June 17, 2010

IN MEMORY OF MILTON CLOWERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. WESTMORE-
LAND) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to pay respect to
Fayetteville, Georgia’s Milton Clowers,
who passed away a few weeks ago. Mil-
ton was a good friend of mine and a
good friend to many.

He leaves behind his wife, Randi; his
loving children, Eric and Cameron; and
Eric’s wife, Amy. His extended family
included several brothers and sisters
who preceded him in death and four
brothers and sisters who have survived.
Probably most special to him were his
five grandchildren. And as a grand-
father, Milton and I would often talk
about our grandchildren and what a
blessing they were to us.

Milton was a good friend to me. I
knew him both personally and profes-
sionally. He was born in Tennessee and
attended Tennessee State University.
Milton enjoyed a career in the elec-
trical industry, which I come from a
construction background, and Milton
and I had many discussions about the
condition of our construction industry
today.

He came to Atlanta, where he was ac-
cepted into an apprenticeship program
with the International Brotherhood of
Electrical Workers Local 613. Milton
worked hard and had a successful ca-
reer. He started at Grove Park Electric
and went on to Dixie Electric Com-
pany. But the highlight of Milton’s ca-
reer was UpTime Electric. He made it
into a very successful electrical con-
tracting firm. He did a lot of work for
Delta Airlines in the Atlanta Airport. I
took a trip and visited that site with
him probably a couple months before
his death.
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Milton also served on several indus-
try boards. He served as the secretary,
treasurer, president and chairman for
the Atlanta Electrical Contractors As-
sociation.

Career and community work are im-
portant. However, a man is only as
good as the family and friends who sup-
port him. Fortunately, Milton was
blessed with a lot of both. He was a lov-
ing and devoted husband, father, broth-
er and friend. He was a strong, tal-
ented, and compassionate man who
gave so much to so many folks. I am
proud to speak about him today on this
floor to honor his life and his work.
And Milton, I will miss you, my friend.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. KAPTUR addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a

previous order of the House, the gen-
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tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. WOLF) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. WOLF addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. FOXX addressed the House. Her
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

————

THE U.S.-MEXICO BORDER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, the gentleman from Utah
(Mr. BISHOP) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the minority
leader.

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Madam Speak-
er, I come to the floor today during
this specific time to talk about issues
that are taking place on the borders of
the United States. The issues I talk
about are issues that impact both the
northern border and southern border as
well. But we have had quite a bit of
hype in the media lately about things
that are taking place on the southern
border, so I would like to try to focus
my attention primarily on what is hap-
pening between the border between the
United States and Mexico. I also want
to try to narrow the focus of the dis-
cussion tonight in some particular way
because I'm not talking about every-
body who is coming through the bor-
der, both legally and illegally. I'm
talking about certain kinds of bad guys
that are doing great harm to this par-
ticular country.

Let me talk about the kinds of people
for which we should be vastly con-
cerned. I am talking about drug cartels
and drug runners. The sad fact is that
almost all the illegal drugs coming
into this country are coming across
Federal lands that abut our southern
border.

I'm talking about human traffickers.
The sad reality is, those who are hi-
jacking and kidnapping people, those
who are running prostitution rings,
those who are bringing people in here
for unspeakable kinds of activities are
coming through Federal lands on our
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southern border. If you go down to
those lands, you will see the rape trees,
established where those who are lead-
ing innocent individuals will take peo-
ple across the border, physically abuse
them, rape them, and then leave an ar-
ticle of peril on a tree as a memento, a
reward, a symbol of their success in
such a heinous activity. That is hap-
pening on Federal land along our
southern border.

And I also want to talk about the po-
tential of terrorists who can come
through Federal land on our southern
border almost without any kinds of in-
hibitions. You see, not everyone who is
coming through the southern border
with Mexico are from Mexico or even
Latin American. In recent years the
Border Patrol has intercepted people
from Yemen, Pakistan, Iraq, Somalia,
people from most of the countries that
are on our enemy watch list, those
types of individuals for whom we
should be suspect are the ones who are
being captured and caught and de-
tained. And the question is, how many
are not being captured and caught and
detained?

We have found discarded apparel,
backpacks with old Chinese passports
that had been modified, that had been
cut up, that had been reused. We are
not really sure exactly why they were
there and for what purpose they had,
but we know that those types of indi-
viduals are coming across our southern
border.

So please let me try to emphasize:
The reason there should be such con-
cern is because of some of the kinds of
people who are illegally entering this
country, whose sole purpose—it’s not
to find a job or not to join a family—
but whose sole purpose is to further the
illegal drug trade, whose sole purpose
is to further illegal human trafficking,
and whose sole purpose could easily be
for terroristic reasons.

Now one of the ironies of our situa-
tion on the southern border is, if you
look at this picture of the southern
border, the land from San Diego over
to El Paso, everything that is colored
along the southern border is different
kinds of Federal land. Well over 40 per-
cent of the southern border is Federal
lands, 4 million acres of which are in
wilderness categories.

I want to make a distinction between
the southern border from El Paso to
San Diego because if you go from El
Paso down to the Gulf of Mexico, it’s
slightly different. First of all, you will
notice from the map there is not a lot
of Federal lands there, and the Border
Patrol has a great deal more latitude
and, consequently, a great deal more
effectiveness on private lands, working
with private individuals and local law
enforcement, than they do in the areas
where there are Federal lands; plus
there’s a river that makes a difference
as well.

So I want to concentrate on all of
that colored area between San Diego
and El Paso where it is the Federal
lands that are causing the problem.
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