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partnering with the United States Department
of Agriculture and Georgia Department of Agri-
culture. He pushed for pecan farmers’ partici-
pation in the Market Access program, a pro-
gram that helps finance promotional activities
for U.S. agricultural products.

In 2004, Hilton championed to obtain “clean
up” assistance for pecan farmers who were
hurt by hurricanes that devastated parts of
Georgia and Alabama. Earlier this year, Mr.
Segler testified before the House Agriculture
Committee on the future of the pecan industry
and the importance of nutrition and trade to
this industry, for the 2010 Farm bill.

Madam Speaker, the State of Georgia, es-
pecially the Second Congressional District,
and our nation are truly blessed to have bene-
fited from the tremendous leadership of Mr.
Hilton R. Segler. We greatly appreciate his
compassion, his love and concern for the
farmers of this State and of his intense desire
to help others.

——————

STEWART LEE UDALL DEPART-
MENT OF THE INTERIOR BUILD-
ING

SPEECH OF

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 19, 2010

Mr. GARAMENDI. Madam Speaker, as a
former Deputy Secretary of the Interior under
President Bill Clinton, | witnessed firsthand the
lasting legacy of Stewart Lee Udall, who
served as Secretary of the Interior from 1961
to 1969 under Presidents John F. Kennedy
and Lyndon B. Johnson. He left a legacy com-
mitted to environmental stewardship, preserva-
tion, and wildlife protection. His leadership
helped greatly expand America’s natural parks
and advanced landmark policies to improve air
and water protections. Redwood National Park
in my home State of California exists because
of Udall’s leadership.

Naming the Interior Department Building
after Udall is the least we can do to honor his
legacy. An even greater honor to his towering
legacy would be to continue pursuing policies
that protect our fragile planet. As he once
said, “Plans to protect air and water, wilder-
ness and wildlife are in fact plans to protect
man.”

———

STEWART LEE UDALL DEPART-
MENT OF THE INTERIOR BUILD-
ING

SPEECH OF

HON. JAY INSLEE

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 19, 2010

Mr. INSLEE. Madam Speaker, today Con-
gress passed H.R. 5128, to designate the

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

Depitment of the Interior Building in Wash-
ington, D.C. as the “Stewart Lee Udall Depart-
ment of the Interior Building”. Mr. Udall, a
former Secretary of the Interior, Congressman,
outdoorsman and environmental leader, de-
serves this honor so every American can rec-
ognize his long, dedicated service. With his
strong leadership, Congress passed monu-
mental environmental laws including the Clean
Water Act, Clean Air Act, the Wilderness Act,
the Endangered Species Act, Wild and Scenic
Rivers Act, and the Land and Water Con-
servation Fund. He began, in his early years,
by protecting natural resources like the Great
Swamp National Wildlife Refuge in 1960,
which protected habitat for more than 244 bird
species. Mr. Udall’s visionary leadership and
environmental legacies are enjoyed by all
Americans, from the North Cascades to the
Canyonlands National Park. Past and future
generations alike will be able to enjoy and
recreate in some of America’s most grand lo-
cations because of his service.

———
UNITED STATES-ISRAEL ROCKET
AND MISSILE DEFENSE CO-

OPERATION AND SUPPORT ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 19, 2010

Mrs. MALONEY. Madam Speaker, | am
proud to support the U.S.-Israel Rocket and
Missile Defense Cooperation and Support Act,
H.R. 5327, to provide $205 million to support
Israel’s deployment of the Iron Dome rocket
defense system.

Israel is our closest ally and the only true
democracy in the Middle East, yet throughout
its 62-year existence, it has been under attack
from neighboring states and terrorist organiza-
tions like Hamas and Hezbollah that deny its
right to exist as a Jewish State. Funding for
this program is consistent with America’s
promise that there can be no space between
the U.S. and Israel when it comes to security.
U.S.-Israel cooperation is beneficial to both
nations, particularly when we collaborate to
develop advanced defense technologies like
the Iron Dome rocket defense system.

For nearly five years, lIsraelis were sub-
jected to a rain of terror as nearly 8,000 mis-
siles were fired over the border from the Gaza
Strip following Israel’s unilateral withdrawal in
2005, leading to a desperate effort by Israel to
end the bombardment with Operation Cast
Lead which began on December 27, 2008.
Large population centers like Sderot,
Ashkelon, Ashdod and Be’er Sheva were hit
by rocket and mortar fire. Widely derided as
‘home-made’ by the international press, these
bombs were deadly for those unlucky enough
to be in the way. And they fell indiscriminately
on homes, schools, hospitals and businesses.
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A four year old boy was killed at a nursery
school in Sderot. Other rockets hit a school
and a sports center in Ashkelon. Luck and a
system of sirens and bunkers kept the death
toll down, but thousands were injured and
thousands more were traumatized by living
with daily terror.

Similarly, during the Lebanon War of 2006,
residents of Northern Israel, including the city
of Haifa, were subjected to a barrage of
Katyusha rockets from Sourthern Lebanon.
Nearly 4,000 of these rockets fell on Israel
during the 5 week conflict.

While incidents are fewer today, Israeli citi-
zens along the border, particularly in the city
of Sderot, continue to face occasional rocket
fire. Evidence suggests that there are now at
least as many rockets targeting Israel from
Lebanon and the Gaza Strip as there were be-
fore Operation Cast Lead and the 2006 Leb-
anon War. And while the missiles do not fall
regularly, they do fall. For example, on August
8, 2009, a rocket fired from Lebanon went
through the roof of a nursing home in
Nahariya in Israel, passing through several
bedrooms and landing in the kitchen. By
chance, the rocket hit while residents were on
a lower level waiting for breakfast and there
were only minor injuries and shock. Had resi-
dents been in their rooms, there would have
been many deaths.

Currently, the only defense is a warning
siren that sounds 15 seconds before the
bombs hit, allowing Israelis a few seconds to
scramble for the nearest bomb shelter or safe
room. That's fifteen seconds of terror while
mothers call frantically for their children and
old people painfully try to make it to safety.
For those who are bedridden, there’s merely
the hope that the bombs will fall elsewhere.

The best way to end terrorism is to render
the terrorists powerless. Our $205 million will
build a rocket defense system to give Israelis
another form of self-defense. This defense
system will advance the cause of peace by
enhancing Israel’s ability to defend itself from
attack. Instead of building stronger bunkers
and better underground facilities, it gives
Israelis the hope that the missiles can be de-
stroyed before they hit. If the missiles cannot
get through, then Israelis will not have to
cower in their bunkers and basements and
safe rooms. And perhaps their dreams of a
lasting, secure peace will become a reality.

Madam Speaker, | believe this funding of-
fers hope to Israelis weary of terror, and rea-
son for optimism for those who understand
that peace is impossible without the promise
of security. Accordingly, | strongly support
H.R. 5327 and | urge my colleagues to vote in
favor of it.
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