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careers in public service, giving back to the
country they love so much.

Indeed, three members of the President’s
Cabinet—Secretary Locke, Secretary Chu,
and Secretary Shinseki—are Asian Americans.

Thirty Members of Congress are of Asian or
Pacific descent as well, including my good
friend Mr. HONDA, who has done an admirable
job championing this cause.

Celebrating Asian/Pacific Heritage Month
provides Americans with an opportunity to cel-
ebrate our diversity and recognize the
achievements, contributions, and rich history
that these individuals have shared with us.

It is for these reasons that | urge all my col-
leagues to vote in favor of H. Res. 1316.

—————
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Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Madam Speaker, | would like to extend my
warmest congratulations to Frank Branson of
Dallas on being honored by the 2010 Edition
of the Best Lawyers in America and recog-
nized as one of Texas’s best lawyers.

Best Lawyers is the oldest and most re-
spected peer-review publication in the legal
profession. Best Lawyers compiles lists of out-
standing attorneys by conducting exhaustive
peer-review surveys in which thousands of
leading lawyers confidentially evaluate their
professional peers. In the U.S., Best Lawyers
publishes an annual referral guide, The Best
Lawyers in America, which includes 39,766 at-
torneys in 80 practice areas, covering all 50
states and the District of Columbia.

Mr. Branson is the founder of Dallas’ The
Law Offices of Frank L. Branson, a nationally
recognized litigation firm. A graduate of SMU
Law, Mr. Branson joins a distinguished list of
alumni to earn the annual honor, which is
based on outstanding achievements, public
service and commitment to the legal profes-
sion.

Mr. Branson has secured record courtroom
recoveries and landmark verdicts for clients
seriously injured by dangerous products, med-
ical negligence, transportation injuries, indus-
trial catastrophes, and, in recent years, com-
mercial torts. He is a past president of the
Southern Trial Lawyers Association, Dallas
Trial Lawyers Association, and Dallas Chapter
of the American Board of Trial Advocates. Ad-
ditionally, he is a fellow in the International
Academy of Trial Lawyers and the Inter-
national Society of Barristers.

Throughout his career Mr. Branson has con-
sistently prided himself in his tenacious prepa-
ration, as well as his imagination in the court-
room. His firm has a nationwide reputation for
its use of advanced, state-of-the-art trial tech-
niques such as digital video, computer anima-
tion, medical art and individualized anatomical
models.

Mr. Branson’s prestige within the law com-
munity has been acknowledged since 1987.
Forbes magazine recognized him as one of
the most successful trial lawyers in the coun-
try, and D CEO Magazine recently named him
as one of the top five lawyers corporate adver-
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saries never want to face in court. His trial
work was highlighted in The National Law
Journal’'s Top 100 Verdicts in America in
2007.

Mr. Branson’s importance to Dallas extends
beyond the legal community. He has been
recognized by the Vietham Veterans of Amer-
ica’s distinguished service award and the
American Heart Foundation’s Chip Moody
Eagle Award. Mr. Branson is also a Garland
Community Hospital Trustee.

Madam Speaker, | would like to join with the
people of Dallas in commending Frank
Branson on his continual striving for excel-
lence within the field of law and congratulate
him on this well-deserved recognition.
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Mr. CLYBURN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to a community leader
whose tremendous contributions were recently
recognized with a new housing development
named in her honor. Mrs. Elise Jones Martin
has spent her entire life advocating for her
community and it is fitting and | think proper,
that a new neighborhood in the community
that she has devoted her life to will now bear
her name.

Elise Jones Martin is a native of Hartsville,
South Carolina. She graduated from Essex
High School in New Jersey, but returned to
her beloved South Carolina in the 1930s to
opened a beauty salon in Columbia’s thriving
African American business corridor along
Washington Street.

In addition to running her business, Mrs.
Martin also furthered her education with trade
and teacher training courses at Allen Univer-
sity, Benedict College and South Carolina
State University. She went on to teach cosme-
tology at Booker T. Washington High School.
She later became the first African American
woman to open a business on Columbia’s
Main Street.

Throughout her life, she worked on behalf of
building strong communities. In the 1960s, her
mother organized the Jones-McDonald Club to
ensure neighbors took an active part in main-
taining their neighborhood. After her mother
passed away, Mrs. Martin carried the mantle
for the organization. Even well into her 80s,
Mrs. Martin walked door to door to meet new
neighbors and to encourage them to join the
Jones-McDonald Club. With Mrs. Martin’s in-
fluence, the club has grown beyond its initial
purpose. Today it hosts an annual Easter
brunch, produces a newsletter, and boasts the
participation of elected city officials and reli-
gious leaders.

Mrs. Martin was also instrumental in pro-
viding community input for a Hope VI project
that revitalized a former barrack-style housing
complex in Columbia. Her belief that the home
and the neighborhood are the foundations to
producing solid, contributing citizens helped
develop a philosophy for the new family-friend-
ly development that replaced the warehouse
approach of the former housing project.

She has taken her passion for building
strong communities with her into public serv-
ice. Mrs. Martin was a member of the Colum-
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bia Zoning board for a number of years, serv-
ing until her late 80s. She was also an active
member of Keep America Beautiful of the Mid-
lands.

She performed another community service
by heading her voting precinct for more than
30 years. While working at the polls during the
2008 Presidential primary, she had the honor
of meeting then Senator Barack Obama.

Mrs. Martin is an advocate also for early de-
tection of cancer. Using her speaking and
leadership skills, she has traveled on behalf of
the American Cancer Society’s Best Chance
Program, educating men and women about
the warning signs of breast and prostate can-
cer.

She has been an active member of Bethel
AME Church since arriving in Columbia in the
1930s, where she has served on the Board of
Education, Steward Board, and the gospel
choir. She is a recipient of the Queen Esther
Award, which is one of the highest honors for
women at Bethel AME.

Her organization memberships include:
Board of Directors of the Drew Park, Renais-
sance Foundation Board, James E. Clyburn
Golf Center Board, City Lighting Committee,
City of Columbia Citizens Advisory Committee
for Community Development, several neigh-
borhood crime prevention programs, and the
W.A. Perry Middle School support group.

Mrs. Martin has received numerous awards
for her service including recognition by the
American Cancer Society, the Columbia City
Council, the Columbia Alumnae Chapter of
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, and Richland
County School District One. On May 1, 2010,
she added the honor of the dedication of The
Elise Jones Martin Place to her long list of ac-
complishments.

Madam Speaker, | ask you and my col-
leagues to join me today in recognizing the
contributions of a true community leader. Mrs.
Elise Jones Martin has spent her entire life
giving back to her community and improving
the quality of life for her neighbors. | am
pleased to call Mrs. Martin a friend, and | add
my voice to those of so many others in thank-
ing her for her selfless service. She is a re-
markable individual who is deserving of our
appreciation.

—
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II
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Mr. KANJORSKI. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to ask you and my esteemed colleagues
in the House of Representatives to pay tribute
to the seven Gold Star Members of the Welsh
Bethel Baptist Church in Wilkes-Barre, Penn-
sylvania.

The Welsh Bethel
founded in 1884.

During the 1940s, the Church established
an Honor Roll of all of the members of the
Church who served during World War 1l. In
total, 111 members of the Church served in
World War I, including 110 men and 1
woman.

Baptist Church was
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