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seen how they react to those troops
firsthand.

Marines like Brandon are the reason
why. They are the best ambassadors for
liberty and freedom that there are in
the world because, you see, Americans
never go to conquer. They go to lib-
erate. They go to lands they have never
seen, and they fight for people they
have never known.

Brandon’s mom and dad, Terri and
Bryan Bury, now live in Dallas, Texas,
with his two brothers. I met Brandon 2
years ago at a 4th of July celebration
in Kingwood. He stood 6 foot 6 and he
was all marine. He was an impressive
individual, and his friends say even
back in middle school Brandon knew
what he wanted to do. He wanted to be
a United States marine.

He volunteered for the Marine Corps.
He could have been an officer, but he
wanted to be an enlisted man so he
could be on the ground with other such
marines.

You know, Mr. Speaker, there is
nothing like a U.S. marine. They go
into the desert of the gun and the val-
ley of the sun. They go where others
fear to tread and the timid are not
found.

These young warriors make great
sacrifices today in the heat and the
dust and the deserts and the rough,
rugged mountains of Afghanistan.
They track down those terrorists wher-
ever they try to hide.

There have been 10 Texas warriors
killed this year in Afghanistan, four
from the Houston area. In our congres-
sional district in Texas, there have
been a total of 29 warriors killed in Af-
ghanistan and Iraq.

It has been said that wars may be
fought by weapons, but they are won
by warriors. Brandon Bury was an
American warrior. He was a hero in the
tradition of our great men and women
who defend the flag and liberty. It is
America’s warriors who pay the price
for our freedom.

In America’s first war fighting for
freedom, Patrick Henry said, ‘“The bat-
tle, sir, is not to the strong alone; it is
to the vigilant, the active, and to the
brave.”” We are fortunate that these
words still ring true today and that
Americans like Brandon carry those
values into battle.

While we mourn the loss of Brandon
Bury, we should thank God that a man
like him ever lived.

Killed with Sergeant Bury were
Lance Corporal Derek Hernandez, 20, of
Edinburg, Texas, and Corporal Donald
Marler, 22, from St. Louis, part of the
3rd Battalion, 1st Marine Regiment, 1st
Marine Division based at Camp Pen-
dleton. These proud, young warriors
were Killed on the 66th anniversary of
the D-day invasion of Europe.

Shakespeare wrote about such men
in Henry V, when he said, ‘“‘From this
day to the ending of the world, we in it
shall be remembered. We few, we happy
few, we band of brothers; for he today
that sheds his blood with me shall be
my brother.”
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Mr. Speaker, we shall always remem-
ber Brandon and his fellow marine
brothers and the lives they gave for
freedom. So today I extend my prayers
and condolences to Brandon’s wife and
two young boys, and his parents, his
relatives, and his friends in the
Kingwood community.

Mr. Speaker, when a warrior goes off
to faraway lands, the family stands
vigilant at home because they, too,
have really gone off to war.

Brandon was a marine. He was the
poster boy for what is best about
America.

Where does America get such amaz-
ing breed, this rare breed like Brandon
Bury? Mr. Speaker, there is nothing
quite like a marine. It was said best by
an Army general when he said there
are only two groups that understand
marines—marines and the enemy.

So Semper Fi, Brandon Bury, Semper
Fi.

And that’s just the way it is.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. TOWNS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. TOWNS addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———
TRILLION WITH A “T”

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, a week
ago Sunday, at approximately 10:06
a.m., after the House had adjourned for
recess and Americans were enjoying
their holiday weekend, the Nation
reached a truly disturbing milestone.
At about that moment, according to
the National Priorities Project, the
combined amount of taxpayer money
spent on the wars in Iraq and Afghani-
stan reached a staggering $1 trillion.
That’s trillion with a ““T,” Mr. Speak-
er.

That’s a breathtaking amount of
money to spend, even on something
that works. But that kind of spending
on two bloody wars that have taken
thousands of American lives, desta-
bilized other parts of the world, and
done nothing to achieve national secu-
rity goals, well, it’s positively shame-
ful.

That trillion dollars doesn’t even in-
clude some bills that haven’t yet come
due, like future medical costs for re-
turning Iraq and Afghanistan veterans,
a commitment we absolutely must
keep. Nor does it include interest our
grandchildren will pay on the debt we
have racked up to finance these wars.

What I can’t help thinking, Mr.
Speaker, is the lost opportunity costs
that we should be taking into account.
What could we be spending that kind of
money on if we weren’t wasting it on
immoral wars?

The National Priorities Project did a
few calculations that report what we
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could do with a trillion dollars. They
say we could provide a year’s worth of
health care to 161 million low-income
Americans, or we could pay for 137 mil-
lion Head Start slots, or we could put
16 million more teachers in our ele-
mentary school classrooms.

But a funny thing happens whenever
we try to make significant investments
in the American people, especially
those who find themselves struggling
through no fault of their own. Sud-
denly, many of the same people who
want to hand a blank check to the Pen-
tagon become the strictest penny-
pinchers. The priorities are completely
distorted. We have to fight and scrap
for every dime of spending designed to
help our own people. But in the name
of overseas invasion and conquest,
money is no object and no expense is
spared.

We don’t need to spend a trillion dol-
lars to combat terrorism and protect
our people. Instead, we can implement
a smart security strategy that rejects
warfare for the kind of real power,
moral authority, and humanitarian de-
cency that is American. It is America
at its very best.

It’s time to replace the military
surge with a civilian surge, Mr. Speak-
er. We need aid workers, diplomatic
initiatives, civil society programs,
teachers, democracy promotion spe-
cialists, agricultural experts and much
more, which would and will make us
safer at a fraction of the cost.

Mr. Speaker, these trillion dollar
wars have to end. It’s time to move to
a smart security strategy. It’s time to
bring our troops home.

———

BP OIL SPILL DISASTER: DAY 52

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. RoOS-
LEHTINEN) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker,
today represents day 52 of the worst en-
vironmental disaster in U.S. history,
and on this 52nd day, BP is no closer to
finding a solution. As families and
small businesses in the Florida Keys
and across the gulf coast continue to
suffer, BP has failed to come through
on an effective strategy for plugging
the gushing rig and for picking up the
oil.

My office has been flooded with calls
from constituents eager to offer their
assistance in the cleanup effort. Com-
mercial fishermen, charter boat cap-
tains stand ready to lay boom and
skim oil before it reaches the shore.
Community organizations like United
Way and the Florida Keys Environ-
ment Coalition have gathered volun-
teers ready to patrol the shoreline
searching for tar balls. Unfortunately,
BP has not provided these groups with
the necessary training to assist in the
cleanup effort.

As many constituents have com-
plained to me, BP is failing to utilize
members of the Keys community. In-
stead, BP is waiting until oil washes
ashore to take action.
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