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were leaders in the anti-slavery efforts there,
he was the first African American to graduate
from Oberlin College. He studied law under
the Honorable Judge Walter Forward in Penn-
sylvania and applied for admission to the
Pennsylvania bar in 1847 and again in 1868.
Both times, he was denied admission because
of his “negro descent.” Not to be held back,
Mr. Vashon went to New York to take the bar
and became the first black lawyer in that state.
He later went on to be the first African Amer-
ican in New York to run for public office when
he was a candidate under the Progressive
Party for Attorney General. A close friend and
associate of Frederick Douglass, Mr. Vashon
penned many columns for Douglass’ paper,
The North Star.

George Vashon was one of the first black
college professors in this country, a founder
and the first black professor at Howard Univer-
sity and was president of Avery College in
Pennsylvania. As an abolitionist, he also led
many anti-slavery conventions and was central
in the lobbying efforts to pass the 13th, 14th,
and 15th amendments to the Constitution. For
years he was active in helping escaped slaves
find freedom on the Underground Railroad
when they made their way through Pennsyl-
vania and New York.

Despite his many contributions and achieve-
ments, Mr. Vashon encountered discrimination
and barriers to achievement. Being denied en-
trance into legal practice in his native Pennsyl-
vania was a deep disappointment for him and
a terrible injustice. | was thrilled, however, to
hear recently that after two of his descendants
petitioned the Pennsylvania Supreme Court,
Mr. Vashon was posthumously admitted to the
bar 163 years after his first attempt. While it
was long overdue, | join with the Vashon fam-
ily and my fellow Vashon High School grad-
uates in marking this important event and
celebrating the life of this outstanding figure in
American history.
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Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam
Speaker | rise today to recognize Randy Col-
lins who is retiring after 30 years in fire serv-
ices in California, the last seven of which have
been as Chief of the Healdsburg Fire Depart-
ment.

Chief Collins began his career in 1980 as a
volunteer with the Arcata Fire Protection Dis-
trict while attending Humboldt State University.
Upon graduation, he moved to San Jose and
began work in the electronics industry and
joined the Campbell Fire Department as a re-
serve fire fighter. He became a full-time fire
fighter in 1987 when he joined the Healdsburg
Fire Department. He moved up through the
ranks from Fire Captain and Fire Engineer to
Fire Marshall until he was named Chief in
2003.

While at Healdsburg, Chief Collins estab-
lished the Community Emergency Response
Team (CERT) program, began a local fire
academy to improve the skills and training for
reserve staff, increased full-time staff and
worked with neighborhood groups to develop
fire safety counsels.
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Chief Collins actively participated in the
community as a member of the Healdsburg
Kiwanis Club, St. Paul’s Church and North
County Community Services.

In addition to his BA degree in Industrial
Arts from Humboldt State University, Chief
Collins holds an AA degree in Fire Science
from Mission College in Santa Clara, Cali-
fornia. He is a graduate of the National Fire
Academy and holds several advanced fire
science degrees.

After retirement, Chief Collins plans to
spend more time with his wife and two chil-
dren and pursue his hobbies of kayaking,
woodworking and hiking the great mountain
peaks of the west.

Madam Speaker, Chief Collins has a distin-
guished 30-year public safety career and it is
therefore appropriate that we acknowledge
and honor him today and thank him for his
service.
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Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Monique Ulm
who has received the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
Monique Ulm is an 8th grader at Wheat Ridge
Middle School and received this award be-
cause her determination and hard work have
allowed her to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Monique
Ulm is exemplary of the type of achievement
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels
strive to make the most of their education and
develop a work ethic which will guide them for
the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations once
again to Monique Ulm for winning the Arvada
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth
award. | have no doubt she will exhibit the
same dedication and character to all her future
accomplishments.

——
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Mr. KINGSTON. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Mr. Jay Shaw’s appoint-
ment to the board of Georgia Department of
Transportation after a successful 30 year ca-
reer in state and municipal government.

Since the late 1970’s, Jay Shaw has dedi-
cated himself to a life of public service. At the
age of 32, Mr. Shaw was elected mayor of
Lakeland, Georgia. Although being a small
town mayor is not an easy job with everyone
in town expecting something of you, he took
the job in stride, always vowing that he was
there for his constituents.

In 1994, he was elected to the Georgia
House of Representatives. He has fought for
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the interests of small business owners and
successfully ended long-distance phone calls
within counties. His many bipartisan friend-
ships demonstrate his congenial attitude. How-
ever, let this not be confused with his strong
force and tireless effort to stand up for beliefs.

Jay Shaw grew up in a family of public serv-
ants. His mother, Dorothy Pafford Shaw,
served as a state representative for 12 years
before serving on the Georgia Public Service
Commission for two decades; his father,
Slaton Shaw, served on the Lanier County
school board; and his son, Jason Shaw, is
now running for his District 176 seat.

Mr. Shaw’s hard work and unwavering loy-
alty are just two of the many attributes that
have helped him to serve his constituency
well. He is personable, outgoing and always
has a good attitude. Aside from his out-
standing work, the people of Lakeland and |
find a good friend in Jay Shaw. That is why |
warmly congratulate him on his appointment to
the board of Georgia Department of Transpor-
tation and wish him the best of luck.

——————
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Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to recognize the retirement of a
great man and a good friend. Mr. Frank Lay
is the true measure of a man—through his hu-
mility, through his leadership, through his com-
mitment to others; he is a shining example to
us all. For that reason, Madam Speaker, | am
privileged and grateful to honor Mr. Lay on
this day.

Mr. Lay has spent the last 21 years as the
principal of Pace High School. During his
years as principal, Mr. Lay has been a driving
force for growth and improvement throughout
the halls of Pace High School. To the stu-
dents, he is a compassionate friend. To the
faculty, he is an innovative visionary. To the
community, he is a principled leader.

Mr. Lay is a committed and caring educator.
He earned a Bachelor of Science in Education
from Troy University in 1970. He later then
earned a Masters in Physical Education from
Georgia State University and a Masters in Ad-
ministration from the University of West Flor-
ida. During his career, he was selected as the
Georgia Teacher of the Year, Track and Field
Coach of the Year, and Principal of the Year.
Most recently, he was honored with the God
in Government Lifetime Achievement Award.
These accolades are a true testament as to
the character and commitment of Mr. Lay.

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the United
States Congress, | am honored to recognize
Frank Lay for his service to Northwest Florida.
He is a dedicated educator and leader who
will be sorely missed after his retirement. My
wife Vicki and | wish all the best for continued
success to Frank and his wife Nancy, his chil-
dren, grandchildren, and entire extended fam-

ily.
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