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Let me also say that Abby Johnson, 

who just recently, a little over a year 
ago, left a Planned Parenthood direc-
torship in Texas—what caused her to 
change? She saw an ultrasound abor-
tion in real time and said, I just saw 
the baby crumple right in front of my 
very eyes. If that isn’t a human rights 
abuse, I don’t know what is either. So 
she became a pro-lifer and now speaks 
out very, very boldly. 

Finally, Dr. Alveda King, as I men-
tioned earlier, is Martin Luther King’s 
niece. Dr. King had two abortions. She 
was a ‘‘pro-choicer.’’ She now is one of 
the most eloquent pro-life leaders in 
the United States and even in the 
world. She has said, ‘‘How can the 
dream survive’’—talking about her un-
cle’s dream of inclusion, of human 
rights, of civil rights for all—‘‘how can 
the dream survive,’’ she writes, ‘‘if we 
murder the children?’’ 

She goes on to talk about how the 
African American population in this 
country is so disproportionately tar-
geted by Planned Parenthood and oth-
ers. The number of abortions for Afri-
can Americans is about five times the 
rate of Caucasians and it is because of 
targeting. There are other reasons, but 
that is one of the main reasons. That’s 
where the Planned Parenthood clinics 
are, frankly. 

Abortion hurts women, she makes it 
so clear. She is eloquent in her defense, 
as are others, in ministering to women 
who have had abortions. One thing 
about this pro-life movement—and I’ve 
been in it for 38 years, I’ve been in Con-
gress for 31 years—it loves them both. 
It says to both the mother and to the 
baby, we want to put our arms around 
you, we want to help, we want to be of 
assistance. And to any post-abortive 
woman, we are all about trying to help 
and to assist and provide some kind of 
pathway to reconciliation. That’s 
where the post-abortive women like Dr. 
Alveda King play such a crucial role in 
helping women who otherwise would 
feel so disenfranchised and left out. 

I want to thank our leadership, 
Speaker BOEHNER, our majority leader, 
ERIC CANTOR. We have a very pro-life 
leadership who recognizes how sacred 
life is, how this Congress, this House 
needs to defend the defenseless. Tomor-
row, I will be joining the distinguished 
Speaker as he speaks on the No Tax-
payer Funding for Abortion Act. We 
will be having a press conference to-
morrow. We have over 125 cosponsors. I 
have never seen a leadership so dedi-
cated to protecting innocent human 
life as these individuals in our leader-
ship. I would hope my friends on the 
other side of the aisle would take a sec-
ond long look at the carnage, the unbe-
lievable pain and agony and suffering 
that abortion has visited upon women. 
It is not pro-women. Abortion exploits 
women. And it’s certainly not pro-child 
either because it decimates unborn 
children as well. 

So we have a great leadership. We 
have an excellent group of Members, 
men and women, Democrats and Re-

publicans. And I do hope that we will 
move this human rights issue forward. 
The young people are with us, and this 
is the greatest human rights struggle 
ever. 

f 

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER 
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 68 and 
H.R. 69 
Mr. LAMBORN (during the Special 

Order of Mr. SMITH of New Jersey). Mr. 
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
Congressman MIKE ROSS from the 
State of Arkansas be removed as a co-
sponsor from H.R. 68 and H.R. 69. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
DOLD). Is there objection to the request 
of the gentleman from Colorado? 

There was no objection. 
f 

PROGRESSIVE CAUCUS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 5, 2011, the gentleman from Min-
nesota (Mr. ELLISON) is recognized for 
27 minutes. 

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, allow me 
to claim the time. I do have a few 
things to set up, so I will be right back. 

Mr. Speaker, let me thank the 
Speaker for allowing and granting me 
the time. It is a pleasure to come in 
front of the American people. 

My name is Congressman KEITH 
ELLISON, and I want to talk a little bit 
about the Progressive Caucus tonight, 
the progressive message which we con-
vey to the American people every 
week. We want to come before the 
American people to talk about progres-
sive values and the 83 members of the 
Progressive Caucus. 

The Progressive Caucus stands firmly 
in the position of supporting health 
care for all Americans. And therefore, 
we look at this repeal today, conducted 
by the majority, the Republican Cau-
cus, as quite an unfortunate event in 
our Nation’s history. 

b 2110 
They repealed the health care reform 

bill, but the bill is not repealed. It’s 
important for the American people to 
know that health care reform is being 
implemented and it is the law. But in 
order to make the law into the law, 
you have to pass it through the House, 
the Senate, and then be signed by the 
President. This repeal that they did 
today stops here. It’s not going any-
where. Really, it’s political theater. 
But it is an important indication as to 
what they would do if they could. 

What they would do, and this is 
something I would like to describe 
right now so the American people can 
get an idea of what Republican leader-
ship and Republican expansion of their 
power would mean. 

First, let’s talk about the deficit. 
You hear a lot about the deficit. And 
the deficit is important. The impact of 
repeal on the deficit is that it would in-
crease the deficit by $230 billion this 
decade and a trillion the decade after 
that. 

When you listen, Mr. Speaker, to the 
speeches of the Republican Caucus and 
they say something about job-killing 
deficits, it’s always important, Mr. 
Speaker, to turn your attention back 
to what the Republican Caucus did 
today on the House floor, because it in-
dicates how they really feel about ex-
panding the deficit. They’re okay with 
it. 

The impact of repeal on the deficit 
expands the deficit by $230 billion this 
decade and a trillion dollars the next. 

What does this say about credibility? 
What does it say about real intention? 
What does it say about who was actu-
ally trying to lower the deficit? 

Health care reform is cost-effective 
and helps lower the deficit. Health care 
reform actually helps not only lower 
the national debt and deficit, but indi-
vidual American’s personal debt and 
deficit. 

We can never forget, Mr. Speaker, 
that 60 percent of all of the people who 
filed for bankruptcy filed for bank-
ruptcy because of medical debt. A ma-
jority of the people filing for bank-
ruptcy filed for bankruptcy because of 
medical debt. This is an amazing sta-
tistic. 

We can talk about the national def-
icit. We can even talk about the na-
tional debt, but let’s talk about family 
debt. Family debt being driven sky 
high because of medical debt, people 
going into bankruptcy because of med-
ical debt. 

Now, with the health care bill, we 
will have exchanges that will compete 
and have price and quality trans-
parency for people so that they can 
evaluate a good product that is afford-
able, so people who don’t have the in-
come can get a subsidy so they can go 
buy health care insurance. When we 
have all of these important provisions 
in place, we’re not going to see people 
going into personal bankruptcy be-
cause of medical debt. This is some-
thing the Republican Caucus has not 
talked about, how Americans are 
drowning because of what the insur-
ance industry has imposed upon them. 

It’s important to say that today our 
Republican colleagues repealed health 
care reform. I hope, Mr. Speaker, the 
American people watch with interest 
where their particular Member of Con-
gress voted. Did your Member, the indi-
vidual Member of Congress, Mr. Speak-
er, vote to say, You know what? We’re 
going to allow the insurance companies 
to rescind your insurance policy if you 
get a breast cancer diagnosis? Because 
the Republican Caucus’ repeal today 
says that they want that to be able to 
happen. They want the insurance com-
pany to be able to say, You, ma’am, we 
found out you had breast cancer. Your 
insurance is going to be rescinded. 

That’s what they voted in favor of 
today by voting for repeal. 

Today, they want to tell 24-, 25-, and 
26-year-olds and their parents that, 
You know what? We’re not going to let 
you be on your parents’ health care in-
surance policy. You are on your own. 
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Yeah, we know this is a tough market. 
Yeah, we know graduating from college 
or high school now is not easy because, 
you know what? There’s not that many 
jobs out there. Unemployment is still 
very high. But you know what? Too 
bad. You’ve just gotta figure out what 
you’re going to do because you will 
not—we’re going to take a benefit 
away from you that the Congress has 
already given to you, and we’re going 
to snatch it out of your hands. 

This is what the repeal means. 
Today, seniors who can benefit from 

free preventative care, they’re not 
going to be able to. The Republican 
Caucus has indicated that that’s not 
what they want. Now, they haven’t 
taken it away because they haven’t re-
pealed the law. They’d like to by the 
repeal they passed through the House 
today. But the fact is is that they’re 
telling seniors, No, no, no. You’re 
going to have to pay a big cost in order 
to get some preventative care which 
obviously will help—will encourage 
low-income seniors not to seek that 
care, and then they, of course, will end 
up being sicker and it will be more 
costly. 

But not only by repeal did they hurt 
seniors, did they hurt young people, 
they’re telling small business people, 
You know what? Those tax credits that 
we gave you, we’re taking them back. 
Those tax credits that the Democratic 
Caucus and the Democratic Congress 
and Senate and the Democratic Presi-
dent gave to you, we Republicans, we 
don’t want you to have that, small 
business. We’re going to snatch it out 
of your hands even after you have 
made plans to actually take into con-
sideration the tax credits that are 
available to you this year. 

So they’re snatching benefits out of 
the hands of small business people, 
snatching benefits from young people 
who are post high school and college, 
snatching benefits away from our sen-
iors, snatching coverage away from 
people who can’t afford it, thrusting 
people back into the arms of personal 
debt, and throwing our whole economy 
back into the throes of national debt 
and deficits. 

This is what the Republicans would 
do if they could. Thank goodness they 
can’t do it because the President and 
the Senate remain in Democratic 
hands. But if they could, Mr. Speaker, 
it’s very clear what they would do. 

Now, the Democrats’ top priority is 
not repealing anything. It’s extending 
more rights, more protections for the 
American people, and then, of course, 
allowing the American people to make 
their own choice so they can be free, so 
you can be free as an American and not 
have to worry about health care be-
cause you have health care because the 
government is protecting you from in-
surance companies who would throw 
you into the street, give you an over- 
cost product and would rescind you and 
deny you coverage. 

The Democrats’ top priority would 
not be to monkey around with under-

mining health care. The Democratic 
priority would be to create jobs and 
put America back to work. That is 
what Democrats are working on right 
now, Mr. Speaker, and would work on 
even more so if we had the majority. 

Today, the Republican majority, 
they have other priorities other than 
jobs. Their job, as they’ve already re-
vealed today on the House floor, is to 
repeal patients’ rights, to put insur-
ance companies back in charge, and to 
explode the deficit as I’ve already indi-
cated with this particular graphic. 

The Republican priority is to look 
out and protect insurance companies. 
The Republican priority is to make 
sure that insurance companies have 
what they need. And the insurance 
companies spent $14 million a day to 
try to defeat health care after they, in 
fact, were defeated, and we passed 
health care. We’re quite confident that 
they did not just take that defeat lying 
down. Here they are back again with 
the wholly owned subsidiary known as 
the Republican Caucus trying to do the 
bidding of the insurance industry once 
again. 

The Patients’ Rights Repeal aims to 
take away new health care freedoms 
that take us back to a system that fa-
vors the insurance industry. The Pa-
tients’ Rights Repeal bill takes away 
something that people have already ex-
pected to get and takes us back to a 
system in which the insurance industry 
is in control. 

Children with preexisting conditions 
are denied coverage in the bad old 
days. Young people aged 26 can’t stay 
on their parents’ insurance plans in the 
bad old days. Pregnant women and 
prostate cancer patients would be 
thrown off insurance rolls in the bad 
old days. Seniors pay more for their 
drugs. As a matter of fact, in the new 
health care bill we’re filling in the 
doughnut hole, which is something, ap-
parently, the Republican Caucus 
doesn’t like, because they want to dig 
out the doughnut hole so seniors can 
fall back into that doughnut hole. And, 
of course, we already talked about ex-
ploding the deficit and making small 
businesses pay higher taxes. 

Why would the Republicans want to 
do that? It seems so unfair, but that is 
exactly what they did today. 

Republicans are focused on repealing 
health care reform instead of making 
jobs, and making jobs is what they 
should be putting their time and en-
ergy into. 

Their agenda for America is not 
health care. It’s no care. It’s status quo 
care. No care if you lose your job. No 
care if you or your child have a pre-
existing condition. No care if you’re a 
senior in the doughnut hole. That’s 
what the Republican Caucus has in 
mind for you and your family. No care 
if you’re under 26 on your parents’ 
plan. No care if you get sick and your 
insurer drops your coverage. No care if 
your insurer hikes your premiums 
higher than you can afford. You are 
just out of luck with no care. 

b 2120 
Now, the Congressional Budget Office 

does carefully show that the repeal of 
the Patients’ Protection and Afford-
able Care Act would add $230 billion to 
the deficit in the first 10 years and a 
trillion after that into the future. And 
the American Medical Association has 
recognized this problem. What they 
have said is the AMA does not support 
initiatives to repeal the Affordable 
Care Act. 

Who is the AMA? The American Med-
ical Association. Who’s that? That’s 
America’s doctors. They know how 
dangerous it is to repeal health care. 
They know because they are in the 
healing arts. Now, the insurance com-
panies, many of them are in the 
money-making arts, so they got a dif-
ferent take on this thing. But the 
American Medical Association has 
come together and said that they do 
not support initiatives to repeal the 
Affordable Care Act. 

Expanding health care coverage, in-
surance market reforms, administra-
tive simplifications, and initiatives to 
promote wellness and prevention are 
key to the new law that reflect the 
AMA priorities. So the people who do 
healing, actually heal people—let me 
tell you, no insurance company bureau-
crat ever healed anybody. All they do 
is deny coverage to people and process 
claims. But the folks who actually 
bring healing, the docs, the people who 
the AMA represents, they are against 
repeal, as the Democratic Caucus is 
against repeal. And it’s so unfortunate 
that we had to sit here today and wit-
ness the House effort to repeal health 
care reform. 

They didn’t do it. They’re not going 
to do it. They’re going to fail. This is 
all political theater. This is all show-
ing off. It’s all just, you know, political 
theater. But the truth is that it does 
indicate what they would do if they 
could. And we are bound and deter-
mined to stop them, to protect the 
American people, and to make sure 
that we have those important health 
care reforms in place that are going to 
make sure that Americans continue to 
go to the doctor, to get preventive 
care, to fill in the doughnut hole, to 
offer coverage to people until they are 
age 26. 

As I said before, you know, I was 
privileged earlier this week to meet 
two little girls. They were suffering 
from leukemia. And these little girls, 
brave as they were, said, you know, 
look, if we didn’t have the Affordable 
Care Act we would be denied or could 
well be denied health care coverage. 
These two little girls’ father, who had 
to take family medical leave in order 
to help meet all of the medical needs of 
the family, as well as they had other 
children who didn’t have those medical 
needs, that family ended up going into 
bankruptcy because of the piles of debt 
that were thrown on their shoulders. 

And so the Affordable Care Act 
comes to address these problems; yet 
the repeal comes to heap those prob-
lems back on those families. And it’s 
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too bad that it happened. They’re not 
going to succeed, but it’s very clear 
that by their repeal vote today what 
they would do if they could. 

Now, the AARP, which represents our 
American seniors, they weighed in on 
this debate. And what AARP has said 
is: ‘‘As the House prepares to vote this 
week on repeal of the Affordable Care 
Act, I am writing to make clear 
AARP’s position. While we respect 
there are those who do not support the 
Affordable Care Act, AARP opposes re-
peal because the new law includes 
many vital provisions important to 
older Americans and their children.’’ 
So there again, not only did the organi-
zation that represents America’s doc-
tors say no to repeal, the American 
Medical Association; but AARP, which 
represents America’s seniors, says no. 

And of course they should, because 
America’s seniors need health care re-
form, the reforms that are in the Af-
fordable Care Act. For example, seniors 
under the Affordable Care Act, we are 
filling in the doughnut hole, making 
prescription drugs affordable for our 
seniors. We have a wellness visit for 
every senior in America once a year to 
make sure our seniors are healthy. 
Wellness visits, dealing with prescrip-
tion drugs, free preventive care means 
we have healthier seniors. Healthier 
seniors are happier seniors because 
they got enough money and they got 
more money than they would if we 
were under the reign of the insurance 
companies, as we were before. And so 
AARP is doing what they are supposed 
to do, representing the best interests of 
America’s seniors. 

The Heart Association: this is an as-
sociation that deals with the func-
tioning of the human heart, a vital 
organ in the human body. And this 
Heart Association comes to make sure 
that our hearts are protected. The 
Heart Association has this to say about 
this repeal debate: ‘‘Patients have al-
ready benefited from the reforms that 
have been implemented in the last 10 
months.’’ And by the way, the Repub-
lican Caucus didn’t even give the Af-
fordable Care Act a chance. Ten 
months after we passed it, they’re try-
ing to get rid of it. They’re not even 
waiting to see where it could be fine- 
tuned here and there. They just want 
to get rid of it all. 

Now, that’s not a good-faith ap-
proach to this debate. Some of them 
even came to the floor and said there 
are certain things about the bill they 
like. But they don’t want to tweak the 
bill. They don’t want to fine tune the 
bill. They just want to repeal it. So 
that indicates to me another key indi-
cator of where the Republican Caucus’s 
mind is with regard to Americans and 
health care. 

But as I was saying about the Heart 
Association: ‘‘Patients have already 
benefited from the reforms that have 
been implemented in the last 10 
months. We believe these reforms, and 
additional forthcoming patient protec-
tion provisions, were long overdue.’’ So 

the Heart Association says, hey, we 
didn’t get this Affordable Care Act 
passed fast enough. That’s their posi-
tion. Long overdue, and needs to be 
given an opportunity to work. Abso-
lutely, they are right. And if necessary, 
improved. 

And of course nobody on the Demo-
cratic Caucus side says this bill was 
perfect. There has never been a perfect 
bill. Never been a perfect bill. But the 
Republicans don’t want to say, look, 
let’s get our heads together and make 
the bill stronger. They say repeal. And 
I voted ‘‘no’’ and was very proud to do 
so. 

Back to the Heart Association: ‘‘Re-
peal of the Affordable Care Act will 
have devastating consequences for pa-
tients and their families.’’ That’s ac-
cording to the Heart Association, an 
association dedicated to the wellness of 
people’s hearts. People who focus their 
time, attention, and resources on good 
heart health are opposed to repeal, as 
they should, because they have good 
intentions and are operating in good 
faith. 

Of course, only 18 percent of Ameri-
cans support full repeal, according to 
the latest Washington-ABC news poll. 
Only 18 percent. These are probably the 
folks who still believe the bill has 
death panels in it, which it never did. 
That was not true. Massive misin-
formation and disinformation around 
the Affordable Care Act. But only 18 
percent support full repeal. 

And the fact is that I would imagine 
that if you were able to sit those 18 
percent of Americans in a room and 
really tell them what the bill did, they 
probably would be significantly lower 
than that. Of course, there was another 
AP poll that said 26 percent support 
full repeal. Still a significantly small 
number. 

So the bottom line is that whether 
you talk about your average family, 
the Heart Association, AARP, Amer-
ican Medical Association and many 
others, this repeal bill that passed 
through today, but doesn’t repeal the 
law—make sure, Mr. Speaker, every-
body knows that—was a low point in 
this Congress. 

I look forward to a day when we can 
return to a Congress that says we be-
lieve that the American people have a 
right to be healthy, a right to be 
strong, a right to go to the doctor, a 
right to seek out preventive care, a 
right to have insurance companies be 
accountable, a right to make sure in-
surance companies don’t just throw 
people off coverage when they need it 
most. 

And I look forward to a day when 
that happens, Mr. Speaker, because on 
that day Americans will be in a much, 
much better place than we are today 
with the majority in the House that 
doesn’t feel that the insurance compa-
nies need reform or accountability. 

Now, I just want to talk a little bit, 
because some people mistakenly be-
lieve that somehow members of the Re-
publican Caucus are more pro-business 

than the Democratic Caucus. That’s 
not true, never been true, and we prove 
again and again that it’s not true. But 
they say that stuff and some people be-
lieve it. So let me just share with you 
some personal stories about people who 
are looking at this issue from the per-
spective of small business. 

Because despite the Republicans’ 
rhetoric about the Affordable Care Act, 
business and business groups across the 
country are speaking out against the 
Republican efforts to repeal health 
care reform. 

b 2130 

Mr. Speaker, I don’t want to be the 
one that goes—not to the U.S. Chamber 
of Commerce, because they are a little 
different—but to those local chambers 
of commerce, Rotaries, all across this 
country. I wouldn’t want to be the one 
to go to them and say, you know those 
tax credits the Democrats got for you 
for health care? We are taking them 
away from you. I wouldn’t want to be 
that Representative on that day, Mr. 
Speaker. 

Anyway, Helen Darling, who is the 
president of the National Business 
Group on Health and a former Repub-
lican Senate staffer, said about busi-
ness executives who called for repeal, 
she said, If they really understood it, 
they wouldn’t. I don’t think we will get 
a better solution in the U.S. in our life-
time. If it gets repealed or gutted, we 
will have to start over, and we will be 
worse off. 

This is what Helen Darling, president 
of the National Business Group on 
Health says about the bill. She says 
that small business people will suffer 
because of it. 

Now, if you are a small business per-
son and you can get a tax credit to help 
you with 30 to 50 percent of the cost of 
health care, you go get that, that 
means that you may save the money 
that you need to invest in your small 
business, maybe hire some more peo-
ple. That’s why when the Republicans 
were calling the health care bill a job- 
killing bill, all of us looked at each 
other and said, what bill are they talk-
ing about? 

The fact is that the Affordable 
Health Care Act is a bill that is a job- 
enhancing bill. This is a pro-job bill. 
This is a bill that trains people to go to 
their health care professions that helps 
small business so they can hire more 
people. Helen Darling knows that, and 
she ought to know because she is the 
president of the National Business 
Group on Health. 

Small Business Majority, which is an 
organization dedicated to supporting 
small business, their letter to law-
makers characterizes the repeal bill as 
‘‘an affront to our Nation’s small busi-
ness community.’’ Well, of course it is. 
If you are a small business person, try-
ing to add another employee, trying to 
buy some new equipment, and do it all 
while offering health care to your em-
ployees in your business, maybe you 
have got three, four, maybe you have 
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got 25, 30 employees? Of course it’s an 
affront to you if the House Majority 
Caucus, the Republicans, want to take 
away your tax credit. 

Absolutely, that’s an affront. If you 
are trying to make it, imagine yourself 
working for some company for years. 
You say, you know what, I don’t want 
a boss, I want to be my own boss. I am 
starting my own company and you 
know what, I am only going to have to 
have one or two, maybe three, four peo-
ple with me when I get started, but we 
are going to make a go of it. And you 
know what, you guys? Human beings 
get sick sometimes so we have got to 
have health care. 

And then the Democrats come and 
say, we are going to help you pay for 
that health care. And then the Repub-
licans say, no, we are not and they 
snatch it away. Of course that’s an af-
front to our Nation’s small business 
community. The Small Business Ma-
jority is absolutely right in their let-
ter. 

The tax credits and health insurance 
exchanges in the Affordable Health 
Care Act will help drive down the cost 
and offer small business owners more 
choices, more freedom when pur-
chasing insurance which will, in turn, 
allow them to ‘‘spend less on insurance 
premiums and more on growing their 
businesses and creating jobs.’’ 

Now, the caucus that claims to be 
about jobs and the deficit actually is 
operating directly opposite to both the 
deficit and jobs. That means that we 
have got to read the fine print. We 
can’t just go by what people say be-
cause people sometimes say anything, 
Mr. Speaker. 

The Small Business Majority has re-
cently released results of a November 
2010 survey of 619 small business own-
ers. In their survey the key findings 
highlight that one-third of employers 
who don’t offer health insurance said 
they would be more likely to do so be-
cause of the small business tax credits. 

So, there again, the small business 
tax credits in this bill are designed to 
help small businesses take care of their 
employees and meet their bottom line 
and, will hopefully, turn a profit, so 
that they can help grow our commu-
nity. 

It’s been a pleasure, Mr. Speaker, 
talking about the danger of repeal and 
the importance of the Affordable 
Health Care Act. 
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 5, 2011, the gentleman from Geor-
gia (Mr. GINGREY) is recognized for ap-
proximately 26 minutes. 

Mr. GINGREY of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, thank you for giving us the time 
and, in fact, we are very appreciative 
on our side of the aisle of having this 
opportunity this evening, Mr. Speaker, 
on, really, a historic day in which we 
finally delivered to the American peo-
ple a promise that has been made over 

a year ago, that should this bill, this 
comprehensive health care reform bill 
sometimes referred to as ObamaCare 
but more formally known as Patient 
Protection and Affordable Care Act of 
2010, should this legislation pass, that 
if we had the opportunity to take con-
trol of this House of Representatives to 
get that gavel away from former 
Speaker NANCY PELOSI and the prior 
Democratic majority, that our first 
and number one priority on behalf of 
the American people would be to repeal 
this mistaken bill. 

Today, Mr. Speaker, is the day that 
that happened and certainly I am ex-
tremely grateful, as cochairman along 
with my colleague, TIM MURPHY from 
the great State of Pennsylvania, Dr. 
MURPHY and I cochair the House GOP 
Doctors Caucus. Mr. Speaker, we grew 
our strength in this election, November 
2. We had about 11 Members in their 
caucus, 11 very active hard-working 
Members who practiced medicine in 
one form or another, one specialty or 
another for many, many years. 

In fact, I think, Mr. Speaker, one 
time we calculated the number of years 
that we have actually practiced medi-
cine, and it was something like 350 
years of clinical practice. As you no-
tice, Mr. Speaker, there is a little bit 
of a grayness around the temple of 
some of us. 

But we are very thankful for this 
election and the American people giv-
ing the Republican Party the oppor-
tunity to right this wrong and to bring 
seven additional Members, seven addi-
tional health care practitioners, again, 
some of them have been in practice 
many years, dentists, doctors, even 
some associate members of our group, 
some registered nurses to be part of 
this new majority. 

As we voted today on H.R. 2, the re-
peal bill of ObamaCare, I can assure 
you that 100 percent of us, in fact, 100 
percent of Republicans, all 242 on our 
side of the aisle, plus, I think, three or 
four Democrats in a bipartisan way, 
joined with us in voting to repeal this 
bill. 

I realized this evening, Mr. Speaker, 
that our time is limited. I am very 
pleased that some members of the 
House GOP Doctors Caucus are with us. 

I would first like to take the oppor-
tunity to yield to my cochairman, Dr. 
TIM MURPHY of Pennsylvania. Dr. MUR-
PHY. 

Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania. 
Thank you, Dr. GINGREY. I appreciate 
that. 

Let me talk about a couple of impor-
tant aspects of this bill and understand 
that if you have a car and it has a flat 
tire, you don’t get rid of the car; you 
change the tire. But if you have a car 
with a great tire and the car is not run-
ning and it’s broken down, you get a 
new car. 

What we have here is a health care 
bill that indeed does have a few pages 
and some parts that we all agree on 
and we want to work on those together. 
However, there are also thousands of 

pages of other problems and tens of 
thousands of pages, perhaps hundreds 
of thousands of pages yet to be written 
by boards, panels and commissions yet 
to be appointed on issues we have yet 
to know what is going to be included in 
this. And that is part of the reason why 
employers are frightened about what 
may be in this bill. 

Members of Congress shake their 
heads and say how could something so 
massive—and it’s going to cost over a 
trillion dollars a year to administer 
this plan—how could this happen with-
out Congress really having oversight? 
Let me mention two areas of this 
which I am deeply concerned about. 

We know that one of the ways we can 
provide better care and ultimately save 
a lot of money has to do with disease 
management, or care management. 

This is when perhaps nurses or other 
specialists within the doctor’s office or 
working with the hospital, work to 
stay in touch with the patient, patients 
who have asthma or diabetes or heart 
disease or other chronic illness, be-
cause they know if they can get that 
patient to follow up with their medica-
tions, their treatments, their thera-
pies, they can prevent problems from 
worsening. They can help make that 
patient better. They can keep that pa-
tient out of the hospital. 

In the area of mental health, chronic 
illness has twice the incidence of de-
pression when it’s not picked up, and 
when depression is present and not 
treated, costs double. 
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Now, unfortunately, this bill not 
only doesn’t pay for this, but if you 
want something, the important area 
that did pay for it in Medicare Advan-
tage, this bill in order to try and pay 
for it cut $500 billion worth of Medi-
care, and a significant portion of that 
was in something called Medicare Ad-
vantage which covers millions of peo-
ple, 7.4 million seniors around the 
country. 

One of the clear, distinct advantages 
of Medicare Advantage is it provided 
this disease management. Here are a 
couple of examples: University of 
Pittsburgh Medical Center found they 
could reduce rehospitalization rates for 
diabetics by 75 percent. Another hos-
pital in my district, Washington Hos-
pital, reduced readmission rates for 
heart disease by 50 percent. Another 
plan reduced asthma rate readmissions 
by 28 percent, all by doing this impor-
tant care management. 

Well, unfortunately, if you like the 
plan you have, you can’t keep it be-
cause this bill guts that and eliminates 
that portion of it. 

Now out of this 2,900-roughly-page 
bill, to have a couple sections that peo-
ple are talking about, the benefits of 
why we should keep this bill, these are 
areas we agree on: maintain pre-
existing coverage, don’t cut people be-
cause they’re sick, let kids stay on 
their parents’ policy for a little bit 
longer, all important parts and things 
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