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a rocket-propelled grenade in Iraq. He 
was a dog handler, and this was his 
friend, his dog Lex. Lex himself has 
shrapnel in the back. And the family, 
the Lee family, wanted so badly to 
have Lex, since they gave their son up 
for this country. And I want to thank 
Mike Regner, United States Marine 
Corps, for helping this become a re-
ality. Madam Speaker, when Dustin 
was killed and Lex was wounded, the 
Marine Corps told me that they found 
Lex laying next to the body of his mas-
ter. 

War dogs have been used in every war 
throughout history. There are cur-
rently between 500 and 700 dog teams 
stationed in the Middle East. This is 
not a new concept, but it is time that 
these dogs and their handlers are ac-
knowledged for their sacrifice to this 
country. 

I would like to thank the United 
States War Dog Association for all 
they do and for helping the American 
Kennel Club with this tremendous ef-
fort. I also encourage anyone who 
would like to donate to this effort to 
contact the American Kennel Club or 
United States War Dog Association. 
Both dogs and handlers are in need of 
basic daily items that we all take for 
granted. 

Madam Speaker, as I begin to close I 
would like to ask God, as I always do 
on this floor, to please bless our men 
and women in uniform, ask God to 
please bless the families of our men 
and women in uniform, ask God in his 
loving arms to hold the families who 
have given a child dying for freedom in 
Iraq and Afghanistan, and ask God to 
please bless the House and Senate that 
we will do what is right in the eyes of 
God, and ask God to give wisdom, 
strength, and courage to President 
Obama that he will do what is right in 
the eyes of God for the American peo-
ple. 

And I will close by asking three 
times, God, please, God, please, God, 
please continue to bless America. 

f 

DECLARE VICTORY IN 
AFGHANISTAN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. As you 
can see, there are untold stories of 
valor on the front lines of war around 
the world. We can be very proud as 
Americans of the resilience of our men 
and women in the United States mili-
tary and those valiant animals who 
stand by them and the support that 
families have given to them. 

I stand here as a proud American not 
out of arrogance, but simply out of rec-
ognition that we are the front-liners 
for peace and democracy. I had the 
privilege of spending the last week in 
Afghanistan, not closed in in a small 
room, but traveling throughout the 
country, visiting with our commander 
on the ground, visiting with the inter-

national allied forces, being briefed and 
seeing in action the Afghan National 
Security Forces, meeting the leader-
ship of the Afghan Government in 
Kabul, going down to Kandahar and 
being out on a command post and a 
check site that was engaged with Af-
ghans on the highway. I got a sense of 
a country—of which I chair the Afghan 
Caucus in this Congress. And I want 
what is best for people who are striving 
for democracy and freedom. 

I want to say to my colleagues that I 
stand here asking us to do what we did 
not do in Vietnam, which was to recog-
nize the valiant and outstanding serv-
ice of our men and women, and to un-
derstand victory had been achieved. 
Today we have two Vietnams side by 
side, North and South, exchanging and 
working. We may not agree with all 
that North Vietnam is doing, but they 
are living in peace. I would look for a 
better human rights record for North 
Vietnam, but they are living side by 
side because that was a civil war. 

And because the leadership of this 
Nation did not listen to the mothers 
and fathers who bore the burden of 
58,000 dead and did not declare victory, 
the mounting deaths, the violence con-
tinued going up and up. Rather than 
understanding the political nature of 
the war in Vietnam, we did not listen 
to those families. So we mourned. But 
I say today they were valiant heroes, 
proud of them, although fallen, and 
proud of those who lived. 

As I look back on Afghanistan and 
the past week, I will say to you that it 
is time not out of defeat, but it is time 
in victory to return home. Our soldiers 
can come home in victory, for not one 
more treasure should be cast in this 
war that is a civil war. Al Qaeda is not 
present in Afghanistan. And we have 
the opportunity to cast over to the Af-
ghan civilian government, which is 
now working to build up the Afghani-
stan National Security Forces, which 
we expect to be some 300,000 strong 
over the next couple of months, na-
tional police, and national army, 
trained by the brilliance of our young 
men and women. 

We understand the military says the 
job is yet not done, conditions on the 
ground. Conditions are movable. They 
are always changing. What you have to 
look at is whether you have a govern-
ment that has the resolve to lead itself. 
President Karzai must stand against 
corruption, he must fight to eradicate 
the poppy crop, he must stop the brib-
ery so that farmers can get their prod-
ucts to market. That is a civilian chal-
lenge. That is a challenge of the Af-
ghan people. He must get electricity 
with the money that has been given to 
him down in the south. 

But to go into the NATO hospital, or 
to go into a hospital in Germany, to 
see the brutality of the IED injuries, to 
see the lost limbs—we have claimed 
victory. We have provided an oppor-
tunity for President Karzai to lead. 
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And so I’m a proud American; again, 

not standing here in arrogance, but for 
the sacrifice of the reservists and oth-
ers who have come and the full-time 
military willing to stay as long as the 
civilian leadership of this country de-
mands that they stay. 

And so I say to the moms and dads 
and families who’ve sacrificed their 
loved ones both in terms of those who 
now serve us and those who have fallen 
in battle, we cannot thank you enough. 
And none of us can mourn as you’re 
mourning if you have lost a loved one. 
But we can say ‘‘thank you’’ by bring-
ing our troops home with a hero’s wel-
come, something we have not done 
probably since World War II. 

It is time to bring our troops home, 
to declare victory, and to thank them 
for being heroes, not only of America 
but for this world, in the name of peace 
and freedom. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. KAPTUR addressed the House. 
Her remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 
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ARIZONA CRIME 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Colorado (Mr. POLIS) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. POLIS. It should be common 
sense that with the limited dollars we 
have in law enforcement, diverting 
those law enforcement resources to 
hunt down immigrants detracts from 
our efforts to combat violent crime. 
However, believe it or not, some sup-
porters of Arizona’s new immigration 
law actually claim that it’s a crime- 
fighting measure. 

That overlooks a basic point: Crime 
rates have already been falling in Ari-
zona for years despite, or perhaps in 
part because of, the presence of immi-
grants. This was once again proven by 
a recent study conducted by America’s 
Voice, which documented the change in 
violent crime levels in various Arizona 
police jurisdictions from 2002 through 
2009. 

As you can see, crime is down in Ari-
zona, the purple line. In fact, the only 
jurisdiction in the study where crime 
increased was in the part of Maricopa 
County under the jurisdiction of the in-
competent sheriff Joe Arpaio, who’s fa-
mously used anti-immigrant policies to 
advance his political agenda at the ex-
pense of keeping his communities safe. 

From 2002 to 2009, the crime rate in 
Maricopa County increased 58 percent 
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