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farmers, defending their values and promoting
their efforts in both Jefferson City and Wash-
ington. Even though retiring from the Farm Bu-
reau, | am sure Charlie will continue to fight
for Missouri farmers for many years to come.

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join
me, his wife Pam, and all their children and
grandchildren, in commending Charles E.
Kruse for his accomplishments and for his ef-
forts put forth in serving Missouri farmers.

———

COMMEMORATING THE 40TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE MARSHALL
UNIVERSITY PLANE CRASH
TRAGEDY

HON. NICK J. RAHALL II

OF WEST VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 2010

Mr. RAHALL. Madam Speaker, on Novem-
ber 14, 1970, a plane carrying 75 Marshall
University football players, their coaches, faith-
ful supporters and friends crashed while at-
tempting to land in Huntington, WV. On that
cold, rain-filled and foggy night so many prom-
ising futures came to a sudden and tragic end.

On the night of this tragedy—known as the
worst air disaster in American sports history,
an entire community, our State and frankly our
Nation were one in grief, but also one in be-
lieving that—from adversity—hope, growth and
success can conquer all in the end.

In the forty years since these souls were
taken from those they loved and who loved
them, the Marshall community—friends and
strangers, colleagues and competitors, icons
and unknowns—have bonded together in
hearts and minds.

On every anniversary of this tragedy we re-
flect on the tremendous loss, yet it is also a
moment that renews promises and purpose
and stirs hope in the human spirit.

In the words of Marshall University Alumni
Association President William “Mickey” Jack-
son, a former Marshall Football player and as-
sistant coach for the team in 1970, who was
on a scouting trip and not with the team the
night of the crash, “It is very inspirational to
remember, but very, very sad at the same
time. When they place the wreath at the foun-
tain and the water stops, my heart just stops
beating.”

The themes of hope and rebirth are carried
forward every year at Marshall University, be-
ginning with turning on one simple, yet so
symbolic fountain.

What has been learned from this tragic ex-
perience extends beyond those early hours of
shock and disbelief. Two generations have
been raised by the incredible power of the
Marshall spirit—a strength, vitality, camara-
derie and resolve that is reflected time and
again. And as the story spreads, others re-
ceive solace and inspiration.

And today, we are stronger because of it—
for, we are Marshall.
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RECOGNITION OF ST. MICHAEL’S
CHURCH

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 2010

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize St. Michael's Church in Long
Branch, New Jersey as the parishioners cele-
brate the 125th Anniversary. St. Michael's
Church has a rich and formidable history of
serving the needs of the community. Histori-
cally noteworthy, St. Michael’s main altar was
given in memory of Mr. Francis Anthony
Drexel, banker and great philanthropist of
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Mr. Drexel and his
family summered at West End. His daughter,
Mother Katherine Drexel, was the founder of
the Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament. She
was later canonized as a saint of the church
on October 1, 2000. Mother Katherine Drexel
decided to enter the Religious Life while resid-
ing in parish territory. The mosaic in her honor
can be found in the vestibule of the Church.

Originally formed as a “mission church” in
1886, St. Michael's was an extension of the
Star of the Sea Church in Long Branch, New
Jersey. However, members of the church
community soon saw the need to expand and
serve a growing population. By 1892, St. Mi-
chael’s relinquished its status as a mission
church and became an independent entity.
Reverend Richard Crean served as the
church’s first pastor. Since then, St. Michael’s
Church has been served by many accom-
plished priests. Today, Reverend Charles B.
Weiser leads the members of the St. Michael’'s
Church and gathers a vibrant community
where members passionately practice the
Catholic faith.

St. Michael Church’s original parishioners
were predominantly the Irish Catholic. Today,
the parish reflects a diverse ethnic population
located throughout Long Branch and Mon-
mouth County. Often referred to as a “metro-
politan church”, the congregation has contin-
ued to welcome new members and the St. Mi-
chael’s Church family has grown exponentially
in the past years.

Madam Speaker, please join me in leading
this body in acknowledging St. Michael's
Church as the parishioners celebrate their
125th Anniversary. The St. Michael’'s commu-
nity is tremendously valued in my district and
the State of New Jersey.

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF
DEANTE PIERRE WILSON, A
YOUNG MAN OF SPIRITUAL COM-
PASSION AND LOVE FOR THE
COMMUNITY HE SERVED

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 2010

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, it is with
great sadness that | rise today to memorialize
a beloved young member of our Harlem com-
munity, DeAnté Pierre Wilson, whose mass
will be celebrated on Saturday, November 20,
2010 at Kelly Temple Church Of God In Christ
in my congressional district.

His unexpected and untimely passing has
left behind a deeply felt void within his church,
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the Kelly Temple COGIC, where he served as
youth minister. That deeply felt void is also ex-
tended to his family and friends at the Harlem
Hospital Center, where he worked and was
admired by all he came into contact. For a
man who chose the path to deliver and mentor
God’s ministry at a very young age and open
the hearts of all us with his amazing smile, the
loss of DeAnté Pierre Wilson is especially pro-
found to me and to the greater Harlem com-
munity in which he lived and served.

Mr. DeAnté Pierre Wilson was born in Gas-
tonia, North Carolina on November 30, 1981.
After completing his schooling in the Gastonia
School District, DeAnté attended World Har-
vest Bible College, placing his spiritual path in
God’s unyielding hands. Even at a young age,
DeAnté managed to touch the hearts of peo-
ple as he was called to preach at the age of
16.

DeAnté Pierre Wilson relocated and estab-
lished his roots in Harlem, New York, where
he joined Kelly Temple Church Of God In
Christ. DeAnté cultivated his spiritual activism
and under the leadership of Bishop James H.
Gaylord, he was appointed youth president,
where he served faithfully until 2007. His pri-
mary goal was to encourage the youth of the
church, and the community at large to aspire
for greatness and perfection. DeAnté could
often be found mentoring and counseling a
young person, giving them the push needed to
reach their set goals and potential.

In 2008, DeAnté was ordained elder in the
Church Of God In Christ in Brazil, during the
time of their Holy Convocation. He then re-
turned to Kelly Temple COGIC, and was ap-
pointed youth minister for the Youth Depart-
ment, where he, along with Ms. Angela Wil-
liams, instituted Youth Church. DeAnté was in-
strumental in bringing young people from var-
ious congregations to the church to minister to
the youth.

| am told that DeAnté had a very extensive
resume, but found his calling working with
people and doing special events. On Decem-
ber 14, DeAnté joined the Harlem Hospital
Center team, working as the Assistant Coordi-
nating Manager in the Office of Special
Events. Though his tenure was short, DeAnté
managed to touch the lives of many and was
especially noted for his pleasantry and poise
as he greeted each employee and customer
with a smile while working events. DeAnté ex-
hibited world class customer service and ex-
pressed a great love for the community he
had become a part of. | truly believe that his
enjoyment of working with the community led
him to enroll in Fordham University and major
in political science. He joined the NAACP Mid-
Manhattan Branch, where he helped the
branch organize a very special Women’s His-
tory Month event, “Love in the Time of HIV.”
The tribute highlighted the strengths of ordi-
nary women winning the fight and contributing
to their communities, while surviving with HIV/
AIDS.

Madam Speaker, DeAnté Pierre Wilson, a
giant of a man departed this life on Sunday,
November 7, 2010. As it is noted in his obit-
uary, DeAnté will be remembered for his ran-
dom acts of kindness, his infectious smile, his
willingness to strive for greatness, and his
drive to push others to their own success.
Please join me in celebrating the short-lived
life of this amazing spiritual man.
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