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TRIBUTE TO HARRIET O’NEILL 

∑ Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, on June 
20, Texas Supreme Court Justice Har-
riet O’Neill retired after a judicial ca-
reer of more than 17 years. On behalf of 
the people of Texas, I would like to 
take this time to recognize her many 
accomplishments. 

After graduating with honors from 
the University of South Carolina 
School of Law and practicing for a dec-
ade in the field of complex business 
litigation, Justice O’Neill was elected 
to Texas’ 152 District Court in 1992. On 
that court, her ability to conduct fair 
and impartial hearings was widely-rec-
ognized and won her the praise of law-
yers on both sides of the civil bar. 

Less than 3 years later, Justice 
O’Neill’s superior record in the district 
court earned her an appointment and 
subsequent election to Texas’ 14 Court 
of Appeals. As an appeals court judge, 
she once again stood out from the 
crowd. In the words of her colleague, 
Judge David West, ‘‘Harriet was con-
sidered one of the most reliable judges 
we had. . . She was absolutely flaw-
less.’’ 

After earning a 91 percent approval 
rating from the Houston Bar Associa-
tion, the highest on her nine-member 
court, the people of Texas elected Jus-
tice O’Neill to the Texas Supreme 
Court in 1998, where she served with 
honor ever since. In 2002, and again in 
2006, the Texas Association of Civil 
Trial and Appellate Specialists named 
her the Appellate Justice of the Year. 
Even more profoundly, in the case of 
TGS–NOPEC v. Combs, Justice O’Neill 
broke down a long-term barrier when 
she became the first woman ever elect-
ed to the Texas Supreme Court to pre-
side as Chief Justice. 

As a Judge in the Texas Court Sys-
tem, Justice O’Neill has been a model 
for judicial restraint and faithfully in-
terpreting the law, as written. Her 
opinions have consistently explained 
the law and the judicial role in a man-
ner accessible to the general public. 
Clearly, she has provided an example 
for all judges to follow. 

Justice O’Neill’s service to the State 
of Texas, however, has extended far be-
yond the courtroom doors. Most admi-
rably, she has been an unwavering 
champion for the legal rights of our so-
ciety’s most vulnerable citizens. 

Since its inception in 2001, Justice 
O’Neill has been an active member of 
the Texas Access to Justice Commis-
sion. Through her work with this orga-
nization, she has helped to develop and 
implement initiatives designed to en-
sure that the court system is available 
to meet the basic legal needs of low-in-
come Texans. In particular, she was 
heavily involved in creating and dis-
tributing a self-help Protective Order 
Kit that enables victims of domestic 
violence to file their own applications 
for court-ordered protection for them-
selves and their children. Because so 
many of our most important rights de-
pend upon judicial enforcement, her ef-
forts have ensured that countless Tex-

ans will be able to enjoy the equal jus-
tice under the law so central to the 
American dream. 

Justice O’Neill has also worked to 
protect Texas’ most innocent and dis-
advantaged citizens through serving as 
the chairwoman of the Permanent Ju-
dicial Commission for Children, Youth 
and Families. After spearheading the 
creation of this commission in 2007, she 
has worked tirelessly to strengthen 
court practices in the Texas child-pro-
tection system. Thanks to her efforts, 
Texas’ 30,000 abused and neglected fos-
ter children can rest assured that they 
will be able to look forward to a better 
tomorrow. 

Justice O’Neill’s dedication to pro-
tecting the vulnerable has also been 
recognized at the national level. In 
2006, she was appointed by Attorney 
General Alberto Gonzales to serve on 
the Department of Justice’s National 
Advisory Committee on Violence 
Against Women. In this capacity, she 
assisted with the implementation of 
the Violence Against Women Act and 
supplied policy advice on programs ad-
dressing domestic violence, sexual as-
sault and stalking. Because these 
crimes are so heinous and their victims 
are so defenseless, Justice O’Neill’s 
work in this area is particularly impor-
tant and praiseworthy. 

Although her professional accolades 
are impressive in their own right, Jus-
tice O’Neill’s personal accomplish-
ments are equally so. While devoting 
countless hours to serving the people of 
Texas, she has simultaneously man-
aged to serve as a loving wife to her 
husband Kerry and a dedicated mother 
to her three children. Despite 17 years 
of full caseloads, she has found the 
time to stay actively involved with her 
family, including a tenure coaching her 
daughters’ youth basketball teams. In 
this busy day and age, Justice O’Neill 
has provided all of us with an example 
of what it truly means to fulfill our 
duty. 

While June 20 marked the end of her 
service on the Texas Supreme Court, I 
have no doubt that Justice O’Neill will 
remain active in the causes that she 
cares so deeply about. On behalf of the 
people of Texas, I thank her for her 
many contributions. We can only hope 
that her next 17 years will be as re-
markable.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO LINDA TYLER 

∑ Mrs. LINCOLN. Mr. President, today 
I congratulate State Representative 
Linda Tyler of Conway, who was re-
cently elected by her peers as the ma-
jority leader for the Arkansas State 
House of Representatives. She is the 
first female elected to the position, and 
I commend her for this significant 
achievement. 

Along with my staff, I have worked 
with Representative Tyler on behalf of 
our constituents, and she has always 
done an excellent job representing the 
needs of those in her district. As a 
small business owner, she knows the 

economic challenges that face so many 
Arkansas families, and she works tire-
lessly to help them access the re-
sources and help they need. 

Along with all Arkansans, I thank 
Linda and the entire Arkansas Legisla-
ture for their leadership and their dedi-
cation to keeping our State strong. I 
also recognize the other representa-
tives who were recently elected to 
leadership positions: 

David ‘‘Bubba’’ Powers, D–District 3, Ma-
jority Whip; Charolette Wagner, D–District 
17, Secretary; Barbara Nix, D–District 28, 
Treasurer; Butch Wilkins, D–District 74, 1st 
District Whip; Fred Allen, D–District 33, 2nd 
District Whip; Greg Leding, D–District 92, 
3rd District Whip; and Johnnie Roebuck, D– 
District 20, 4th District Whip.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MICHAEL K. NEAL 

∑ Mrs. LINCOLN. Mr. President, today 
I recognize Arkansas wildlife officer 
Michael K. Neal, who put himself in 
harm’s way earlier this year to save 
the lives of his fellow law enforcement 
officers. 

Officer Neal is credited by the West 
Memphis police for stopping a shootout 
with suspects in the deaths of two of 
their fellow officers. On May 20, Officer 
Neal rammed his truck into a van oc-
cupied by a father and son suspected of 
gunning down West Memphis officers 
Brandon Paudert and Bill Evans during 
a traffic stop on Interstate 40, before 
exchanging gunfire with law officers 
who cornered them in a parking lot. 

Officer Neal was one of 13 officers 
from multiple agencies involved in the 
shootout, and I commend the bravery 
and heroism of every law enforcement 
officer involved in this tragic event. I 
also send my heartfelt condolences to 
the families and loved ones of those 
who lost their lives. 

Mr. President, I am also proud that 
Officer Neal’s bravery and heroism 
were recently honored during a cere-
mony at the Arkansas Game and Fish 
Commission, where he was presented 
with the Medal of Valor by Governor 
Mike Beebe. Officer Neal has received 
recognition from West Memphis-area 
legislators, the city of West Memphis 
and its police department, and by the 
Crittenden County Quorum Court and 
sheriff’s office. 

Officer Neal represents the best of 
Arkansas, and he is more than deserv-
ing of these honors. I commend him for 
his valor, bravery, and selflessness.∑ 

f 

30TH ANNIVERSARY OF BRICKFEST 

∑ Mrs. LINCOLN. Mr. President, today 
I congratulate the residents of Malvern 
in my home State of Arkansas as they 
celebrate the 30th anniversary of 
Brickfest, a time-honored tradition 
that commemorates the importance of 
brick production to the history of the 
city of Malvern and Hot Spring Coun-
ty. Abundant clay in the area makes it 
a prime location for brick production, 
and since 1887, the industry has played 
a leading role in the area’s economic 
development. 
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Nicknamed ‘‘The Brick Capital of the 

World,’’ Malvern celebrates Brickfest 
each year on the last weekend of June. 
I am looking forward to attending this 
year’s event, which will take place 
June 24–26 at Malvern City Park, com-
plete with live entertainment, a 5K 
race, a car and tractor show, motor-
cycle show, and awards for best dressed 
brick, brick toss, brick car derby, and 
much more. 

Acme, now the only brick company 
operating in the Malvern area, provides 
a display of its product, and every year 
it manufactures dated mini-bricks that 
are distributed as souvenirs. 

I salute the entire community of 
Malvern and Hot Spring County as 
they celebrate this historic milestone. 
I commend them for keeping the his-
tory and heritage of their community 
alive.∑ 

f 

ARKANSAS’ NATIONAL HISTORY 
DAY WINNERS 

∑ Mrs. LINCOLN. Mr. President, today 
I congratulate the Arkansas elemen-
tary and secondary school students 
who recently joined students from 
across the Nation to participate in the 
annual Kenneth E. Behring National 
History Day Contest in Washington, 
DC. This contest in our Nation’s Cap-
itol is the final stage of a series of Na-
tional History Day contests through-
out the school year at the State and 
local level. 

Each year, more than half a million 
students, encouraged by thousands of 
teachers nationwide, participate in Na-
tional History Day. Students choose 
historical topics related to a theme and 
conduct research through libraries, ar-
chives, museums, oral history inter-
views and historic sites. The students 
then present their work in original pa-
pers, Web sites, exhibits, performances, 
and documentaries, which are evalu-
ated by professional historians and 
educators. 

I commend the commitment to learn-
ing so clearly on display from the 
young Arkansans who took part in this 
event. Their hard work and dedication 
represents the best of our State, and I 
am proud of their achievements. By 
participating in events like National 
History Day, our young citizens can de-
velop critical thinking and problem- 
solving skills, along with confidence 
and self-esteem. These skills will pre-
pare them for the future and help keep 
our State and Nation strong. 

Arkansas students recognized in the 
annual Kenneth E. Behring National 
History Day Contest are: 

SPECIAL AWARD: HISTORY IN THE FEDERAL 
GOVERNMENT 

Conway High School East 
Conway 
Senior Group Exhibit: The Road to Innova-

tion: The Federal-Aid Highway Act of 1956 
Teachers: William Richardson & Charles 

Williams 
Students: Lauren Hart, Anna Jordan, 

Annie Patton 
OUTSTANDING ENTRIES FOR ARKANSAS 

Lisa Academy-North 

Sherwood, AR 
Best Junior Division Project: Sputnik: The 

Sky is Never the Limit 
Teacher: Dustin Seaton 
Students: Morgan Depriest, Alena Higgins, 

Yulia Batalina 
Alma High School 
Alma 
Best Senior Division Project: Disney Ani-

mations: A Lifetime of Innovation 
Teachers: Toney McMurray, Erin Mills, 

Manesseh Moore 
Students: Courtney Craft, Breanna 

Witherspoon 
JUNIOR GROUP DOCUMENTARY 

Lisa Academy-North 
Sherwood 
Project: Sputnik: The Sky is Never the 

Limit 
Teacher: Dustin Seaton 
Students: Morgan Depriest, Alena Higgins, 

Yulia Batalina 
Northridge Middle School 
Van Buren 
Project: Weather Satellites: The Difference 

Between Survival and Death 
Teacher: Jeanie Perkins 
Students: Braydon Montgomery, Peyton 

Bettencourt 
JUNIOR INDIVIDUAL EXHIBIT 

Carl Stuart Middle School 
Conway 
Project: Crossett Experiment of 1916: An 

Innovation That Changed Malaria Eradi-
cation 

Teachers: Sherry Holder, Kaye McMillian 
Student: Rebecca Philpott 

JUNIOR PAPER 
Russellville Jr. High School 
Russellville 
Project: The Innovation of the Flushing 

Toilet: The Beginning of Human Civilization 
Teacher: Aimee Mimms 
Student: Emily Austin 

SENIOR GROUP EXHIBIT 

Conway High School East 
Conway 
Project: The Road to Innovation: The Fed-

eral-Aid Highway Act of 1956 
Teacher: William Richardson, Charles Wil-

liams 
Students: Lauren Hart, Anna Jordan, 

Annie Patton 

SENIOR INDIVIDUAL DOCUMENTARY 

Conway High School East 
Conway 
Project: A Picture is Worth A Thousand 

Words: The Innovation of Photojournalism 
Teachers: William Richardson, Charles 

Williams 
Student: Elisa Detogni 

SENIOR GROUP PERFORMANCE 

Conway High School East 
Conway 
Project: One Giant Leap for Mankind: 

Apollo 11 and The Innovative Idea To Put A 
Man On The Moon 

Teachers: William Richardson, Charles 
Williams 

Students: Jeannie Corbitt, Rachel Ford 

SENIOR WEB SITE 

Pulaski Academy 
Little Rock 
Project: Deng Xiaoping: China’s Economic 

Revolution 
Teacher: Jody Musgrove 
Student: Tc Zhang∑ 

f 

ARKANSAS’ ‘‘40 UNDER 40’’ 

∑ Mrs. LINCOLN. Mr. President, today 
I honor and congratulate 40 of Arkan-
sas’s brightest young professionals who 

were recently named to Arkansas Busi-
ness’ ‘‘40 Under 40’’ list for 2010. 

These young adults represent the 
best of our State, and I am proud to see 
them earn this recognition. I am par-
ticularly proud to see one of my own 
staffers on this list, Little Rock native 
Tamika Edwards. I have seen Tamika’s 
hard work and dedication firsthand, 
and I know that her work ethic is 
shared by all of the recipients of this 
prestigious honor. 

These honorees now join an elite 
group of business and community lead-
ers, and I look forward to working with 
them as they continue to grow in their 
careers. 

I also commend the editors and read-
ers of Arkansas Business for choosing 
to highlight these young individuals 
and their efforts for our State. 

Members of the 2010 ‘‘40 Under 40’’ 
group, as named by Arkansas Business, 
are: 

Alexandru Biris, 36—UALR Nanotechnol-
ogy Center 

Chris Bates, 38—The Computer Hut 
Allison Cox, 35—Windstream Corp. 
John E. Heard, 38—McGehee-Desha County 

Hospital 
Josh Jenkins, 36—Parker Cadillac 
Mandy Kelley, 38—Greater Hot Springs 

Chamber of Commerce 
Deanna Newberry, 38—Honeywell Inter-

national Inc. 
Brian Vandiver, 35—Mitchell Williams 

Selig Gates & Woodyard PLLC 
Michele Simmons Allgood, 39—Williams & 

Anderson PLC 
Kristine G. Baker, 39—Quattlebaum 

Grooms Tull & Burrow PLC 
Elizabeth Bintliff, 33—Heifer International 
Shannon E. Butler, 32—City Year Little 

Rock/North Little Rock 
Craig Shelly, 34—USA Truck Inc. 
Jim Chidester, 39—Chidester Engineering 

PLLC 
Courtney Henry, 37—Arkansas Court of Ap-

peals and Arkansas Supreme Court 
Audrey House, 32—Chateau Aux Arc Vine-

yards & Winery 
Sam O’Bryant III, 30—Pulaski County Gov-

ernment 
Dan Young, 37—Rose Law Firm 
Tom Leonard Jr., 35— 

PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP 
Robert Coon, 30—Impact Management 

Group 
John Bacon, 39—eStem Public Charter 

Schools 
Chad Evans, 39—Arvest Bank 
Kyle Allmendinger, 33—Datek Inc. 
Tim Hicks, 38—Bank of the Ozarks 
Cristian Murdock, 39—Arkansas State Uni-

versity 
Jason Taylor, 35—First Community Bank 
Justin Acri, 36—KABZ–FM, 103.7 
Jean C. Block, 36—Office of the Arkansas 

Attorney General, Health Care Bureau 
Chris Cranford, 37—Jones Film Video 
Tamika Edwards, 31—Office of Senator 

Blanche Lincoln 
Tara Smith, 31—Arkansas Department of 

Higher Education 
Brooke Vines, 37—Vines Media 
Shayla Copas, 36—Shayla Copas Interiors 
Russell Harris, 39—Entergy Arkansas Inc. 
Roberts Lee, 39—Meadors Adams & Lee 
Gwendolyn Bryant-Smith, 35—Central Ar-

kansas Veterans Healthcare System 
Melissa Hendricks, 37—Pulaski Technical 

College 
Scott Shirey, 34—KIPP Delta Public 

School 
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