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HONORING THE NEW JERSEY 
CONSERVATIVE FOUNDATION 

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 23, 2010 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the New Jersey Conserva-
tion Foundation, headquartered in Far Hills, 
New Jersey, which is celebrating fifty years of 
successful land preservation. 

The New Jersey Conservation Foundation, 
NJCF, began in 1960 with a small group of 
concerned citizens determined to fight a plan 
by the Port Authority of New York to build the 
region’s fourth major airport in the middle of 
the Great Swamp near Morristown, New Jer-
sey. With great determination and persever-
ance, the group succeeded. In 1964, they 
turned over 1,400 acres to the Federal gov-
ernment and on May 29th of that same year, 
the Great Swamp National Wildlife Refuge 
was officially dedicated. It became New Jer-
sey’s first National Wildlife Refuge and the first 
federally designated wilderness area east of 
the Mississippi. 

After this triumphant battle, the committee 
members made the decision to take the envi-
ronmental health of the entire state as its re-
sponsibility. In 1975, the group officially orga-
nized as the New Jersey Conservation Foun-
dation. 

NJCF has grown from its roots in the Great 
Swamp to become one of the Nation’s fore-
most land conservation organizations. Through 
the support of its staff and trustees, they have 
helped protect over 100,000 acres of New Jer-
sey farmland, forest and natural areas. From 
the cedar swamps of the Pine Barrens to the 
urban parks of Newark and Camden, from the 
forests of the Highlands to the marshland of 
the Delaware Bay, NJCF has provided New 
Jersey land with the protection it deserves. 

In addition, NJCF has been at the forefront 
of every key legislative initiative to protect 
farmland, forests, and water quality throughout 
the State. The foundation has been a leader 
in the passage of historic legislation to protect 
the Pine Barrens and the Highlands—respec-
tively the Pinelands Protection Act and the 
New Jersey Highlands Water Protection and 
Planning Act—as well as every Green Acre 
bond initiative. 

Today, NJCF continues their good work 
across the State: from Cape May to the High-
lands, from the Hudson to the Delaware. 

Madam Speaker, I ask you and my col-
leagues to join me in congratulating the New 
Jersey Conservation Foundation for its 50 
years of dedicated work on behalf of the great 
State of New Jersey. 
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HONORING LEE’S SUMMIT, MIS-
SOURI, MAYOR KAREN MESSERLI 

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 23, 2010 

Mr. CLEAVER. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
rise today to pay tribute to Mayor Karen 
Messerli, who has graciously served the City 
of Lee’s Summit, Missouri, for twenty-one 
years as an elected official. 

Karen Rose Messerli was elected Mayor on 
April 4, 1994, becoming the first woman to 
hold that office in the history of Lee’s Summit, 
a fast-growing community of over 93,000 resi-
dents, in the Metropolitan Kansas City Area. 
This year, Mayor Messerli completed sixteen 
years of dedicated service as Mayor, a tenure 
which has been prolific for Lee’s Summit as 
well as Missouri’s Fifth Congressional District. 

Mayor Messerli is widely recognized as an 
active leader in the metropolitan area on a va-
riety of regional issues. She was a founding 
member of the Tri City Mayors Coalition, a co-
alition of mayors from three major cities in 
Eastern Jackson County. She also served as 
a member of the Eastern Jackson County Bet-
terment Council, and worked on the success-
ful campaign for the Bi-State Cultural Tax to 
renovate Kansas City’s Union Station. In Octo-
ber 2000, Mayor Messerli was elected as 
President of the Missouri Municipal League, 
an organization of over 610 municipalities in 
Missouri. Prior to this, she served as Vice 
President and on the Board of Directors. She 
has also been extremely active in her support 
of Hope House, an organization serving bat-
tered women, as a member of the Board of 
Directors and serving as co-chair for the Cap-
ital Campaign to build a domestic violence 
shelter in Lee’s Summit. 

Mayor Messerli has received numerous 
awards, including being named the Woman of 
the Year by the State of Missouri Business 
and Professional Women Organization in 
1998. In 2002, she was one of sixty women 
featured in the book, ‘‘A Power of Her Own’’ 
by Kathryn Sommer, a collection of stories 
about women from the Kansas City area who 
were the first to make significant strides for 
women. She was also the recipient of the 
2004 Missouri Parks and Recreation Associa-
tion Public Official Achievement Award. In 
2009, she received the Dick King Award from 
the Missouri Economic Development Financ-
ing Association to honor her commitment to 
economic development and community better-
ment. 

The citizens of Lee’s Summit know Mayor 
Messerli as a respected leader whose integrity 
has brought trust to the city government. To 
her family, she is a loving wife, a caring moth-
er of two, and an adoring grandmother of 
three. In addition to her achievements as a 
public official, Mayor Messerli is also an ac-
complished equestrian and has won many 
awards showing Arabian and national show 
horses in local, regional, and national circuits. 

I first met Karen when I was serving as 
Mayor of Kansas City, Missouri, and we devel-
oped a friendship that has lasted long past my 
mayoral terms. One of my greatest memories 
is attending a concert that featured musical 
legends such as Smokey Robinson and Stevie 
Wonder with Mayor Messerli while she was 
visiting Washington, D.C. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that you and our col-
leagues in the House join me in saluting the 
former Mayor of Lee’s Summit, Karen 
Messerli, for her leadership and many accom-
plishments for the City of Lee’s Summit, Mis-
souri. We wish her the very best as she 
leaves public office and pursues other endeav-
ors. Thank you to Karen Messerli for choosing 
to serve. Her time as Mayor not only enriched 
the community and residents of Lee’s Summit, 
Missouri, but also the entire Fifth Congres-
sional District. 

HONORING THE CONTRIBUTIONS 
OF THE NATIONAL NEWSPAPER 
PUBLISHERS ASSOCIATION 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 23, 2010 

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the monumental contributions of the 
National Newspaper Publishers Association 
(NNPA) on its 70th anniversary. Founded in 
1940 by John H. Sengstacke, the NNPA has 
served as the voice and advocate of African- 
Americans, highlighting the historical chal-
lenges facing their communities. For several 
decades, the NNPA has been on the frontlines 
of the struggle for justice and defense of the 
rights of African Americans. Its impact has ex-
tended beyond publishing to affect the lives 
and livelihoods of African Americans and the 
history of the nation. 

On June 18th, I was humbled to be honored 
by the National Newspaper Publishers Asso-
ciation (NNPA) at its 70th Annual Convention 
in New York City. Alongside Berry Gordy, the 
iconic founder of Motown Records and a long-
time leader in the entertainment industry, I 
was presented with the Legacy of Excellence 
Award. 

I would like to thank Danny Bakewell, Sr., 
Chairman of the NNPA and publisher of the 
Los Angeles Sentinel, the oldest and largest 
African American newspaper on the West 
Coast. Under Mr. Bakewell’s leadership, the 
NNPA has thrived as an organization, which 
he has headed since July of 2009. 

I also wish to recognize two stalwart pub-
lishers in the New York City NNPA family: 
Walter Smith, president of the Northeast Pub-
lishers Association and publisher of the New 
York Beacon; and Elinor Tatum, publisher of 
The New York Amsterdam News, who took 
over for her father, the great Wilbert A. Tatum, 
who passed away in February of 2009. 

The history of the Black press in the United 
States dates back to the early 19th century. 
The first African-American newspaper, Free-
dom’s Journal, was founded in March of 1827 
in New York City. Two of its founders, Rev-
erend Samuel Cornish and John B. 
Russwurm, proclaimed in the very first issue, 
‘‘Too long have others spoken for us . . . We 
wish to plead our own cause.’’ The goals of 
the Black press were to create their own chan-
nels of communication for African Americans, 
expressing their views on social, political, and 
economic issues of their time. 

The existential mission of the Black press 
was to fiercely oppose, condemn and agitate 
against the institution of slavery, the atrocities 
of lynching, the insults of racial segregation 
and the brutal injustices against African Ameri-
cans that denied them their civil and political 
rights, not to mention their humanity. Free-
dom’s Journal and the African American news-
papers that followed laid the foundation for 
Black publishers, editors, journalists, col-
umnists and cartoonists. 

Years later, in March of 1940, John H. 
Sengstacke of the Chicago Defender orga-
nized many of this nation’s Black publishers at 
the first annual convention of what was then 
the National Negro Publishers Association in 
Chicago. The objective was to provide a 
venue for Black publishers to acquaint them-
selves with each other and to jointly address 
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