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and, in some cases, over 10 percent has
been unacceptable. It’s been a hardship
for so many people in the Nation.

Also, I am looking forward to finding
out what the President’s pro-job
growth agenda will be going forward.
We want to get unemployment rates
back to much lower levels so that fami-
lies and businesses can thrive again.

Also, Mr. Speaker, I am looking to
find out what will be the specific cuts
that the President will be proposing.
We haven’t heard specific cuts so far.
In fact, we have heard that the Presi-
dent may be referring to investments,
meaning more spending yet again,
spending that this country simply can-
not afford because, as we know, Mr.
Speaker, we are falling off the cliff in
terms of debt increases. That is not
good for the next generation of Ameri-
cans.

Second, I am wondering what specific
pieces of legislation that the President
has proposed would he be willing to re-
peal. We know, for instance, that the
cap-and-trade proposal that’s working
through the EPA will be one that will
be a job killer. We know that for the
health care law as well, that it is, in
fact, a job killer.

Finally, I am wondering, Mr. Speak-
er, what areas of regulations the Presi-
dent would be willing to do away with.
The President had made a statement
last week that he wants to direct all of
the agencies to look for regulations
that would kill jobs. Well, we know
that the EPA regulations will, in fact,
do that, and we are wondering if, per-
haps, the President would be willing to
put those on the table and delay imple-
mentation of the cap-and-trade system
through the EPA.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, we also know
that with Americans paying in excess
of $3 a gallon for gasoline that it may
be wise now to look at American en-
ergy production. What would those pro-
posals be from the President? We look
forward to hearing that this evening.

—————

MAKE SERIOUS INVESTMENTS IN
THIS COUNTRY’S FUTURE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Kentucky (Mr. YARMUTH) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. YARMUTH. Mr. Speaker, tonight
the President of the United States will
deliver the State of the Union address,
as we all know. If the reports are accu-
rate, what he will talk about today is
the need to make serious investments
in this country’s future.

Now, we have just heard from a col-
league from the other side of the aisle,
and we have heard from many Repub-
licans over the last few days, con-
cerning the issue of spending and
whether or not we need to be spending
any more money in this time of admit-
tedly dire financial circumstances.

You know, most families, when they
borrow money, they do it for two rea-
sons: either for survival—they need to
eat; they need to feed their children;
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they may need a house for their family;
they need to clothe them—or they bor-
row because they see an opportunity to
invest and to make their lives better
down the road.

Now, I know that many people don’t
think of government spending as in-
vestment. But if we look back not too
long, just over recent history, the last
few decades, we have seen numerous in-
stances in which government invest-
ment has not only created jobs, it has
spawned entirely new industries.

As a matter of fact, even though peo-
ple made fun of Al Gore many years
ago, the fact is that government in-
vestment actually created the Inter-
net. Government investment, through
the Defense Department and other re-
search institutions, has created lit-
erally billions and billions of dollars in
private sector growth and created
thousands and thousands and thou-
sands of new jobs.

We face a very difficult choice right
now. We can sit back while the rest of
the world advances, or we can make
the tough choices right now to make
serious and important investments
that will not just create new industries
but may, in fact, solve some of our
most intractable problems. I am talk-
ing here about medical research, for
one.

We now invest $6 billion a year in
cancer research. Cancer treatment and
the cost to society because of cancer
amounts to literally hundreds of bil-
lions of dollars each year. It costs
Medicare. It costs Medicaid. It costs
the private system. If we spent $20 bil-
lion a year on medical research for can-
cer and over 10 years finally cured it,
made it manageable in an inexpensive
way, the long-term payback to this
country would be enormous.

One of the problems with analyzing
our health care reform proposal, now in
the law the Affordable Health Care
Act, is that we weren’t able to factor in
the long-term benefits of preventive
care, research, more efficient oper-
ations, because they are not quantifi-
able.
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But we know that if we could just
deal with two major diseases, diabetes
and cancer, then we would probably
solve our long-term health care finan-
cial issues. So tonight the President
will lay out choices for us. And I think
this is a very, very important aspect of
our public dialogue right now. We need
to make sure that not only the Amer-
ican people, but also every Member of
Congress, really understand what our
choices are. Because it’s very, very
easy to stand up and say we’re going to
cut spending by $100 billion in the Fed-
eral Government when you’re not will-
ing to talk about what specifically
you’re willing to cut. And my colleague
from Minnesota just said the President
may not be specific. Well, the fact is,
Republicans haven’t been specific ei-
ther.

We need this laid out for the Amer-
ican people. We need it laid out for us.
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We have difficult choices. We need to
make them. I think the President is on
the right track. We cannot cut back
right now on medical research. We can-
not cut back on the type of research
that will create new industries, par-
ticularly in the energy field. We cannot
cut back right now in education when
the rest of the world is passing us by in
terms of the achievement of their stu-
dents. And we cannot cut back right
now on investments in our infrastruc-
ture when much of it is crumbling
around us.

So I look forward to the debate we’re
going to have over the next few
months. It’s an important debate. It’s
probably the most serious debate we’ve
had in this country in decades, because
we are at a crossroads. We can allow
this country to become a secondary
international power, or we can main-
tain our status as not just the world’s
largest economy, but the world’s most
ingenious economy, the world’s most
innovative country, and a society
which cares about making life better
for every American citizen.

———
CLEAN-ENERGY JOB CREATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Washington (Mr. INSLEE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Speaker, I came to
the floor this morning to talk about
our excitement hearing the President
tonight express that feeling of opti-
mism, confidence and can-do spirit
that has always epitomized America,
and that is in the field of the develop-
ment of our clean-energy job creation
program.

I'm excited about it because, as we're
coming out of this very deep recession,
many of us believe that one of the
brightest spots on our economic hori-
zon is our ability to develop hundreds
of thousands of new jobs in this coun-
try so that America can fulfill its des-
tiny of leading the world in clean-en-
ergy development.

We believe it is our destiny to do
that because we have always done that
throughout America’s history, leading
the world in aeronautics, leading the
world in software, leading the world in
aerospace; and now we have a great op-
portunity to lead the world in the de-
velopment of clean energy. And when
we do that, we do believe that we will
create hundreds of thousands of new
jobs. And I look forward to the Presi-
dent’s ideas on how to do that.

But I want to talk about where we
are right now in our ability to do that.
I remember I came to the floor 2 or 3
years ago and talked about the pros-
pects of creating jobs in America in the
creation of an electrified transpor-
tation system and our ability to elec-
trify our cars. And when I did that, I
remember I was criticized by some in
this Chamber thinking, well, that was
sort of a pipe dream, couldn’t happen,
that was Buck Rogers-kind of stuff
that really wouldn’t allow us to create
jobs in this field.
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