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‘‘It happened because [the driver] was neg-

ligent,’’ his brother said. ‘‘He broke a lot of 
hearts and it isn’t right.’’ 

His sister-in-law also wants justice. 
‘‘I have tried in my heart to forgive him 

but I am not there yet,’’ Donafee said. ‘‘I 
look at what my boys and I lost . . . it is too 
hard.’’ 

At the accident site, Donafee was sur-
rounded by some of her husband’s former co- 
workers from the Middleburg Heights post 
office branch where he had worked for 14 
years. They stood at the makeshift memorial 
and shared stories. 

In September, friends held a benefit in 
Strongsville that raised money for his sons— 
ages 16 and 11—to attend Padua, a Catholic 
prep school in Parma. Members from the 
post office will lay a wreath at his grave 
today—the family isn’t emotionally ready to 
go back just yet. 

‘‘This shouldn’t be a part of the job,’’ said 
Paul Hunt, who worked with Donafee for 
more than 10 years. ‘‘You shouldn’t have to 
worry about getting hit by a car.’’ 

Mr. CHAFFETZ. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

I rise today in support of H.R. 5390 to 
designate the facility of the United 
States Postal Service located at 13301 
Smith Road in Cleveland, Ohio, as the 
David John Donafee Post Office Build-
ing. 

I appreciate the good work that my 
colleague Mr. KUCINICH has done on 
this and his heartfelt and sincere ap-
proach to recognizing this great gen-
tleman and the tragic situation but 
also the great life that he led. 

Mr. Speaker, it is altogether fitting 
and proper that we honor Mr. Donafee 
by naming this post office in Cleveland 
for him. It was out of this post office 
that he was based. 

On February 14, Valentine’s Day, 
2008, David Donafee was delivering the 
mail on foot along his usual route in 
Parma Heights, Ohio, only minutes 
from the post office on Smith Road. As 
he was crossing York Road near Inde-
pendence Boulevard, Mr. Donafee was 
struck and killed by a vehicle driving 
recklessly down the street. 

Tragically, the 42-year-old husband 
and father of two was run over only 
blocks from the post office to be named 
in his memory. Mr. Donafee was killed 
on a route that is notorious among 
local mail carriers for dangerous driv-
ers. I hope that the tragic cir-
cumstances of Mr. Donafee’s death will 
serve as a call for safer driving on all 
roads across our country. 

Prior to his career of delivering mail, 
Mr. Donafee had worked in a Cleveland 
area steel mill which he had told fam-
ily members he felt was too dangerous 
of a place to work. His older brothers 
recall that David took the job in the 
post office so that he could have a safer 
place to work. Sadly, the 14-year vet-
eran of the postal service couldn’t es-
cape the danger he had tried to get way 
from. 

Mr. Donafee is remembered by his 
wife as a great father and by coworkers 
as a generous man who ‘‘would do any-
thing for you.’’ He had a wonderful 
sense of humor, and according to fellow 
mail carriers, he was the guy that 
made the place a little better. 

An active member of his community, 
Mr. Donafee was very involved with his 
town of Brunswick’s youth hockey 
league. 

Mr. Donafee was born on April 29, 
1965, in Parma, Ohio. He leaves behind 
his wife, Sandi, of almost 18 years, and 
his two teenage sons, Derek and Liam. 
Our heart goes out to this family. 

Mr. Speaker, it is proper that we pass 
this resolution to honor the memory of 
David John Donafee. I call on all Mem-
bers of this House to support this 
measure and hope they know that 
members of the postal community, the 
greater postal community, those who 
work and serve every day in their lives, 
if by this small gesture we can remem-
ber them and give some degree of com-
fort to that family and that we always 
remember them. 

I yield back the balance of my time, 
Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield such time as she may consume to 
the gentlewoman from Ohio, Rep-
resentative BETTY SUTTON. 

Ms. SUTTON. I thank the gentleman 
for the time, and I thank my colleague, 
Congressman KUCINICH, for his efforts 
and leadership on this legislation. 

David John Donafee was a 42-year-old 
letter carrier for the U.S. Postal Serv-
ice who lived in the congressional dis-
trict that I am so honored to serve. He 
lived in Medina County, Ohio, in the 
city of Brunswick; and, sadly, David 
was crossing the street while walking 
his route when he was fatally hit by a 
car on February 14, 2008. 

David was a devoted husband, a fa-
ther, a son, a brother, a brother-in-law 
and uncle; and he was very involved in 
the community in children’s hockey. 

For 14 years, David delivered the 
mail; and to paraphrase the U.S. Postal 
Service’s motto, he went about his life 
with duty, honor, and pride. Neither 
snow, nor rain, nor heat, nor gloom of 
night, nor the winds of change, nor a 
Nation challenged stayed David from 
the swift completion of his appointed 
rounds. But tragically, a reckless driv-
er did. 

Our hearts remain with Sandi, his 
wife, his children, and the entire 
Donafee family. David’s death was a 
tragedy that should not have happened. 
While we are honoring his life by nam-
ing the post office after him, as it 
should be, we also have a duty to re-
mind drivers to yield to pedestrians 
crossing the street. We know that this 
small gesture will not close the hole in 
the Donafee family’s hearts, but we 
want them to know that we care and 
we appreciate all that he did for our 
community. He connected us, one with 
another. 

With this post office naming, we will 
remind people of David’s noble service, 
and we will remind each other of our 
obligation to look out one for another. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the House 
Committee on Oversight and Govern-

ment Reform, I rise in support of H.R. 
5390, a bill designating the facility of 
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 13301 Smith Road in Cleveland, 
Ohio, as the David John Donafee Post 
Office Building. 

H.R. 5390 was introduced by my col-
league, the gentleman from Ohio, Rep-
resentative DENNIS KUCINICH, on May 
25, 2010. It was referred to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government 
Reform, which ordered it reported fa-
vorably by unanimous consent on June 
7, 2010. The measure has the bipartisan 
support of 17 Members of the Ohio dele-
gation. 

Mr. David John Donafee was a letter 
carrier for the United States Postal 
Service for 14 years. An active member 
of his community, Mr. Donafee volun-
teered with the youth hockey league in 
his town of Parma, Ohio. Tragically, he 
passed way on February 14, 2008, at the 
age of 42, after being struck by the 
driver of a car while delivering mail on 
his regular route. He is survived by his 
wife, Sandi, and two sons, Derek and 
Liam. 

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Donafee’s untimely 
death during the course of his duties as 
a letter carrier is deeply saddening. Let 
us now pay tribute to this man’s life 
through the passage of H.R. 5390. I urge 
my colleagues to join me in supporting 
it. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. 
DAVIS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 5390. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate by Ms. 
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced 
that the Senate has passed without 
amendment a bill of the House of the 
following title: 

H.R. 5502. An act to amend the effective 
date of the gift card provisions of the Credit 
Card Accountability Responsibility and Dis-
closure Act of 2009. 

f 

CLARENCE D. LUMPKIN POST 
OFFICE 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and concur 
in the Senate amendments to the bill 
(H.R. 4840) to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 1979 Cleveland Avenue in Co-
lumbus, Ohio, as the ‘‘Clarence D. 
Lumpkin Post Office’’. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the Senate amendments 

is as follows: 
Senate amendments: 
On page 2, line 3, strike ‘‘1979’’ and insert 

‘‘1981’’. 
Amend the title so as to read: ‘‘An Act to 

designate the facility of the United States 
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