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RECOGNIZING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE NATIONAL COUN-
CIL FOR INTERNATIONAL VISI-
TORS, AND EXPRESSING SUP-
PORT FOR DESIGNATION OF FEB-
RUARY 16, 2011, AS ‘‘CITIZEN DI-
PLOMACY DAY”

HON. JAMES P. MORAN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 26, 2010

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Madam Speaker, |
ask that my colleagues join me in recognizing
the 50th anniversary of the National Council
for International Visitors, NCIV—a nonprofit
leader in citizen diplomacy—and supporting
designation of February 16, 2011, as “Citizen
Diplomacy Day.”

NCIV is a membership association, with
members based in congressional districts
throughout the nation, dedicated to promoting
excellence in citizen diplomacy—the concept
that individual citizens have the right and re-
sponsibility to help shape U.S. foreign rela-
tions “one handshake at a time.” NCIV’s na-
tionwide network comprises 92 community or-
ganizations as well as federal agencies, asso-
ciate members, and individuals. With leader-
ship and training provided by NCIV, member
organizations create professional connections,
provide cultural activities, and offer home hos-
pitality opportunities for foreign leaders and
specialists. Each year, the aggregate efforts of
NCIV members involve more than 80,000 vol-
unteers.

The NCIV network is the private-sector part-
ner of the U.S. Department of State for the
International  Visitor Leadership Program,
IVLP, a long-standing, successful initiative for
strengthening U.S. foreign relations. More than
285 current and former heads of state (includ-
ing F.W. de Klerk, Anwar Sadat, Manmohan
Singh, Nicolas Sarkozy, and Morgan
Tsvangarai) and approximately 1,700 cabinet-
level ministers have participated in the IVLP,
which U.S. ambassadors have repeatedly
ranked first among 63 U.S. public diplomacy
initiatives.

Through citizen diplomacy, the NCIV net-
work and the IVLP have positively affected
hundreds of thousands of lives in America and
abroad—among countless other ways, by:

Empowering a key reformer to stand up for
democracy and freedom following the Feb-
ruary 2010 coup in Niger;

Introducing high school students in Reno,
Nevada, to Moroccan journalists and Afghan
women leaders;

Sharing best practices with leaders of Ma-
laysian disaster-relief nonprofits in the wake of
a devastating earthquake and tsunami;

Connecting an environmental and water re-
sources engineering firm from Portland, Or-
egon, to business opportunities with China;
and

Breaking stereotypes about Americans for a
Yemeni governance and conflict management
expert.

The success of NCIV is based on patriotic
citizens, entrepreneurs, and small businesses
coming together to help promote America
abroad while boosting the local economy. By
working with the State Department, NCIV is an
important source of income for many through-
out the U.S. based on the increased economic
activity generated by international visitors.
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Nearly the entire IVLP budget is spent within
the United States, where it generates millions
of dollars in local economic activity. NCIV
members raise an additional $6 for every dol-
lar they receive in federal funding, all of which
is spent locally. Furthermore, by bringing for-
eign leaders to U.S. schools, government
agencies, and businesses, the NCIV network
and the IVLP help U.S. communities build a
more globally literate, competitive workforce.

Please join me in demonstrating congres-
sional support for this national network of cit-
izen diplomats by recognizing NCIV’s 50th an-
niversary and recommending designation of
February 16, 2011, as Citizen Diplomacy Day.
COSPONSORS OF LEGISLATION INTRODUCED BY

THE REP. JIM MORAN

The Honorable Donald Manzullo, the Hon-
orable Howard Coble, the Honorable Keith
Ellison, the Honorable Eddie Bernice John-
son, the Honorable Lee Terry, the Honorable
Mark Steven Kirk, the Honorable Peter
Welch, the Honorable Betty McCollum, the
Honorable Patrick Murphy, the Honorable
John Boozman, the Honorable Sue Wilkins
Myrick, the Honorable Steven Rothman, the
Honorable Denny Rehberg, the Honorable
Jan Schakowsky, the Honorable Daniel B.
Maffei.

EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR DES-
IGNATION OF MAY AS NATIONAL
FOSTER CARE MONTH AND AC-
KNOWLEDGING THE RESPONSI-
BILITY THAT CONGRESS HAS TO
PROMOTE SAFETY, WELL-BEING,
IMPROVED OUTCOMES, AND PER-
MANENCY FOR THE NATION’S
COLLECTIVE CHILDREN

HON. LAURA RICHARDSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 26, 2010

Ms. RICHARDSON. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in support of H. Res. 1339, which ex-
presses the House of Representatives’ sup-
port for the designation of May as National
Foster Care Month and recognizes the impor-
tant role that foster parents play in the lives of
children across the country. There are nearly
500,000 children in America’s foster care sys-
tem. Many of these children come from trou-
bled backgrounds and turbulent pasts. Amer-
ica’s foster parents take these children in and
show them the care and attention that they
deserve as they wait to be reunited with their
families or adopted into new, loving families.

| thank Chairman LEVIN for his leadership in
bringing this bill to the floor. | also thank the
sponsor of this legislation, Congressman
McDERMOTT, for working to increase public
awareness about the critical role that the fos-
ter care system plays in our society.

In my home State of California, there are
nearly 80,000 children in the foster care sys-
tem, a majority of whom were placed there by
the State as a result of parental abuse or ne-
glect. Foster parents play a critical role in the
lives of some the most vulnerable youths in
California and across the country. They help
hold our Nation’s social fabric together by en-
suring that thousands of young people in this
country stay on track towards successful fu-
tures.

Designating May as National Foster Care
Month is a way to encourage responsible and
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caring adults to serve as foster parents. Unfor-
tunately, there is currently a shortage in the
number of foster parents available. There are
less than 3 foster homes for every 10 children
living under the State’s care.

While the foster care system provides a vital
service in our society, children in foster homes
often face special challenges. In 2008,
123,000 of the 273,000 children in the foster
care system were waiting to be adopted into
new homes. However, by the end of the year,
only 55,000 were adopted out of foster care.
Foster children who are not adopted or re-
united with their families often end up “aging
out” of the foster care system. These children
who “age out” of the system are in need of re-
sources to help them afford higher education
opportunities, find affordable housing and
quality health insurance, and achieve steady
employment. This is a social demand to which
Congress must respond.

Past legislative initiatives to invest in our
country’s foster care system include the Adop-
tion Assistance and Safe Families Act of 1980,
the Adoption and Safe Families Act of 1997,
and the Fostering Connections to Success
and Increasing Adoptions Act of 2008. These
initiatives recognized the need to provide in-
creased resources for foster families and a
sense of stability for foster children, 65 per-
cent of whom experience a minimum of seven
school changes while in the system. Congress
must continue working to improve the foster
care system, so that all children within this
system can develop and mature in young
adults with bright futures.

| salute the selflessness and hard work that
foster parents demonstrate each day when
they care for a child who had been displaced
from his or her family. | offer my sincere sup-
port for dedicating the month of May as Na-
tional Foster Care Month. | urge my col-
leagues to join me in supporting H. Res. 1339.

CELEBRATING ASIAN/PACIFIC
AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH

SPEECH OF

HON. JOE BACA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 25, 2010

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in sup-
port of House Resolution 1316, Celebrating
Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month.

As an original cosponsor of this bill, | am
proud to stand here today and speak on this
important resolution.

This is a nation of immigrants and it is al-
ways important to take time, and recognize
the contributions that different cultures and
ethnicities have made to our society and our
American way of life.

Today, the Asian/Pacific community is one
of the fastest growing populations in America.

Over 15 million Americans claim Asian de-
scent and over 1 million residents claim Native
Hawaiian descent. By 2050, the Census bu-
reau estimates that over 40 million residents
will claim Asian/Pacific descent.

Since the time the first Asian immigrants
came to America in 1843, these individuals
have had a profound effect on our history.

A large number of Asian immigrants helped
to complete the transcontinental railroad.

Today, Asian/Pacific Americans continue to
contribute, and many have had distinguished
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