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same kind of thinking that would have
doomed us to failure, the same kind of
rhetoric that was voiced during our de-
bate on Iraq 3 years ago. They were
wrong then; they are wrong now.

I would hope they would have learned
the lesson of our success in Iraq: that
we must show our friends and allies
alike that we will be there to complete
the mission; not as a young soldier said
the other day: that they fear the Amer-
icans are leaving and the Taliban will
cut their heads off.

It is a fundamental of warfare that
you have to see the mission through to
completion or failure. To announce a
date of withdrawal is to announce a
date for defeat.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Michigan.

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I would
also now reclaim the remainder of my
time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator’s time has expired.

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent for 30 seconds to re-
spond.

Mr. McCAIN. I object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the nomination of
GEN David H. Petraeus to be General?

Mr. McCAIN. Mr. President, I ask for
the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk called
the roll.

The result was announced—yeas 99,
nays 0, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 203 Ex.]

YEAS—99
Akaka Ensign McConnell
Alexander Enzi Menendez
Barrasso Feingold Merkley
Baucus Feinstein Mikulski
Bayh Franken Murkowski
Begich Gillibrand Murray
Bennet Graham Nelson (NE)
Bennett Grassley Nelson (FL)
Bingaman Gregg Pryor
Bond Hagan Reed
Boxer Harkin Reid
Brown (MA) Hatch Risch
Brown (OH) Hutchison Roberts
Brownback Inhofe Rockefeller
Bunning Inouye Sanders
Burr Isakson Schumer
Burris Johanns Sessions
Cantwell Johnson Shaheen
Cardin Kaufman Shelby
Carper Kerry Snowe
Casey Klobuchar Specter
Chambliss Kohl Stabenow
Coburn Kyl Tester
Cochran Landrieu Thune
Collins Lautenberg Udall (CO)
Conrad Leahy Udall (NM)
Corker LeMieux Vitter
Cornyn Levin Voinovich
Crapo Lieberman Warner
DeMint Lincoln Webb
Dodd Lugar Whitehouse
Dorgan McCain Wicker
Durbin McCaskill Wyden

The nomination was confirmed.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motion to re-
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consider is considered made and laid
upon the table.

The President will be immediately
notified of the Senate’s action.

—————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will resume legislative session.

——————

AMERICAN JOBS AND CLOSING
TAX LOOPHOLES ACT OF 2010

Mr. DEMINT. Mr. President, what is
the pending business?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the pending business.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

Motion to concur in the House amendment
to the Senate amendment with an amend-
ment to H.R. 4213, an act to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to extend certain
expiring provisions, and for other purposes.

Pending:

Reid motion to concur in the amendment
of the House to the amendment of the Senate
to the bill, with Reid amendment No. 4425 (to
the amendment of the House to the amend-
ment of the Senate to the bill), in the nature
of a substitute.

Reid amendment No. 4426 (to amendment
No. 4425), to change the enactment date.

Reid motion to refer in the amendment of
the House to the amendment of the Senate
to the bill to the Committee on Finance,
with instructions, Reid amendment No0.4427,
to provide for a study.

Reid amendment No. 4428 (to the instruc-
tions (amendment No. 4427) of the motion to
refer), of a perfecting nature.

Reid amendment No. 4429 (to amendment
No. 4428), of a perfecting nature.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from South Carolina.

CONGRATULATING THE UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH

CAROLINA

Mr. DEMINT. Mr. President, I rise
today to congratulate the University of
South Carolina men’s baseball team for
making history by winning the NCAA
College World Series last night.

Whit Merrifield’s clutch hit in the
11th inning brought home the winning
run and gave USC its first ever na-
tional championship for any men’s
team at the university.

In spite of losing their first game in
Omaha, the team persevered through
multiple elimination games. They were
motivated by the courageous spirit of
one young fan, Bayler Teal, who at age
7 may have been the biggest Gamecock
fan in America. He suffered from a rare
form of cancer and died last Thursday
during the Gamecock’s come-from-be-
hind victory over Oklahoma. He wore
his Gamecock ball cap the day he died.

Fortunately, Bayler’s parents and 5-
year-old brother were able to be in
Omaha last night to see the Gamecocks
win the final game of the College World
Series.

So today I join all South Carolinians
and Gamcocks fans everywhere to con-
gratulate the players, Coach Ray Tan-
ner, and his staff for an outstanding
victory.

Now all America knows that USC
means the University of South Caro-
lina. Go Gamecocks.

S5651

FIRST-TIME HOME BUYER TAX CREDIT

Mr. President, I want to speak in ob-
jection to the majority’s latest at-
tempt to secretly push through an-
other extension of the first-time home
buyer tax credit—the third time the
Senate has modified or extended this
credit since July of 2008, when it was
originally included in the majority’s
Housing and Economic Recovery Act.

Home buyer tax credits have several
flaws, and I opposed them in the past
because I believe they are a temporary
infusion of capital into the market-
place and simply increase the govern-
ment’s grip on our Nation’s economic
growth.

As often happens when the govern-
ment becomes involved in attempting
to grow a portion of the Nation’s econ-
omy, we only create a bubble that will
eventually burst. As the National Asso-
ciation of Realtors said in late April,
shortly before the expiring of the tax
credit on April 30:

It is time for the housing market to stand
on its own feet.

It is time for the government to stop
picking winners and losers in the hous-
ing market based on arbitrary dates
and arbitrary qualifications. For the
people who haven’t closed on their
homes by today, it is not that they
won’t get their house; it is only that
they won’t get a taxpayer subsidy for
having bought a house now rather than
later. This taxpayer subsidy has been
funded by their neighbor, who may not
have had the opportunity to buy on the
government time line.

We have watched this majority push
through big spending bills and targeted
government credits. What we have
learned is that government spending
does not grow economic prosperity;
rather, government spending grows
deficits. It creates economic bubbles.
Without a doubt, it increases taxes.

For 18 months, this majority has cre-
ated a false sense of hope for con-
sumers and markets while increasing
taxes on small businesses and the most
productive and hard-working Ameri-
cans. Rather than creating tax equal-
ity and predictability for all Ameri-
cans, this Congress has tried to force
taxpayers to subsidize the purchasing
of cars, homes, and even appliances.

We know what works. When Amer-
ican businesses have the predictability
of low tax rates, they in turn invest in
job creation and create real economic
growth.

The enormous amount of spending
this Congress has taken on is
unsustainable and will eventually lead
to the highest tax increases in our Na-
tion’s history.

This bill is no different. I ask my col-
leagues, how many times do we need to
extend this home buyer tax credit?
What do we tell the people who bought
their homes just before it started, and
the ones who bought their homes right
after it expired? Do we say their mort-
gage rates will be higher for the whole
time they own their home, and their
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