December 16, 2010

Mr. REID. Yes, and it satisfied what
we had debated here on a number of oc-
casions and voted on, the so-called Ses-
sions-McCaskill number. So we did
that. This is not a big balloon that we
just threw up to see how it would work
out. Senator MCCONNELL, who has had
a longstanding association with the
Appropriations Committee, that was a
number he told us we should work
with.

Mr. DURBIN. Will the Senator yield
for a further question?

Mr. REID. I am happy to.

Mr. DURBIN. As a former member of
the Appropriations Committee, is the
Senator aware of the process in that
committee, a bipartisan process where
the ranking Republican member and
the Democratic chairman of each sub-
committee sit down to literally have a
hearing, mark up a bill, and accept ear-
marks from both sides of the aisle?
That is the common practice and has
been followed with the bills that are
currently sitting in front of the minor-
ity leader?

Mr. REID. Yes. To Senator COCHRAN’S
credit, there were things he thought
should not be in the bill that Senator
INOUYE was putting together. Senator
INOUYE, to his credit, said: OK, it does
not go in. Everything people wanted in
this bill—in addition to the work that
went on on the subcommittee level, the
full committee level—anything that
was added at a later time had to be ap-
proved by both Senator INOUYE and
Senator COCHRAN.

Mr. DURBIN. On a bipartisan basis.

Mr. REID. That is right.

Mr. DURBIN. In every subcommittee.

Mr. REID. Yes. And things that Sen-
ator COCHRAN did not want in, Senator
INOUYE, being the gentleman he is,
said: OK. That is what I will tell my
caucus.

Mrs. MURRAY. Will
yield for a question?

Mr. McCONNELL. Will the Senator
yield for a question?

Mr. REID. Yes, I will yield for a ques-
tion, and, of course, I maintain the
floor.

Go ahead.

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I ask
the Senator to yield for a question.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Washington.

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I
would ask the leader through the
Chair, is he aware that the bill that is
before us, that apparently we do not
have enough votes for now, has gone
through a very long committee proc-
ess? The transportation and housing
bill that I worked with my Republican
colleague on, I did not agree with all of
his requests, but I gave him a lot in
this bill, as we worked our way through
it and passed it out of subcommittee,
passed it out of the full committee, a
committee of which the minority lead-
er is a member.

All of the bills that are involved in
this omnibus bill—every one of them—
went through a long, long process of
committee hearings, subcommittee
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markups and passage, and full com-
mittee markups and passage.

The changes to this bill that have
come to the floor have come as a result
not of a change in policy, but because
we all were told that in order to get an
omnibus passed, we had to reduce the
amount of that bill that passed out of
committee—each of those bills a sig-
nificant amount—to meet the
McCaskill-Sessions level. So we went
back and cut a significant amount out
of each one of our bills. The result is
the omnibus bill before us.

So the 2,000 pages that we are refer-
ring to have worked their way through
a process. I would ask the leader if he
knows this. And the difference is, we
had to cut money to meet the level of
Sessions-McCaskill. That is what we
have before us. And that is what we are
being told, after a year’s worth of
work, that somehow we do not have the
capability of knowing what is in the
bill. Is the leader aware of that?

Mr. REID. I am aware of it. But my
friend, the Republican leader, wants to
ask a question or make some state-
ment. But I would say this to my friend
from Washington, remember, this bill,
which is 1,900 pages long, consists of
the work of 12 subcommittees.

Mrs. MURRAY. Right.

Mr. REID. It is work that has been
done over the last year, or more in
some instances, to come up with a
product. So if you break it down per
subcommittee, it is certainly a reason-
able number of pages on each sub-
committee. Remember, there are 12
subcommittees that are a part of it.

I would be happy to yield, without
losing the floor, to my friend, the Re-
publican leader.

Mr. MCCONNELL. I was just going to
ask my friend—it is hard to ask a ques-
tion without making something of a
statement in connection with it, if that
is OK.

Mr. REID. That is fine.

Mr. McCONNELL. I was not talking
about the process by which the bill was
developed in committee. And I started
off, I would say to my friend from Ne-
vada, commending the committee for
its work. What I was commenting upon
was the lack of taking the bill up on
the floor of the Senate—over $1 tril-
lion, the basic work of government.

And so, Mr. President, I would ask
my friend, why, if these bills enjoy bi-
partisan support—and they did—why
were they not brought before the full
Senate and passed? I think I would say
to my friend, I expect it is because you
had other priorities. And this is the
basic work of government. Why did we
not bring any of these bills before the
Senate floor?

Mr. REID. I hope the court reporter
will take down the smile I have on my
face because the answer to the question
is kind of easy. We have had to file clo-
ture 87 times in this Congress because,
on everything we have tried to do, we
have been obstructed. So that is the
reason.

Everyone knows we have had some
very big issues. When President Obama
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was elected, we found ourselves in a
deep, deep hole. It was so deep, so deep.
During the prior administration, we
lost 8 million jobs. The month that
President Obama and President Bush
shared the Presidency, in January—
that month—we lost 800,000 jobs. So we
had a lot to do.

Now, I know people criticize our
doing health care for various reasons.
There is criticism we did the bank re-
form bill, Wall Street reform. We did
housing reform. We had a very, very
busy Congress to try to dig ourselves
out of the hole.

So I say to my friend, who, like me,
has been on the Appropriations Com-
mittee—I am not on it now but he is—
the Appropriations Committee is a
wonderful committee. Everyone here
knows why we did not have the indi-
vidual appropriations bills. I say to my
friend, I hope next year we can get
them done. But I think there is more of
a chance next year because we have
gotten a lot done to help get ourselves
out of the hole we found ourselves in
because of the previous 8 years which
created the big hole we had to kind of
dig out of.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask the
Chair to lay before the Senate a mes-
sage from the House with respect to
H.R. 5281.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Will the
Senator withhold for a second?

Mr. REID. Yes, I will.

————
LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate returns
to legislative session.

Mr. REID. Thank you, Mr. President.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

REMOVAL CLARIFICATION ACT OF
2010

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask the
Chair to lay before the Senate a mes-
sage from the House with respect the
H.R. 5281.

The Presiding Officer laid before the
Senate the following message from the
House of Representatives:

Resolved, That the House agree to the
amendments numbered 1 and 2 of the Senate
to the bill (H.R. 5281) entitled ‘“‘An Act to
amend title 28, United States Code, to clarify
and improve certain provisions relating to
the removal of litigation against Federal of-
ficers or agencies to Federal courts, and for
other purposes’ and be it further

Resolved, That the House agree to the
amendment numbered 3 of the Senate with a
House amendment to the Senate amend-
ment.

MOTION TO CONCUR
CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I move to
concur in the House amendment to the
Senate amendment No. 3, and I have a
cloture motion at the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.
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The bill clerk read as follows:
CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move
to bring to a close debate on the motion to
concur in the House amendment to the Sen-
ate amendment No. 3 to H.R. 5281, the Re-
moval Clarification Act [DREAM Act].

Joseph I. Lieberman, John D. Rocke-
feller, IV, Byron L. Dorgan, Sheldon
Whitehouse, Jack Reed, Robert Menen-
dez, Mark Begich, Benjamin L. Cardin,
Bill Nelson, Michael F. Bennet, Amy
Klobuchar, Patty Murray, Barbara A.
Mikulski, Christopher J. Dodd, Richard
Durbin, John F. Kerry.

MOTION TO CONCUR WITH AMENDMENT NO. 4822

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I move to
concur in the House amendment to the
Senate amendment No. 3, with an
amendment which is at the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

The Senator from Nevada [Mr. REID] moves
to concur in the House amendment to the
Senate amendment No. 3, with an amend-
ment numbered 4822.

The amendment is as follows:

At the end, insert the following:

The provisions of this Act shall become ef-
fective 6 days after enactment.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask for
the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There is a sufficient second.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

AMENDMENT NO. 4823 TO AMENDMENT NO. 4822

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I have a
second-degree amendment at the desk
and ask the clerk to report it.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

The Senator from Nevada [Mr. REID] pro-
poses an amendment numbered 4823 to
amendment No. 4822.

The amendment is as follows:

In the amendment, strike ‘6’ and insert
¢,

MOTION TO REFER WITH AMENDMENT NO. 4824

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I move to
refer the House message to the Senate
Judiciary Committee with instructions
to report back forthwith, with the fol-
lowing amendment. I ask the clerk to
state that motion.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

The Senator from Nevada [Mr. REID] moves
to refer the House message on H.R. 5281 to
the Senate Committee on the Judiciary with
instructions to report back forthwith, with
the following amendment numbered 4824.

The amendment is as follows:

At the end, insert the following:

The Senate Judiciary Committee is re-
quested to conduct a study, nationwide, on
the impact of any delay in implementing the
provisions of this Act.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask for
the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There is a sufficient second.

The yeas and nays were ordered.
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AMENDMENT NO. 4825

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I have an
amendment to my instructions, which
is at the desk. I ask it be reported.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

The Senator from Nevada [Mr. REID] pro-
poses an amendment numbered 4825 to the
instructions of the motion to refer H.R. 5281.

The amendment is as follows:

At the end, insert the following:
“‘and include specific data on the impact of
families who would benefit from the act, and
submit the data within 5 days of enactment.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask for
the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

AMENDMENT NO. 4826 TO AMENDMENT NO. 4825

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I have a
second-degree amendment to my in-
structions.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

The Senator from Nevada [Mr. REID] pro-
poses an amendment numbered 4826 to
amendment No. 4825.

The amendment is as follows:

In the amendment, strike ‘5’ and insert
<

Mr. REID. Mr. President, that was
the DREAM Act.

————

SBIR/STTR REAUTHORIZATION ACT
OF 1999

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I now ask
the Chair to lay before the Senate a
message from the House with respect
to H.R. 2965, which is the don’t ask,
don’t tell legislation.

The Presiding Officer laid before the
Senate the following message from the
House of Representatives:

Resolved, That the House agree to the
amendment of the Senate to the bill (H.R.
2965) entitled ‘“‘An Act to amend the Small
Business Act with respect to the Small Busi-
ness Innovation Research Program and the
Small Business Technology Transfer Pro-
gram, and for other purposes.”’, with a House
amendment to the Senate amendment.

MOTION TO CONCUR
CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I move to
concur in the House amendment to the
Senate amendment to H.R. 2965, and I
send a cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The bill clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move
to bring to a close debate on the motion to
concur in the House amendment to the Sen-
ate amendment to H.R. 2965, the SBIR/STTR
Reauthorization Act.

Joseph I. Lieberman, Barbara Boxer, Ron
Wyden, Michael F. Bennet, Robert
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Menendez, Robert P. Casey, Jr., Frank
R. Lautenberg, Debbie Stabenow, Mark
R. Warner, Tom Udall, Jeff Merkley,
Benjamin L. Cardin, Amy Klobuchar,
Christopher J. Dodd, Tom Carper, Al
Franken.

MOTION TO CONCUR WITH AMENDMENT NO. 4827

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I move to
concur in the House amendment to the
Senate amendment to H.R. 2965, with
an amendment which is at the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

The Senator from Nevada [Mr. REID] moves
to concur in the House amendment to the
Senate amendment to H.R. 2965 with an
amendment numbered 4827.

The amendment is as follows:

At the end, insert the following:

The provisions of this Act shall become ef-
fective immediately.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask for
the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

AMENDMENT NO. 4828 TO AMENDMENT NO. 4827

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I have a
second-degree amendment at the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

The Senator from Nevada [Mr. REID] pro-
poses an amendment numbered 4828 to
amendment No. 4827.

The amendment is as follows:

In the amendment, strike ‘“‘immediately”’
and insert 5 days.

MOTION TO REFER WITH AMENDMENT NO. 4829

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I have a
motion to refer the House message to
the Senate Armed Services Committee
with instructions to report back forth-
with, with the following amendment.
And I ask the clerk to state that mo-
tion.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

The Senator from Nevada [Mr. REID] moves
to refer the House message to the Committee
on Armed Services with instructions to re-
port back forthwith, with the following
amendment numbered 4829.

The amendment is as follows:

At the end, insert the following:

The Senate Armed Services Committee is
requested to conduct a study on the impact
of implementing these provisions on the
family of military members.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask for
the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

AMENDMENT NO. 4830

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I have an
amendment to my instructions which
is at the desk. I ask the clerk to report
that.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:
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On page S10386, December 16, 2010, the Record reads: . . . Clarification Act [DREAM Act], with an amendment.

The online Record has been corrected to read: . . . Clarification Act [DREAM Act].
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