical resources used to
upgrade infrastructure or create jobs,
and rural businesses would not have
the rail services they need to compete.
That’s why we must find a responsible
way to extend the tax credit, like H.R.
1132, that would extend it until 2012.

I urge all of my colleagues to support
this important legislation to ensure
short line railroads continue to thrive
and provide valuable services on Main
Streets across America.

————

CANCEL  ALL FEDERAL CON-
TRACTS WITH BRITISH PETRO-
LEUM

(Mr. GUTIERREZ asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Yesterday I urged
my colleagues to stop drilling leases
from going to BP. We need action now.
If Congress can stop BP from receiving
government leases, then BP can and
should stand for Banned Permanently.

But why stop here? We must go fur-
ther. Today I urge my colleagues to
join me to cancel all Federal contracts
with BP. How much money are we
talking about? In 2009 alone, the De-
partment of Defense paid at least $1.5
billion to BP—$1.5 billion with a B. In
other words, big profits for them.

We need to audit and to stop our tax-
payer dollars from going to BP, a com-
pany pumping millions of barrels of
black poison into our water and to-
wards our shores. Let’s ban perma-
nently BP’s black poison and eliminate
BP’s big profits along with their Brit-
ish pollution.

———————

VALUE-ADDED TAX

(Mr. GUTHRIE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, about 1
month ago was Tax Day, the day that
hardworking Americans sent their
money to Washington. And sadly, the
President and the Democrat majority
in Congress continue to advocate for
policies that increase taxes and add
more government spending, both of
which are already out of control. Presi-
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dent Obama has refused to renounce
the idea of forcing a value-added tax on
the American people, and his economic
team has already run the numbers. The
value-added tax is essentially just a na-
tional sales tax that hits everyone who
buys any goods, which will cost Amer-
ican families thousands of dollars. This
European-style tax wouldn’t replace in-
come taxes in this country—it would
be on top of them. It’s time for Con-
gress to put the American people first
and simplify a complicated and over-
reaching tax code. The American peo-
ple know that we can’t spend and tax
our way back to a growing economy.

———

COMPREHENSIVE IMMIGRATION
REFORM

(Mr. BACA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BACA. Congress is elected to
solve difficult Federal problems, not
walk away from them year after year.
Health care reform was a difficult Fed-
eral problem with many months of de-
bate and difficult votes, but we did it.
Immigration reform is also a difficult
Federal problem. At this moment, fam-
ilies are being torn apart. Children and
parents live in fear of not seeing each
other at the end of the day. In fact,
there are cases where our own soldiers
are returning from serving overseas,
only to find their spouses deported.

Where Congress comes up short,
States like Arizona are in full speed,
enacting misguided laws like SB 1070
that are inspired by hate and racism.
This bill hurts everyone who looks dif-
ferent, whether they’re an American
citizen, lawful immigrant, or undocu-
mented immigrant. It violates our civil
rights. The question now is, Is Congress
willing to work together in a bipar-
tisan fashion to fix a system that is
broken? Families across America have
waited long enough for immigration re-
form. We must deliver just like we
have on health care reform.

FOREIGN-HELD DEBT

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Last
week we learned that Uncle Sam ran
up the largest deficit for April ever.
Equally alarming is that our deficit is
being financed by countries such as
China, our biggest holder of U.S. Gov-
ernment debt. Equally important, a
former Chinese military official re-
cently suggested the Chinese should
consider dumping U.S. treasuries in re-
sponse to the recent Pentagon decision
to sell defensive weapon systems to
Taiwan.

To raise awareness of the threat to
our economy and national security of
our exploding deficit and debt, yester-
day I introduced the Foreign-Held Debt
Transparency and Threat Assessment
Act. This bill would require a better
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accounting of debt held by foreign
countries and, more importantly, re-
quire the President to submit a plan to
cut spending should either a particular
foreign creditor or the overall debt
pose a risk to the national security in-
terests of America. We must not let
any other country hold our national
and economic interests hostage.

———————

SMALL BUSINESSES NEED CREDIT

(Mrs. MALONEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, the
Joint Economic Committee released a
report this week that looks at how
tighter credit standards have hit small
businesses especially hard. That means
that now, even as big and mid-sized
businesses have begun adding jobs once
again, small businesses are struggling
to expand and put Americans back to
work. Small businesses are rightly con-
sidered to be the great engine of the
American economy. Seventy-five per-
cent of all employees work for busi-
nesses with less than 250 employees.
And if small businesses are the engine,
then credit is the fuel that keeps that
engine going. While large and mid-sized
firms have multiple funding sources,
including the public debt market,
small businesses rely almost com-
pletely on financial institutions. Im-
proving credit availability to small
businesses will help to grow our econ-
omy and create jobs. That is why the
Financial Services Committee today is
working on legislation to create a
small business loan fund. It’s an invest-
ment in America that is truly worthy
of a AAA rating.

—————
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PASS AMERICA COMPETES ACT

(Mr. EHLERS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, it is a
pleasure to be here today, and espe-
cially a pleasure to follow my good
friend, the gentleman from Texas (Mr.
SAM JOHNSON), who gave us an eloquent
warning about what can happen in view
of our mounting national debt and the
countries that we owe the money to.

If anyone wishes to know more about
this, I recommend to you the writings
of Mallory Factor, who has written
several good pieces on that topic re-
cently. I hope to organize a 1-hour dis-
cussion of his writings at some time.

I also want to raise another issue
which addresses this problem. One of
the first bills to come up today is re-
writing and revamping the America
COMPETES Act. The original act was
generated by President George W.
Bush. I had the pleasure of working
with the White House and the Office of
Management and Budget on that bill,
and I believe it is beginning to achieve
its objectives, including strengthening
American manufacturing. If we do not
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improve our manufacturing sector in
the United States of America, we will
continue to borrow more and more and
more money from other countries. It is
imperative that we pass the America
COMPETES Act. If you don’t like this
bill for some reason, let’s change it;
but we must pass it, otherwise we will
continue to be a debtor Nation over
and over again.

———
GOVERNMENT TRANSPARENCY

(Mr. QUIGLEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, the
public’s trust in government is near an
all-time low. According to a recent
CBS/New York Times survey, only 19
percent of the people said they trust
the government to do what is right.
This deficit of trust is not inconsequen-
tial. Without the public’s trust, we
cannot effectively govern; but we can
rebuild this lost confidence by opening
up the government and making its
inner workings more transparent.

I recently introduced H.R. 4983, the
Transparency in Government Act, a
bill that calls for unprecedented gov-
ernment transparency. H.R. 4983 in-
creases disclosures from lobbyists and
lawmakers, creates the first central-
ized earmark database, and improves
oversight of Federal contracts.

As Supreme Court Justice Louis
Brandeis said: Sunlight is the best of
disinfectants. And at a time when the
public’s trust in government is peril-
ously low, we could use a bit of sun-
light.

And go, Black Hawks.

——
WASHINGTON, WAKE UP

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, how
many millions of more jobs have to be
outsourced before Washington wakes
up? It makes you wonder if the re-
cently released report by the U.S.
Chamber of Commerce is some sort of a
cruel joke. It claims that U.S. trade
agreements have supported 5.4 million
jobs. Are we talking about the same
country?

Take Ohio: Since 1994, employment
just in the manufacturing sector has
declined by one-third. Companies like
Silgan Holdings, Delphi, Georgia Pa-
cific, GM, Dixon Ticonderoga, and
Champion Spark Plug all have moved
to Mexico.

Remember when NAFTA promised us
the promised land, claiming we would
get millions of new jobs and the stand-
ard of living would rise? What we got
was the giant sucking sound, more jobs
going out and a cumulative trade def-
icit of $1 trillion to this country as a
result of NAFTA. The deficits from
NAFTA and NAFTA-like trade agree-
ments have caused our great manufac-
turing Nation to wither as our workers
and companies are asked to compete
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against state-managed capitalism in
places like Mexico, China and Japan.

It is time to wake up, stand up for
this country and renegotiate those
agreements that keep moving our jobs
offshore.

—————

SALUTING JACKSON NORTHEAST
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

(Mr. SCHAUER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SCHAUER. Mr. Speaker, today I
salute Jackson Northeast Elementary
School students. I was with them last
Tuesday when they presented a flow-
ering plum tree and a plaque at the
Jackson Police Station in memory of
city police officer James Bonneau who
was shot and killed in the line of duty
on March 6 while responding to a do-
mestic call. Blackman Township offi-
cer Darin McIntosh was also shot and
injured in this incident.

On their own, these students raised
$210 for this project. The students also
presented handmade quilts to Chief
Matt Heins for the family of Officer
Bonneau.

Jackson Northeast Elementary stu-
dents demonstrated that every person
can make a difference no matter their
age or size. They reminded my commu-
nity and our Nation that Officers
Bonneau and McIntosh are heroes and
so are all men and women in uniform
who report to work every day to keep
us safe.

Thank you Northeast Elementary
students for setting an example for all
of us to follow.

——————

NEW DIRECTION FOR AMERICA

(Ms. WATSON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, research
by USA Today shows Americans are
paying the lowest tax rates since the
1950s. On May 7, the Department of
Labor reported that 290,000 jobs were
added in April, a larger than expected
increase and the largest gain since
March of 2006.

This is the fourth consecutive month
of job growth with 573,000 jobs added
since December. In March, sales of new
homes surged nearly 27 percent to
411,000 annual rate. Over the last 3
months, we have added an average of
187,000 per month.

Democrats’ action on jobs resulted in
the HIRE Act, a bipartisan bill to cre-
ate 300,000 jobs with tax incentives for
businesses that hire unemployed Amer-
icans, and the American Workers,
State and Business Relief Act which
has given incentives for new jobs.

———
RECONCILIATION WITH, NOT EX-

PLOITATION OF, THE NATURAL
WORLD

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
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