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question the patriotism of a colleague
who has been elected to serve his State
and his country.

But it is even more than that. As we
more carefully choose our words, we
must also remember we do not have
the luxury, as Senator Moynihan used
to caution, to choose our own facts. If
we are going to change the way we
speak in the hope of changing the way
we do business, we have to reintroduce
truth into the public debate.

This doesn’t mean just rephrasing an
attack line from ‘‘job-killing’’ to ‘‘job-
destroying,”” as House Republicans
have done in response to the shooting.
It means if there is no proof that a pol-
icy takes away jobs—if in fact the evi-
dence shows the opposite—we shouldn’t
pretend any differently. The non-
partisan referee we rely on for this
data—the Congressional Budget Of-
fice—found that when it comes to
health care reform—which is what the
Republicans are talking about in this
case—the claim is simply not true.
Changing our rhetoric requires us to
debate facts, not invent them.

In the coming weeks, much of the
discussion on the Senate floor will
revolve around health care, the deficit,
and debt limit—those three things.
Each of these issues affects the No. 1
issue in America, jobs. Each issue is
complex. If we are going to make the
right decisions and point our economy
back in the right direction, we have to
start with a shared respect for the
facts.

First, let’s look at health care. Inde-
pendent fact checkers examined all the
political rhetoric of the last year.
Given the intensity of the legislative
debates and the election season, there
was a lot from which to choose. But
one claim stood out above all—the
habit of those opposed to health care to
call it a ‘“‘government takeover.”

One of those nonpartisan experts,
factcheck.org, called it plainly ‘‘false.”
Another, PolitiFact, a project of the
St. Petersburg, FL. Times, called it the
“Lie of the Year.” So if we are going to
have an honest debate about the health
reform law we passed last year, retir-
ing this scare tactic would be a good
place to start.

The deficit: Madam President, my
friends on the other side are quick to
associate the current President with
the current deficit as if it happened
overnight and under his watch. But
here is a brief review of the facts.

In the 1990s, we balanced the budget
under the direction of President Clin-
ton. At the beginning of the next cen-
tury, America had a bigger surplus
than ever in its history. Over the next
decade, while our troops went into bat-
tle, the costs of two wars went off-
budget. The richest took home giant
tax breaks but nobody paid the bill. A
massive prescription drug program
wasn’t paid for either.

President Clinton left President Bush
a record surplus. President Bush left
President Obama a record deficit.
Those unpaid-for wars, tax breaks, and
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programs are the reason we are in a
hole today. What we do next is fair
game for debate. But facts, as Presi-
dent John Adams said, are stubborn
things.

Finally, Madam President, the debt
limit: We will soon debate the debt
limit. Earlier this month, the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, Timothy
Geithner, sent us each a letter as to
what would happen if we don’t raise
that ceiling. It would be the first time
in the history of America that our
country would default on our legal ob-
ligations. He didn’t share his partisan
opinion in that letter; he simply laid
out the facts. This is what he wrote:

Default would effectively impose a signifi-
cant and long-lasting tax on all Americans
and all American businesses and could lead
to the loss of millions of American jobs.
Even a short-term or limited default would
have catastrophic economic consequences
that would last for decades.

What are some of those con-
sequences? Our troops and veterans
would no longer get their paychecks.
Our seniors would no longer get the So-
cial Security and Medicare checks to
which they are entitled. Student loans
would simply stop. On a larger scale,
the Secretary of the Treasury warned
it would lead to a worse financial crisis
than the one we are still recovering
from.

There soon will be lots of time to de-
bate what we will do about the debt
limit, but these are the facts we must
first acknowledge and consider.

Finally, the American people voted
in November for a divided legislative
branch of government, a Democratic
Senate and Republican House. They
didn’t elect Houses led by competing
political parties because they want us
to compete; they did so because they
want us to cooperate. We cannot co-
operate without an honest debate and
we cannot have an honest debate if we
insist that fiction is fact.

Mark Twain, a great Nevadan, once
said:

If you tell the truth, you don’t have to re-
member anything.

He was right. Here is one thing every
Senator should remember and never
forget: Although there are many dif-
ferent points of view in this body, we
all share the same reality.

I look forward to a productive Con-
gress and we can do that by debating
the facts.

———

PROVIDING FOR A JOINT SESSION
OF CONGRESS TO RECEIVE A
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Mr. REID. Madam President, before I
turn this over to my friend the Repub-
lican leader, I ask unanimous consent
the Senate proceed to the immediate
consideration of H. Con. Res. 10, which
was received from the House and is at
the desk, that the concurrent resolu-
tion be agreed to, the motion to recon-
sider be laid on the table, that no in-
tervening action or debate take place,
and any statements be printed in the
RECORD.

January 25, 2011

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Is there objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

The concurrent resolution (H. Con.
Res. 10) was agreed to.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Republican leader is recog-
nized.

——————

DEPARTING COLLEAGUES

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President,
I wish to start this morning by ac-
knowledging the news from last week
that three of our colleagues will be
leaving us when their current terms ex-
pire. Senator HUTCHISON has been a
trusted adviser of mine, a leader in the
Senate, and a dear friend. Senator
CONRAD has been a leader on the budg-
et. He has done a lot to alert the coun-
try to the fiscal problems we face as a
Nation. Senator LIEBERMAN has been a
consistent and courageous leader on
defense and national security issues.
We will be sorry to see them go. They
have all been a great credit to this
body.

———

STATE OF THE UNION ADDRESS

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
every grade school student knows that
all three branches of the Federal Gov-
ernment in Washington are equal, but
as every Member of Congress quickly
learns, the President sets the agenda.
Never is that more apparent than on
the day of the State of the Union Ad-
dress. This year the President will be
speaking to a Congress that looks very
different from the one he spoke to last
year. The voters sent a clear message
in November that when it comes to
jobs and the economy, the administra-
tion’s policies have done far more dam-
age than good.

One very positive thing that the
President could do tonight is to ac-
knowledge they have a point. He has
tried to do so indirectly in recent
weeks by hiring new staff and by
speaking in tones of moderation, but it
takes more than a change in tone to
improve the economy. It takes more
than a change in tone to reduce the
debt. It takes more than a change in
tone to help create the right conditions
for private-sector job growth. It takes
a change in policy, and the early sig-
nals suggest the President isn’t quite
there yet.

The President has talked recently
about working together to improve a
regulatory climate that stifles business
innovation and job growth. Yet he has
not acknowledged the extent to which
his own policies have stifled growth.
Over the past 2 years, his administra-
tion has issued more than 130 economi-
cally significant new rules or 40 per-
cent more than the annual rate under
the last two Presidents. What is worse,
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