May 26, 2010

Although Chief Rohr is leaving the Fairfax
County Fire and Rescue Department, he will
continue to serve residents in the 11th Con-
gressional District as the new fire chief for
Fairfax City. His reputation as an effective
leader made him the ideal candidate for the
position and he was appointed by a unani-
mous vote of the Fairfax City Council.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in thanking David Rohr for his years of
service to the citizens of Fairfax County and to
congratulate him on his new position as Fire
Chief for the City of Fairfax. He, along with
first responders in every community, are de-
serving of our deepest respect and gratitude.
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Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, |
rise to congratulate Ms. Jessica Morris upon
receiving the For Profit Communicator of the
Year Award from the Pensacola chapter of the
Florida Public Relations Association. The peo-
ple of Northwest Florida and International
Paper have greatly benefited from Jessica’s
dedication to her work.

Ms. Morris is highly deserving of the For
Profit Communicator of the Year award for her
ability to balance the unique needs of her job
as Communications Manager to International
Paper, located in Pensacola, Florida. Not only
does Ms. Morris effectively fulfill her respon-
sibilities of communicating with the mil’s 530
employees, she routinely connects employees
through a weekly employee newsletter of her
own creation. Moreover, she goes the extra
mile to reach the public. Ms. Morris has spent
a great deal of time ensuring that the environ-
mental concerns and contributions of Inter-
national Paper are known throughout North-
west Florida.

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the United
States Congress, | proudly recognize Ms. Jes-
sica Morris as the Florida Public Relations For
Profit Communicator of the Year. Her stead-
fast work ethic and creative ideas have bene-
fitted many in my district. My wife Vicki and |
wish Ms. Morris and her loved ones all the
best for the future.

———
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Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Madam
Speaker, | rise to honor the Philadelphia Trib-
une, the oldest, continuously published African
American owned newspaper in the nation. For
125 years the Tribune has chronicled the Afri-
can American story while also being an impor-
tant part of that story.

The Tribune was founded in 1884 by Chris-
topher Perry only 19 years after the end of the
U.S. Civil War. Perry, born in Baltimore, Mary-
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land, in 1856, moved to Philadelphia at the
age of 17, intent on starting a newspaper. He
said, “For my people to make progress, they
must have a newspaper through which they
can speak against injustice.”

Perry published the first edition of the Trib-
une Weekly when he was 28. To put the
debut of the one-page and one-man operation
newspaper in an historical context, that same
year African American inventor Lewis Lattimer
began working for Thomas Edison, Tuskegee
Institute was founded by Booker T. Wash-
ington and Harriet Tubman was still alive.
After Perry died in 1921, the leadership of the
newspaper passed to his son-in-law, E. Wash-
ington Rhodes.

From 1922 to 1970, Rhodes was at the
helm of the newspaper as publisher. An attor-
ney, Rhodes was also an assistant U.S. Attor-
ney for the Eastern District, appointed by
President Calvin Coolidge. He was the first
Black to be appointed to that position. Addi-
tionally, he served as president of the National
Bar Association; was elected to the Pennsyl-
vania House of Representatives in 1938; and,
was president of the National Publishers Asso-
ciation (NNPA), a national trade organization
of African American owned newspapers.

Over the past decades, committed to the
newspaper’s mission as stated by Perry, the
Tribune has been led by Eustace Gay, John
Saunders, Alfred Morris and Waverly Easley.
And today, under the leadership of Chairman
Walter Livingston, Jr., and President/CEO
Robert Bogle, the Tribune newspaper con-
tinues to expand and has been the recipient of
numerous national awards including the
NNPA’s John B. Russwurm Award for “Best
Newspaper in America Award and the A. Phil-
lip Randolph “Messenger Award.”

President Bogle stresses that after 125
years the mission of the Philadelphia Tribune
has not changed very much. “For 125 years
the Tribune has been the voice of those who
would have been voiceless.” And, for that rea-
son today Madam Speaker, | salute the proud
history, advocacy and courage of the Philadel-
phia Tribune. The Tribune is an historic trail-
blazer whose light continues to lead on the
path to justice and equality for the voiceless.

————
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Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, |
rise to congratulate Mr. Jeff Nall upon receiv-
ing the Non Profit Communicator of the Year
Award from the Pensacola chapter of the Flor-
ida Public Relations Association.

Mr. Jeff Nall frequently goes above and be-
yond his responsibilities as the Vice President
of Communications and Marketing for the
Council on Aging of West Florida. To achieve
the Council’s mission of educating the commu-
nity to the unique needs of seniors, Mr. Nall
utilizes an assortment of media tactics. His in-
novative techniques include a weekly tele-
vision show geared toward seniors and month-
ly email newsletters. Due to his proactive ap-
proaches to reaching the public, many senior
residents have benefitted.

E959

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the United
States Congress, | proudly recognize Mr. Jeff
Nall as the Florida Public Relations Non Profit
Communicator of the Year. | am grateful for
the positive work he does to improve the lives
of seniors in my district. My wife Vicki and |
wish Mr. Nall and his family all the best for the
future.

———
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Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, | rise to recognize the National Capital
Area Council of the Boy Scouts of America
and to extend my congratulations on the occa-
sion of the 100-year anniversary of the Boy
Scouts of America. This month also marks the
Centennial Camporee for the National Capital
Area Council, “Scouting in Action, A Century
of Values.” Thousands of attendees will par-
ticipate in the 2010 Camporee which will be
held in Goshen, Virginia.

The Boy Scouts were founded in the United
States on February 8, 1910, by William D.
Boyce when he incorporated the Boy Scouts
of America. The Boy Scouts of America instills
in young Americans the values and traits of
being a good citizen. After 100 years of scout-
ing, these founding principles have guided
over 100 million Boy Scouts to be trustworthy,
loyal, helpful, friendly, courteous, kind, obe-
dient, cheerful, thrifty, brave, clean and rev-
erent.

The National Capital Area Council has a
distinguished history within the Boy Scouts. Its
predecessor, the District of Columbia Council
was the first area Council for the Boy Scouts
of America. In 1913, the DC Council was rec-
ognized by President Woodrow Wilson for its
service during his Presidential inauguration,
which began a tradition of Boy Scout involve-
ment in presidential inaugurations. With the
addition of Arlington, the District of Columbia
Council was reorganized and renamed the Na-
tional Capital Area Council.

The link between citizenship and scouting,
combined with strong leadership and proximity
to the Federal Government, has enabled the
National Capital Area Council to be a leader
within the Boy Scouts of America organization.
This Council is now one of the largest in the
country and is comprised of troops from 10
counties in Northern Virginia, six counties in
Maryland, and the District of Columbia.

The influence and importance of scouting
cannot be overstated. Scouting instills and re-
inforces strong character traits such as com-
mitment to the community, value of working to
achieve a goal, discipline and honesty. Scout-
ing alumni include world leaders in virtually
every field: Politics, medicine, entertainment,
sports, and science.

Madam Speaker, | ask that my colleagues
join me in congratulating the Boy Scouts of
America on the occasion of their 100th anni-
versary as well as in extending our best wish-
es for a successful and fun filled Camporee. |
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