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who served in the military during
World War II. They will receive cards
and letters of appreciation from local
school groups and other members of
the community. To date, more than 700
cards and letters from the northwest
Arkansas community have been col-
lected.

In Arkansas, there are approximately
26,714 living World War II veterans, and
each one has a heroic tale. World War
II was one of America’s greatest tri-
umphs, but was also a conflict filled
with individual sacrifice and tragedy.
More than 60 million people worldwide
were Killed, including more than 35
million civilians, and more than 400,000
American servicemembers. The ulti-
mate victory is a testament to the
valor of American soldiers, sailors, air-
men and marines.

I salute these World War II veterans,
along with all of our 260,000 Arkansas
veterans. My father and both grand-
fathers served our Nation in uniform
and taught me from an early age about
the sacrifices our troops and their fam-
ilies make to keep our Nation free. All
of our veterans—from the greatest gen-
eration to Vietnam war veterans to the
new generation of servicemembers in
the Middle East and across the globe—
have sacrificed greatly on behalf of our
country. I thank them for their service
and sacrifice.®

———

FORT SMITH’S RIVERFRONT
BLUES FESTIVAL

e Mrs. LINCOLN. Mr. President, today
I recognize the Fort Smith Riverfront
Blues Festival in my home State of Ar-
kansas for being named one of the Top
100 Events in North America by the
American Bus Association.

Each year, the association compiles a
list of the most appealing events across
the continent for tour operators who
are planning trips for the coming year.
More than 600 events competed for in-
clusion on the 2011 list. This year
marks Fort Smith’s first appearance
on the list.

Riverfront Blues Fest will celebrate
its 21st year in 2011, and is known as
“The Best Little Bluesfest in Amer-
ica.” The festival draws thousands of
music lovers to enjoy top musical tal-
ent on the banks of the Arkansas River
on two summer nights.

Fort Smith Riverfront Blues Fest’s
entry in the 2011 Top 100 Events in
North America reads:

The Fort Smith Riverfront Blues Fest is
the premier blues event on the Arkansas
River. It’s big enough to draw national and
international musical talent, yet intimate
that you don’t have to fight the crowds to
enjoy the music. Set on the banks of the Ar-
kansas at Fort Smith Riverpark, this blues
festival brings people from several states to
enjoy two low-cost nights of family enter-
tainment. Because the festival gets started
after 4 p.m., this leaves plenty of time to see
the sights in and around historic Fort
Smith.

Two other Arkansas events made the
2011 Top 100 Events list: the World’s
Shortest St. Patrick’s Day Parade in
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Hot Springs and the Arkansas Trail of
Holiday Lights, which occurs in 60
communities across the state, includ-
ing Fort Smith.

I congratulate all of these Arkansas
events and communities for preserving
and promoting the history and heritage
of our State.®

RECOGNIZING KELD RADIO

® Mrs. LINCOLN. Mr. President, today
I recognize radio station KELD 106.5 in
El Dorado, AR, as they celebrate their
75th anniversary.

As the longest and oldest continuous
radio station in Arkansas, KELD has
educated and informed residents across
South Arkansas for more than seven
decades. From music to news and com-
munity events, KELD offers a mix of
programming to meet the needs of its
listeners.

Radio stations like KELD are an im-
portant part of Arkansas’s culture,
providing essential information to lis-
teners across our State. I am proud of
their efforts to broadcast thoughtful,
educational, and entertaining program-
ming.

KELD represents the best of Arkan-
sas, and I am proud of the station for
reaching this historic milestone. Along
with all Arkansans, I thank KELD for
their many contributions to the El Do-
rado community and South Arkansas
over the past 75 years.e

———————

TRIBUTE TO KATHY MANIS
FINDLEY

® Mrs. LINCOLN. Mr. President, today
I congratulate Kathy Manis Findley for
being named Arkansas Business’ Non-
profit Executive of the Year. Kathy
serves as the executive director of Safe
Places of Little Rock, which she found-
ed in 2002.

Safe Places is a 501(c)3 nonprofit or-
ganization that provides individual and
group support, counseling, education
and training, criminal justice advocacy
and other services to encourage and
strengthen the healing process for sur-
vivors of violence. Many of Safe Places’
services, including its Crisis Line, are
provided throughout the State.

Located in Little Rock’s Governor’s
Mansion Historic District, Safe Places
serves children and families who live in
areas of Pulaski County that present
the highest risk for violent victimiza-
tion.

Safe Places’ mission speaks volumes
about the work they do each and every
day to keep Arkansas’s children safe:

We envision a world without violence, a
world in which every child can experience
safety, nurture, and opportunities that en-
sure a future filled with hope.

From that Vision our Mission takes its
form.

In fulfilling our vision of a world without
violence, Safe Places works in the commu-
nity to help children, young people and fami-
lies create safe homes, schools, and commu-
nities through counseling, advocacy, sup-
port, and education.

I commend the entire team at Safe
Places for their efforts to protect our
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most vulnerable young citizens. Their
efforts have improved the lives of
countless young Arkansans, and I am
proud of their hard work and dedica-
tion.e

——————

NASHVILLE JUNIOR HIGH
SCHOOL’S QUIZ BOWL TEAM

e Mrs. LINCOLN. Mr. President, today
I recognize Nashville Junior High
School in my home State of Arkansas
for winning the Junior High Quiz Bowl
National Championship in New Orle-
ans, LA, earlier this summer. Along
with all Arkansas, I congratulate the
Nashville team for this tremendous ac-
complishment.

Under the leadership of coach
Tammy Alexander, the school com-
peted in the event as two separate
teams, A team and B team.

The A team came out national cham-
pions with the only undefeated record
of 9-0 at the tournament. The group in-
cluded Jonathon Lance, Hayden Kirch-
hoff, Cameron Alexander, Alex Perrin,
Alex Kwok and Tyler Tollett. I also
wish to recognize student Jonathon
Lance, who was named national MVP
at the tournament.

The B team included Luke Dawson,
Blake Hockaday, Kathleen Lance, Syd-
ney Hughes, Braden Bowman, Nicole
Drummond and Dillon Roberts.

I am proud of the hard work and tal-
ent of these students, who exemplify
the best of our state. Not only are they
to be commended for achieving this
championship, they are also to be com-
mended for their teamwork and dedica-
tion to sportsmanship and education.
They set a fine example for all Arkan-
sas students, and I commend them for
their exemplary efforts.

I also salute the entire community of
Nashville for providing support and en-
couragement to these young students.
Nashville is a strong, thriving commu-
nity, and I am proud of the commu-
nity’s efforts to encourage education
and learning.

I join all Nashville residents in con-
gratulating the Junior High School
Quiz Bowl Team on this significant
achievement.e

——————

ROGERS HISTORICAL MUSEUM

o Mrs. LINCOLN. Mr. President, today
I congratulate the staff of the Rogers
Historical Museum in my home State
of Arkansas for being awarded accredi-
tation through the American Associa-
tion of Museums. The Rogers Histor-
ical Museum joins an impressive group
of 778 institutions currently accredited
nationwide. This accreditation rep-
resents the highest recognition of the
Rogers Historical Museum’s commit-
ment to public service, professional
standards, and excellence in education.
Museums like the Rogers Historical
Museum play an important role in pro-
moting lifelong education, travel and
tourism, and quality of life. They offer
a center of exploration, discovery, and
lifelong earnings for students and citi-
zens of all ages and all walks of life.
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