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a report that they released recently en-
titled ‘‘ObamaCare: A Budget-Busting, 
Job-Killing Health Care Law.’’ I have a 
copy of it here if anybody wants to get 
it. All you have to do is contact the 
Republicans. 

Mr. Speaker, in the last Congress, we 
took up the challenge of reforming 
health care in this country because the 
system was broken and creating tre-
mendous damage to the American 
economy. The fact is the health care 
law will help the economy. It will re-
sult in more efficiency, more stability 
of care, healthier Americans, and at 
fairer costs. That’s what the law will 
do. 

Republicans have repeatedly misused 
statistics from the CBO to support 
their argument that the law is pri-
marily a ‘‘jobs killer.’’ We are truly in 
a situation of Republican conclusions 
desperately in search of honest facts. 

Let’s look at the typical example— 
the Republicans’ twisting of the views 
of experts to support their view. On the 
very first page of the report House Re-
publicans released on January 6 enti-
tled ‘‘ObamaCare,’’ Republicans state 
that according to a nonpartisan CBO 
report from August 2010, the law will 
result in a loss of 650,000 jobs. Now you 
can get that from the CBO. It’s avail-
able for people to read. But if you actu-
ally go to what they cite from the CBO 
report—it’s on page 48—the report real-
ly says that the economy will use less 
labor because many people will choose 
to work less, or retire early, as a result 
of the benefits of the new law. 

Let me read the exact quote from the 
Republican report. It says, ‘‘the non-
partisan CBO has determined that the 
law will reduce the amount of labor 
used in the economy by roughly half a 
percent,’’ an estimate that adds up to 
roughly 650,000 jobs. The Republican re-
port, however, deliberately chops off 
the last part of the CBO sentence to 
substantiate their claim. Here is the 
entire sentence: ‘‘The Congressional 
Budget Office estimates that the legis-
lation, on net, will reduce the amount 
of labor used in the economy by a 
small amount—roughly half a per-
cent—primarily by reducing the 
amount of labor that workers choose to 
supply.’’ CBO explicitly makes clear 
that jobs will not be lost but instead 
that people will choose to work less in 
order to have a decent life. With the 
new health care law, the American peo-
ple won’t be drowning in health care 
costs and risks to their coverage. 

Some evening, on Friday, fly home to 
Seattle with me and meet the flight at-
tendants from United Airlines. We have 
the oldest base in the country. Most of 
those women are working so that they 
can have health care benefits for their 
family because their husband has a job 
and no health care benefits. They’re 
not flying for the pension. They’re not 
flying for the salary. They’re flying to 
keep their health care benefits until 
they can get to Medicare. 

The Republicans want to focus on 
their message—no matter what the 

facts are. Republicans say that health 
care reform is bad for American busi-
ness. The National Business Group on 
Health, a collection of nearly 300 large 
employers including Wal-Mart, Lock-
heed Martin and others, disagrees and 
says repeal will be bad, bad for busi-
nesses. 

I will close by quoting, in a somber 
splash of honesty, the economics editor 
of the Wall Street Journal. On January 
6, just 2 weeks ago, he wrote: 

Talking about repeal of the health 
care law—remember, this is the Wall 
Street Journal—talking about repeal of 
the health care law may be a winning 
political strategy for Republicans, a 
rare way to please both workers and 
business executives, and here is what 
they finally end with—as long as they 
don’t actually succeed in doing it. 

The health care law isn’t a job kill-
ing bill. It’s good for business, it’s good 
for American taxpayers, it’s good for 
consumers, it’s good for everybody in 
the society, and I urge my colleagues 
to recognize that words really do mat-
ter and they should stop 
mischaracterizing the health care law 
and confusing the American people. 
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BETHESDA NAVAL HOSPITAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, today I had 
the honor and privilege of visiting the 
wounded warriors at Bethesda Naval 
Hospital. Each one of the young men I 
saw, the oldest being 23, is very special, 
as are all of our men and women in uni-
form. 

The medical staff at both Bethesda 
and Walter Reed is truly amazing. 
They have done a wonderful job repair-
ing the broken bodies and spirits of our 
young servicemembers. 

The number of wounded warriors re-
turning from war has become more 
prevalent with the increased use of 
IEDs by the enemy. More and more of 
our young men and women are return-
ing without their arms and legs. To-
night, Mr. Speaker, as a constant re-
minder of the pain of war, I show you 
this picture of a young triple amputee 
and his wife. This man gave his body 
for this country and will struggle for 
the rest of his life. How many more 
will have to return home in this condi-
tion? 

This young man and his wife have 
just returned from the hospital. He is 
in a wheelchair. He lost an arm and 
two legs and he is looking at a beau-
tiful American flag that was on the 
wall that had been drawn for him. 

It is time we declare victory and get 
our troops out of Afghanistan. It is evi-
dent that President Karzai does not ap-
preciate our commitment. If he did, he 
would not be so corrupt. If he did, he 
would not have made the comments 
that he now has three main enemies— 
the Taliban, the United States and the 
international community as stated in 

the Washington Post on December 13. 
He said that if he had to choose sides 
today, he would choose the Taliban. 
The Taliban are killing American serv-
ice men and women. 

Mr. Speaker, I have joined DENNIS 
KUCINICH as well as many other mem-
bers of both parties in the hope that 
President Obama will keep his promise 
to start withdrawing our troops in July 
of this year. 

b 1920 

In closing, I would like to urge the 
American people to get engaged in this 
cause and to let their Members of Con-
gress know how they feel. They must 
encourage the Members of Congress to 
vote to bring our troops home. The 
pain must end, and we can easily de-
clare a victory and bring our brave 
men and women home. 

Mr. Speaker, as I do all the time on 
the floor of the House when I speak, I 
ask God to please bless our men and 
women in uniform, to bless the families 
of our men and women in uniform. I 
ask God in his loving arms to hold the 
families who have given a child dying 
for freedom in Afghanistan and Iraq. I 
ask God to please bless the House and 
Senate that we will do what is right for 
the American people. I ask God to give 
strength, wisdom, and courage to 
President Obama that he will do what 
is right for the American people. And 
three times I will ask God please, God 
please, God please continue to bless 
America. 

f 

SMART SECURITY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, our Na-
tion is now in its 10th straight year of 
war. The military occupation of Af-
ghanistan is longer than any war in our 
Nation’s history. An entire generation 
of young people—including my three 
grandchildren who came with me to 
visit Washington for the swearing in— 
is growing up knowing nothing but a 
Nation at war. 

This war is not just a moral abomi-
nation with devastating human costs, 
and it is not just fiscally irresponsible 
and unsustainable with a price tag of 
about $370 billion, though it most cer-
tainly is all of that. Perhaps the most 
tragic irony of this war is, for all of the 
sacrifice, it is not even doing what it 
was supposed to do: keeping us safe and 
defeating a terrorist threat. 

If Iraq and Afghanistan have proven 
anything to us, Mr. Speaker, it is that 
we need an entirely new national secu-
rity model; one that emphasizes brain 
over brawn; one that uses soft power 
instead of hard; one that protects 
America by relying on the most honor-
able American values—love of freedom, 
desire for peace, moral leadership, and 
compassion for the people of the world. 
With these values in mind, this week I 
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