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now is the fact that standards that al-
ready are in place were not followed,
and we had best practices that, of
course, are required of the industry
that were not being followed. And I
think we’re going to find that out. So
the last thing we want to do is cripple
the United States’ production of do-
mestic energy in order to find out and
hold a certain group of people account-
able for the fact that they did not fol-
low the practices or the standards.

But let’s put it this way: Congress
has not done its job as well. We have
spent billions of dollars on research
and development for the Department of
Energy. That money has been chan-
neled into nonsense, like proving glob-
al warming rather than spending some
money—which we have—spending
money on research and development to
make the technology that we need to
have safe oil and gas production, which
our country currently depends upon for
our standard of living.

So we haven’t done our job here. We
haven’t set our priorities here. And on
top of that, we did not develop the
technology necessary to deal with a
spill of this magnitude. Kevin Costner
came to our office and testified at a
hearing. He’s put his own money into
this. So we need to set our own prior-
ities. We need to deal with this crisis.

Mr. RAHALL. Madam Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. I
yield myself the balance of my time.

Madam Speaker, this commission is
necessary so the commission has sub-
poena power. I think everybody under-
stands that and supports that. But we
need to do the three things that I had
mentioned earlier. And that is to cap
the well, to clean up all of the oil that
has spilled out, and to hold BP ac-
countable. Those things I think have
very, very strong bipartisan support.

The only issue is what has been ad-
dressed a few times at least from my
perspective and in print about the ob-
jectivity of this commission. And of
course, Madam Speaker, we all know
that only time will tell when that judg-
ment will be made. But if they work in
an objective way, look at the facts, and
come to a decision based on the facts
rather than a political point of view, I
think we’ll all be better served by that.

And with that, I urge support of this
legislation.

Mr. OBERSTAR. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in strong support of H.R. 5481, as
amended, to give subpoena power to the Na-
tional Commission on the BP Deepwater Hori-
zon Oil Spill and Offshore Drilling.

On April 20, 2010, the Deepwater Horizon,
a mobile offshore drilling unit (MODU) oper-
ating in the Gulf of Mexico off Louisiana, suf-
fered a blowout and an uncontrollable release
of gas and oil. This touched off an explosion
and fire that claimed the lives of 11 men, in-
jured many others, and resulted in the loss of
the rig.

This casualty has also resulted in the re-
lease of millions of gallons of gas and oil into
the Gulf of Mexico, the destruction of critical
shoreline and ocean habitats, impacts to the
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health of potentially hundreds of workers en-
gaged in the clean up, and catastrophic eco-
nomic losses that will not be known for some
time for the people of the Gulf Coast region.
Gas and oil continue to gush out of control
from the well nearly 65 days since the explo-
sion.

On May 22, President Obama issued Exec-
utive Order 13543 to establish the BP Deep-
water Horizon Oil Spill and Offshore Drilling
Commission. The Commission’s mission is to:

1. examine the facts and circumstances
concerning the Deepwater Horizon oil spill dis-
aster;

2. develop options for preventing and miti-
gating the impact of oil spills associated with
offshore drilling including: improvements to
Federal laws, regulations, and industry prac-
tices and reforms to federal agencies; and

3. submit a public report to the President
with findings and options for consideration
within six months of the Commission’s first
meeting.

There are many serious questions that need
to be answered surrounding this catastrophe.
The President’s Executive Order establishes a
framework for pursuing these questions and
providing needed policy improvements regard-
ing offshore oil drilling. However, the Commis-
sion lacks a critical tool: subpoena power.

Unfortunately, it is in the interests of certain
parties to withhold important information, rath-
er than to provide it voluntarily. | know from
our own oversight work on the Committee that
subpoena power is absolutely necessary to
identify and to get the information required to
make better policies and to protect public
health, the environment, and to prevent the
mistakes of the past. For the Commission to
fulfill its critical mission, it must have the
power to compel parties to provide it with in-
formation. Congress has provided similar pow-
ers to prior commissions and provided this
same investigatory power to the Offices of In-
spector General pursuant to the Inspector
General Act of 1978.

The gentlewoman from California (Mrs.
CAPPS) has introduced legislation (H.R. 5481)
to ensure that the BP Deepwater Horizon
Commission has the ability to pursue critical
questions and lines of inquiry wherever they
may lead. The bill allows the Commission to
issue subpoenas to compel the attendance
and testimony of witnesses, and produce
records and correspondence, among other
items.

Passage of this legislation will give the BP
Deep Horizon Oil Spill and Offshore Drilling
Commission a central tool that it needs to get
to the truth.

| thank the gentlewoman from California
(Mrs. CAPPS) for introducing this important bill
and for her unwavering commitment to this
issue.

| urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting H.R. 5481.

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. I
yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. RAHALL. I yield back the bal-
ance of my time, Madam Speaker.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from West Virginia (Mr.
RAHALL) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 5481, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.
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Mr. RAHALL. Madam Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

——————

PRIVILEGED REPORT ON RESOLU-
TION OF INQUIRY TO SEC-
RETARY OF THE INTERIOR

Mr. RAHALL, from the Committee
on Natural Resources, submitted a
privileged report (Rept. No. 111-5610) on
the resolution (H. Res. 1406) directing
the Secretary of the Interior to trans-
mit to the House of Representatives
certain information relating to the po-
tential designation of National Monu-
ments, which was referred to the House
Calendar and ordered to be printed.

————
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 3 o’clock and 25 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess
subject to the call of the Chair.

———
0 1617

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Ms. RICHARDSON) at 4 o’clock
and 17 minutes p.m.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings
will resume on motions to suspend the
rules previously postponed.

Votes will be taken in the following
order:

H.R. 5481, by the yeas and nays;

H.R. 3993, by the yeas and nays;

H. Res. 1388, de novo.

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. Remaining
electronic votes will be conducted as 5-
minute votes.

—————

GRANTING SUBPOENA POWER TO
COMMISSION INVESTIGATING BP
DEEPWATER OIL SPILL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 5481) to give subpoena power
to the National Commission on the BP
Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill and Off-
shore Drilling, as amended, on which
the yeas and nays were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from West Virginia (Mr.
RAHALL) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, as amended.
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