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years ago, that number was less than 25
gigatons. Twenty years from now it
might be over 50 gigatons.

We know what that means. Carbon
dioxide persists in the environment for
decades. We know that. So as we pile
on the gigatons every year, it piles up
in our atmosphere. We know that. The
concentration of carbon dioxide in the
atmosphere has fluctuated in a range
between 180 and 280 parts per million
over most of the last million years. In
1900, the CO, concentration had popped
out of that range up to 300 parts per
million, and today the concentration
exceeds 390 parts per million and is
climbing at about 2 parts per million
every year. We know what that means
too.

We have known since the Irish sci-
entist, John Tyndall, figured it out in
1859—the year Oregon was admitted as
the 33rd State, when James Buchanan
was President, and when, ironically,
the first U.S. oil well was drilled—that
carbon dioxide traps heat in our atmos-
phere. It is basic textbook science.

Unfortunately, basic textbook
science has encountered basic textbook
politics and lost.

The oil-and-gas sector spent $250 mil-
lion in lobbying expenses while we were
working on a climate change bill be-
tween January 2009 and June 2010. The
electric utilities kicked in another $264
million in lobbying expenditures. The
mining industry topped it off with $29
million, for a grand total industry lob-
bying expense during this period of
more than $% billion—$543 million, to
be exact.

So the judgment of history will be
harsh not just because we were wrong,
nor just because we were wrong in ways
that we were able to understand were
wrong. It will be harsh because we in
this generation were entrusted with
America’s great democracy, as other
generations before us have been en-
trusted with America’s great democ-
racy, and we will have failed that trust
by failing in this challenge to meet the
standards of a great democracy.

We fail that trust because this is no
innocent mistake. This is not getting
it wrong even though we tried our best.
This is not even getting it wrong be-
cause we were lazy and not paying at-
tention. This is no innocent mistake.
This is the power of money in politics.
This is the power of propaganda over
truth. This is the deliberate poisoning
of the public square with defective in-
formation, with manufactured doubt,
with false choices, with a campaign of
calculated deception. In the same ‘‘At-
lantic” article I quoted earlier, James
Fallows observed:

Heads of the major coal-mining and elec-
tric-power utilities in United States and
China accept as settled fact that greenhouse
gas emissions are an emergency they must
confront because of the likely disruptive ef-
fect on the world climate.

Even they get it but not us. We, the
generation that lives today, the Con-
gress that serves today, the public
servants in office today can begin to
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turn the tide, and we must if we are to
live up to our legacy as Americans and
face up to the judgment of history. We
can fight the propaganda. We can be
servants of the truth. We can prevent
manufactured doubt from ruling the
day. But we haven’t.

Losing another year in which we
could have taken the action demanded
of us by our economy, by our national
security, by our planet was a mistake.
Losing this great democracy to the in-
ertia and cynicism of these political
times would be a disaster.

But beyond the four walls of this
Chamber, I believe there is reason to
hope. Each day Americans are waking
up to this challenge. Each day young
people are joining together in their
neighborhoods attempting small but
significant local solutions to this large
and imposing global problem. Each day
our entrepreneurs seek new rays of op-
portunity in the clouds of dismay, find-
ing ways to serve both their business
instincts and their duty as citizens of
the planet. Each day business leaders
are looking at our inaction with grow-
ing regret and worry. And each day or-
dinary citizens from every walk of life
are more and more, with clear eyes,
seeing what we must face in the years
ahead.

Many things influence our political
institutions. Yes, money does; yes, par-
tisanship does. But more than any-
thing else, we are all servants. Each of
us, given loud enough calls from our
country, from our States, from our
communities, will have no choice but
to listen.

So even as I communicate to my col-
leagues my disappointment at this
year’s failure, I wish to challenge
Americans to take into their own
hands the job of creating next year’s
success. Call us. Write to us. Make us
do this. You know we will be a stronger
America if we do. You know we will be
a safer America if we do. You know we
will be a more respected America if we
do. Make us do this.

Every American generation is given
its chance to meet with honor, energy,
and wisdom the great challenges of its
day. HEvery American generation can
rise to meet those challenges in a way
that burnishes the gleam of our city on
a hill, in a way that brightens the lamp
America holds out in the darkness.
That moment is upon us in this time
and place, and we must rise to it.

I yield the floor, and I thank the ma-
jority leader for his courtesy.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

———————

PROVIDING FOR THE SINE DIE AD-
JOURNMENT OF THE SECOND
SESSION OF THE ONE HUNDRED
ELEVENTH CONGRESS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent the Senate proceed to H.
Con. Res. 336, which is at the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the concurrent resolu-
tion by title.

S10999

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 336)
providing for the sine die adjournment of the
second session of the 111th Congress.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The mes-
sage is privileged.

Without objection, the Senate pro-
ceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask for a
vote on this at this time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the concur-
rent resolution.

The concurrent resolution (H. Con.
Res. 336) was agreed to, as follows:

H. CON. RES. 336

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That when the House ad-
journs on any legislative day from Friday,
December 17, 2010, through Friday, December
24, 2010, on a motion offered pursuant to this
concurrent resolution by its Majority Leader
or his designee, it stand adjourned sine die,
or until the time of any reassembly pursuant
to section 2 of this concurrent resolution,
whichever occurs first; and that when the
Senate adjourns on any day from Sunday,
December 19, 2010, through 11:59 a.m. on Mon-
day, January 3, 2011, on a motion offered pur-
suant to this concurrent resolution by its
Majority Leader or his designee, it stand ad-
journed sine die, or until the time of any re-
assembly pursuant to section 2 of this con-
current resolution, whichever occurs first.

SEC. 2. The Speaker of the House and the
Majority Leader of the Senate, or their re-
spective designees, acting jointly after con-
sultation with the Minority Leader of the
House and the Minority Leader of the Sen-
ate, shall notify the Members of the House
and the Senate, respectively, to reassemble
at such place and time as they may des-
ignate if, in their opinion, the public interest
shall warrant it.

———

THANKING OUR SENATE PAGES

Mr. REID. I have a few brief words, so
I would appreciate everyone’s patience.

Through early mornings and late
nights, weekdays and weekends, dedi-
cated Senate pages often work as hard
as do Senators and staffs. Their job is
fast-paced. We ask a lot of these young
men and women. They have significant
responsibilities and much is expected
of them. Sometimes, like this past
week, those responsibilities and expec-
tations are tremendous.

This past week has been one of those
times. Thirty pages began working in
September for this semester, and by
now most of them have gone home to
their families all across America—all
but two of them, Rachel Bailey and
Jarrod Nagurka. Rachel is from Mary-
land and Jarrod is from Virginia.

This past week has been very hectic.
Through last weekend and during this
week, historic legislation has been de-
bated and passed right here on the Sen-
ate floor. The Senate floor cloakrooms
have been extremely busy. Many
amendments have been filed and called
up. There has been an unusual situa-
tion where we have been in executive
session with one of the rare treaties
that are debated in this body. Senators
have been heavily engaged trying to
finish the work of the 111th Congress.
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