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That’s what happened in the War of
Independence. That’s what happened in
the other wars of America’s past. When
people threatened our premise that
God gives you certain basic rights, and
they got in the way of that, that’s
when Americans stood up and they
acted.
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Today, there are a lot of Americans
that are saying to our Federal Govern-
ment, No, this is not what America is
built on. Our government was built on
justice. It was built on the concept
that people are equal before the law. If
you are a rich man or a poor man, it
makes no difference. Everybody is
equal before the law. That’s not bailout
fever.

We have given up justice and gone to
socialism. It hasn’t worked in Europe.
It didn’t work for the USSR, and it
won’t work for us. We need to go back
to what works, and that is people are
equal before the law and people are free
to take a gamble and try to run their
business, and if it doesn’t work, then
they’ve got to pick themselves up and
try again and not complain that they
need more bailouts.

In short, there is a reason why there
is unemployment today. There is un-
employment today because it was cre-
ated by government policies. And those
government policies have to change.
We have to take the chains off of
American business, and we have to go
back to the principles that work.

Well, we’ve talked about a couple of
very philosophical kinds of things: Jus-
tice, which is a very important word.
Justice does not mean that Lady Jus-
tice who has the blindfold over her eyes
is peeking. It does not mean that she
peeks and gives a special deal to one
person or another person. We have cre-
ated now, with the law, a special bill to
create a whole bailout section of the
Federal Government so Lady Justice
can peek and give money to one person
and maybe not to another.

What confidence does the individual
American have that the government is
going to come and bail them out when
they need it? Is the government going
to be there? Do you want to be servant
to Big Government or do you want to
be a free person? Do you want to
breathe the fresh air, live in the fresh
air and the sunshine of being free,
knowing that you also have to be re-
sponsible? Or do you, instead, choose
the gloomy path of the promise that
the government will take care of you
even though you know that it can’t
economically, or it will not take care
of you well and allow you to live in
some sort of pseudofreedom where you
don’t make responsible choices and you
hope the government will take care of
you when it doesn’t work?

That’s where we are as Americans. It
has to start in our hearts. Freedom
starts in the hearts of self-governing
people who love God. They love their
family and they love their country.
And America is full of those people.
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And I have confidence, I have con-
fidence that the American public still
has a passion for freedom, still has a
love for this country, still cares about
the American Dream and wants to live
in an environment where they can be
free to exercise their God-given gifts
and abilities. They want their children
to grow up in a better condition than
they are. They want to see civilization
building and suffering going down. But
the only way you can do that is you
have to allow some people to prosper.
You can’t knock down all the busi-
nesses and anybody who makes money
and expect to have jobs. You just can’t
do that. It doesn’t work.

And so we come back as we started.
Do you want jobs? Let’s get rid of all
this excessive taxation. Let’s do what
every President in the past has done
when there is a recession—JFK, Ronald
Reagan, Bush. Let’s cut the taxes. That
is what we’ve got to do. We’ve got to
change the regulations in the banking
system so there’s liquidity for busi-
nessmen to raise money. We have to
create an environment where people
aren’t afraid of some new whacky idea
coming down the pike and totally
changing the business climate. We have
to create a condition where people have
confidence that there will be a stable
government in this country which is
not hostile to business, and we’ve got
to cut the red tape and the government
mandates.

What that means is we basically need
to take a look at the Federal Govern-
ment, and we need to say anything
that the Federal Government does not
have to do, it has to be just gotten rid
of. We need to delegate it back to the
States or the local governments. We’ve
got to get the Federal Government out
of all kinds of businesses they have no
constitutional reason to be in, and we
have to focus on the basic things,
which are justice. We need to make
sure there is a level playing field at
home for people to do their work, and
there has to be a secure environment
internationally, which means we have
to have national defense. Those are the
basic functions of justice. Those should
be the functions of limited govern-
ment.

When the government gets too expen-
sive, you have to go back and say, Wait
a minute. Let’s do the basics. Let’s do
the basics well, and everything else the
Federal Government does not have to
do, then let’s get rid of it. That’s where
we have to be going. That’s a clear
path. It’s something that’s not going to
happen overnight because it has to
change in the hearts of Americans, in
the families of America. In the church-
es and places of worship, there has to
be an understanding that it’s not the
job of the government to take care of
everything that goes wrong in
everybody’s life, because it won’t work.

And then Washington, D.C., will
change, reluctantly, but Washington,
D.C., will change, and we will see a new
America and a brighter day and a bet-
ter day for Americans. We will see a
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place where people are employed and
excited about their work and where
there’s a responsibility and a vigor and
a vibrancy that was so common of the
old Yankee that the Europeans used to
make fun of. And once again, that Yan-
kee will be back again, Yankee Doodle.
They used to sing about it to make fun
of us, but as we have seen tsunamis and
hurricanes and all kinds of crises
around the world, they like old Yankee
Doodle to come to help them.

And so I'm proud to be an American.
I know that you’re proud to be Ameri-
cans. We have to move back to the
policies that made this country great.

And I see that a very good friend of
mine, a former judge, a Congressman
from the great State of Texas is here to
join us before long, and perhaps he will
carry on along these lines. I know he is
a man who loves God. He fears God. He
loves his country, and he loves his fam-
ily, and that’s why I love him. And so
I think the next hour will be exciting,
and I urge you to stick with us here.

——

VACATING 5-MINUTE SPECIAL
ORDER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the ordering of a 5-minute
Special Order speech in favor of the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. GOHMERT)
is vacated.

There was no objection.

————
LET’S FIX AMERICA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. GOHMERT) is recognized for 60 min-
utes.

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, it is al-
ways an honor to speak here on the
House floor and have that opportunity
that was provided by those willing to
show the greatest love, according to
Jesus, willing to lay down their lives
for their friends, their countrymen, so
that we could have these freedoms. And
when you read the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, it talks about we are en-
dowed by a Creator with certain in-
alienable rights, and all men were cre-
ated equal; now, not with equal tal-
ents, not with equal abilities, not with
equal money or substances. That was
not the point. In God’s eyes, we are
equal. In the eyes of the Creator, we
are equal. And so we are supposed to do
the best we can with what we’ve got.

And as my friend from Missouri was
talking about light bulbs, I couldn’t
help but scratch my head because here
in Washington, we are told that the
most environmentally friendly major-
ity in the history of the country is in
charge now. But I wanted a light bulb
that was incandescent so I can see bet-
ter, because it takes so dadgum long
for those others with the curl in there
to warm up where you can see. And
sometimes, there’s a tiny closet there,
and I flip the light switch on, well, I
just need to flip it on and off. Well, now
I've got to leave the energy on long
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