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COMMENDING THE ARMY SIGNAL 

CORPS FOR THEIR SERVICE TO 
THE UNITED STATES AS THEY 
CELEBRATE THEIR 150TH ANNI-
VERSARY 

HON. PAUL C. BROUN 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 17, 2010 

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the Army Signal Corps 
and join them in the celebration of their 150th 
anniversary. Major Albert James Myer, who 
saw the need to create a separate military sig-
nal service, created the Signal Corps on June 
21, 1860. 

The Signal Corps has a long and storied 
history of providing our Army with the most 
advanced technology to ensure victory on the 
battlefield. The list of technological achieve-
ments are unmatched by any other military in 
the world. The Signal Corps first aided our ef-
forts in the Spanish-American war where they 
ensured our victory by providing vital sig-
naling, telephone and telegraph communica-
tions, combat photography, and balloons for 
intelligence gathering. Innovations by the Sig-
nal Corps early in the twentieth century lead to 
the creation of the Washington-Alaska Military 
Cable and Telegraph System, the first wireless 
communications system in the Western Hemi-
sphere, the first Army radar system, and the 
tactical FM radio. 

Their dedication to stay on the forefront of 
communications technology by unceasingly 
developing advanced systems provided the 
U.S. with an unparalleled advantage during 
World War II. The Signal Corps also assisted 
the Air Force in launching the first communica-
tions satellite, paving the way for world-wide 
communications, and they continued to play a 
pertinent role to U.S. efforts during Vietnam 
where they deployed a troposphereic-scatter 
radio as well as the SYNCOM satellite com-
munications service. This drastically improved 
the speed and viability of communications in 
combat zones. 

Today we honor the Army Signal Corps by 
recognizing their irreplaceable contributions to 
the United States Army. The results of their in-
novative developments are evident in the pre-
mier fighting force that protects us and our 
freedoms. In fact, it is the innovations by the 
Signal Corps that provided a foundation for 
subsequent communication technologies have 
been built. The importance of this transcends 
the military into the private sector by reducing 
both the time and cost of global communica-
tions. 

The Army Signal Corps, who are 
headquartered in my district at Fort Gordon, 
trains more military service members than any 
other training center in the U.S. Army. I am 
honored to recognize their service to the 
American people. They have not only im-
proved the lives of service members, but also 
the citizens our servicemen and women are 
sworn to protect. I urge my colleagues to join 
me in honoring the Army Signal Corps for their 
irreplaceable role to the United States Army 
over the last 150 years. 

HONORING BOB BURKE 

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 17, 2010 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, I rise with 
sadness today to honor my friend Bob Burke 
of Forestville, California, who passed away 
suddenly on June 10, 2010, at his home. Bob 
was both a true conservationist as a champion 
of the local environment of Sonoma County’s 
Russian River Area and a true humanitarian 
as the creator of Bob Burke’s Kids, which of-
fers support and outings to children with seri-
ous health problems. 

Born in 1947, Bob remained in his home-
town of Forestville where his parents had 
started a successful business, Burke’s Canoe 
Trips, a resort on the Russian River. He and 
his sister Linda later became co-owners and 
co-operators of the resort, a popular fixture for 
tourists and locals in the community. 

The Burkes understood the key role of the 
Russian River not only for the recreation busi-
ness but also for the health of the whole eco-
system. They worked especially closely with 
Russian Riverkeeper on fishing and flow 
issues. 

Bob was best known for his community vol-
unteering and charitable work, especially Bob 
Burke’s Kids, an organization he established 
in 1974 after meeting a young girl with cancer 
who lamented her lack of playmates and op-
portunities for fun. Bob knew he could do 
something to make life better for children with 
serious illnesses and for their families. 

Bob Burke’s Kids grew from an initial Rus-
sian River fishing trip for a small group to a 
year-round program of activities and outings 
from barbecues and outdoor games to bowling 
nights and Halloween parties serving hun-
dreds of families. The organization thrived as 
much on Bob’s love as on the money it raised 
from a supportive community and local organi-
zations. 

Bob also personally knew the families and 
frequently visited the children when they were 
in the hospital. ‘‘He gave so much love,’’ his 
sister Linda says. ‘‘He was the best brother 
anyone could ever have.’’ 

Don McEnhill, Executive Director for Rus-
sian Riverkeeper says of him: ‘‘Bob Burke al-
ways had a funny story or a joke to tell to 
cheer me up after a contentious hearing or 
meeting, but it was the kids who faced cancer 
or other ailments that he always saved his 
best cheer for and devoted his life to. Bob 
spent his entire life on the Russian River and 
clearly understood the recreational value of 
the Russian River to families who could not af-
ford to go on vacation. Bob always supported 
our efforts to keep the River clean and healthy 
so it was available as the community pool for 
the less fortunate. His passing has left a hole 
in our community and the Russian River, and 
we will all miss him.’’ 

Madam Speaker, I have attended some of 
Bob Burke’s Kids events and seen the warmth 
and passion that animated the charitable fund-
raisers as much as the family outings. Losing 
Bob has indeed left a hole in our community, 
one that we can fill by remembering Bob’s leg-
acy and carrying on his work. 

HONORING THE DEPARTMENT OF 
JUSTICE ON ITS 140TH ANNIVER-
SARY 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 16, 2010 

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today in strong support of H. Res. 1422, 
‘‘Honoring the Department of Justice on the 
occasion of its 140th anniversary,’’ as intro-
duced by our distinguished colleague from 
Wisconsin, Representative SENSENBRENNER. 

Since its establishment in 1870, the Depart-
ment of Justice has taken the lead in enforc-
ing Federal laws, furnishing counsel in Federal 
cases, and providing interpretations of the 
laws under which other executive agencies 
act. The DOJ’s mission has grown as well, 
meeting challenges that could hardly have 
been envisioned in 1870. It now has seven 
separate, specialized divisions, covering Anti-
trust, Civil, Civil Rights, Criminal matters, Envi-
ronment and Natural Resources, National Se-
curity, and Tax, as well as agencies including 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the Bu-
reau of Prisons, the United States Marshals 
Service, the U.S. Central Bureau-International 
Criminal Police Organization, the Drug En-
forcement Administration, the Bureau of Alco-
hol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives, and 
the Office of Justice Programs. 

DOJ’s work is as important now as it ever 
has been. It is one of the leading agencies in-
volved in the protection of our national secu-
rity; its work has led to the disruption of mul-
tiple terrorist organizations in the last decade 
alone. 

The Department plays a key role in the pro-
tection of our citizens’ intellectual property, 
helping protect their interest in work they pour 
their energies into. Since 2004, the Depart-
ment of Justice has led the 2 largest multi-
national law enforcement efforts ever directed 
at online piracy, involving simultaneous efforts 
in 12 countries, more than 200 searches and 
arrests in more than 30 States, more than 
$100,000,000 in seized pirated works, and a 
total of 112 felony convictions to date. 

DOJ’s Antitrust Division is responsible for 
protecting consumer interests from anti-com-
petitive practices in all sectors of the econ-
omy. As industries move further and further to-
wards consolidation—in printing, in broad-
casting, in the airline industry, and throughout 
our economy—DOJ has the responsibility to 
make sure that actions taken in the name of 
efficiency don’t lead to the dangers of monop-
oly. 

Through its Office of Justice Programs, DOJ 
has partnered with state and local law en-
forcement agencies to provide guidance and 
funding for important initiatives. Violent Crime 
Impact Teams have arrested more than 
14,100 gang members, drug dealers, felons in 
possession of firearms, and other violent crimi-
nals, including more than 2,800 identified as 
the ‘worst of the worst’ criminals. Operation 
FALCON (Federal and Local Cops Organized 
Nationally) is a series of nationwide fugitive 
apprehension operations coordinated by the 
Department of Justice, and has resulted in the 
collective capture of more than 55,896 dan-
gerous fugitive felons since its inception in 
2005. 
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