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means ‘‘the strong one,’’ by his Ugan-
dan friends, a name he proudly 
tattooed on his right arm. 

Responsibility for the attack that 
killed Nate and the dozens of other in-
nocent men and women in Uganda has 
been claimed by the Somalia-based al- 
Shabaab terrorist organization. Al- 
Shabaab has justified the deadly vio-
lence on Uganda’s 3,400-troop contribu-
tion to the African Union Mission in 
Somalia. But al-Shabaab, which means 
‘‘the youth,’’ also chose its targets to 
send a message to Somalis around the 
world, a message designed to help 
tighten its control in Somalia and re-
cruit young men into its ranks, includ-
ing young men from many of the dis-
tricts we represent. 
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Nate Henn’s life, on quite the other 
hand, and the work of groups like In-
visible Children send a far different 
message to the youth of Africa, a mes-
sage that is one of promise and hope 
rather than of war. 

Today, Congress can help reinforce 
that message by showing that the 
American people stand side by side 
with those who strive to make the fu-
ture brighter for Africa’s youth while 
at the same time telling groups like al- 
Shabaab that we will not ignore atroc-
ities committed against civilians or 
our allies. 

I hope, Mr. Speaker, that all of my 
colleagues will support this important 
resolution. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
have no further requests for time, and 
I yield back the balance of my time. 

Ms. BERKLEY. Mr. Speaker, I have 
no further requests for time, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Nevada (Ms. 
BERKLEY) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 1538, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 
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MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate by Ms. 
Curtis, one of its clerks, announed that 
the Senate has agreed to without 
amendment a concurrent resolution of 
the House of the following title: 

H. Con. Res. 304. Concurrent resolution di-
recting the Clerk of the House of Representa-
tives to correct the enrollment of H.R. 725. 

The message also announced that the 
Senate has passed with an amendment 
in which the concurrence of the House 
is requested, a bill of the House of the 
following title: 

H.R. 5610. An act to provide a technical ad-
justment with respect to funding for inde-
pendent living centers under the Rehabilita-
tion Act of 1973 in order to ensure stability 
for such centers. 

INTERNATIONAL MEGAN’S LAW OF 
2010 

Ms. BERKLEY. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 5138) to protect children from 
sexual exploitation by mandating re-
porting requirements for convicted sex 
traffickers and other registered sex of-
fenders against minors intending to en-
gage in international travel, providing 
advance notice of intended travel by 
high interest registered sex offenders 
outside the United States to the gov-
ernment of the country of destination, 
requesting foreign governments to no-
tify the United States when a known 
child sex offender is seeking to enter 
the United States, and for other pur-
poses, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 5138 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE AND TABLE OF CON-

TENTS. 
(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as 

the ‘‘International Megan’s Law of 2010’’. 
(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-

tents for this Act is as follows: 
Sec. 1. Short title and table of contents. 
Sec. 2. Findings and declaration of purposes. 
Sec. 3. Definitions. 
Sec. 4. Sex offender travel reporting require-

ment. 
Sec. 5. Foreign registration requirement for 

sex offenders. 
Sec. 6. International Sex Offender Travel 

Center. 
Sec. 7. Center sex offender travel guidelines. 
Sec. 8. Authority to restrict passports. 
Sec. 9. Immunity for good faith conduct. 
Sec. 10. Sense of Congress provisions. 
Sec. 11. Enhancing the minimum standards 

for the elimination of traf-
ficking. 

Sec. 12. Special report on international 
mechanisms related to trav-
eling child sex offenders. 

Sec. 13. Assistance to foreign countries to 
meet minimum standards for 
the elimination of trafficking. 

Sec. 14. Congressional reports. 
Sec. 15. Authorization of appropriations. 
Sec. 16. Budget compliance. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS AND DECLARATION OF PUR-

POSES. 
(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the fol-

lowing: 
(1) Megan Nicole Kanka, who was 7 years 

old, was abducted, sexually assaulted, and 
murdered in 1994, in the State of New Jersey 
by a violent predator living across the street 
from her home. Unbeknownst to Megan 
Kanka and her family, he had been convicted 
previously of a sex offense against a child. 

(2) In 1996, Congress adopted Megan’s Law 
(Public Law 104–145) as a means to encourage 
States to protect children by identifying the 
whereabouts of sex offenders and providing 
the means to monitor their activities. 

(3) The sexual exploitation of minors is a 
global phenomenon. The International 
Labour Organization estimates that 1.8 mil-
lion children worldwide are exploited each 
year through prostitution and pornography. 

(4) According to End Child Prostitution, 
Child Pornography and Trafficking in Chil-
dren for Sexual Purposes (ECPAT Inter-
national), all children are adversely affected 
by being commercially sexually exploited. 
Commercial sexual exploitation can result in 
serious, lifelong, even life-threatening con-

sequences for the physical, psychological, 
spiritual, emotional and social development 
and well-being of a child. 

(5) ECPAT International reports that chil-
dren who are commercially sexually ex-
ploited are at great risk of contracting HIV 
or AIDS and are unlikely to receive adequate 
medical care. These children are also at 
great risk of further physical violence—those 
who make an attempt to escape or counter 
their abuse may be severely injured or 
killed. The psychological effects of child sex-
ual exploitation and threats usually plague 
the victims for the rest of their lives. 

(6) ECPAT International further reports 
that children who have been exploited typi-
cally report feelings of shame, guilt, and low 
self-esteem. Some children do not believe 
they are worthy of rescue; some suffer from 
stigmatization or the knowledge that they 
were betrayed by someone whom they had 
trusted; others suffer from nightmares, 
sleeplessness, hopelessness, and depression— 
reactions similar to those exhibited in vic-
tims of torture. To cope, some children at-
tempt suicide or turn to substance abuse. 
Many find it difficult to reintegrate success-
fully into society once they become adults. 

(7) According to ECPAT International, 
child sex tourism is a specific form of child 
prostitution and is a developing phe-
nomenon. Child sex tourism is defined as the 
commercial sexual exploitation of children 
by people who travel from one place to an-
other and there engage in sexual acts with 
minors. This type of exploitation can occur 
anywhere in the world and no country or 
tourism destination is immune. 

(8) According to research conducted by The 
Protection Project of The Johns Hopkins 
University Paul H. Nitze School of Advanced 
International Studies, sex tourists from the 
United States who target children form a 
significant percentage of child sex tourists 
in some of the most significant destination 
countries for child sex tourism. 

(9) According to the National Center for 
Missing and Exploited Children (NCMEC), 
most victims of sex offenders are minors. 

(10) Media reports indicate that known sex 
offenders who have committed crimes 
against children are traveling internation-
ally, and that the criminal background of 
such individuals may not be known to local 
law enforcement prior to their arrival. For 
example, in April 2008, a United States reg-
istered sex offender received a prison sen-
tence for engaging in illicit sexual activity 
with a 15-year-old United States citizen girl 
in Ciudad Juarez, Chihuahua, Mexico in ex-
change for money and crack cocaine. 

(11) United States Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement (ICE) has taken a leading 
role in the fight against the sexual exploi-
tation of minors abroad, in cooperation with 
other United States agencies, law enforce-
ment from other countries, INTERPOL, and 
nongovernmental organizations. In addition 
to discovering evidence of and investigating 
child sex crimes, ICE has provided training 
to foreign law enforcement and NGOs, as ap-
propriate, for the prevention, detection, and 
investigation of cases of child sexual exploi-
tation. 

(12) Between 2003 and 2009, ICE obtained 73 
convictions of individuals from the United 
States charged with committing sexual 
crimes against minors in other countries. 

(13) While necessary to protect children 
and rescue victims, the detection and inves-
tigation of child sex predators overseas is 
costly. Such an undercover operation can 
cost approximately $250,000. A system that 
would aid in the prevention of such crimes is 
needed to safeguard vulnerable populations 
and to reduce the cost burden of addressing 
crimes after they are committed. 
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