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would pay out far less in benefits than 
it would receive in premiums over the 
10-year budget window,’’ raising $70 bil-
lion in premiums that will fund bene-
fits outside the window. As a result, 
CBO further concluded that ‘‘in the 
decade following 2029, the CLASS pro-
gram would begin to increase the def-
icit.’’ Again, this is exactly the wrong 
direction for America. 

We also need to repeal the adminis-
tration’s ‘‘grandfathering’’ regulations. 
Not even a year after the administra-
tion promised that if you like the cov-
erage you have, you can keep it, we 
find out that buried in 121 pages of reg-
ulations, which resulted from just 2 
pages of legislative text, I might add 
that, no, that is not exactly true—far 
from it. In fact, the administration 
itself projects that up to 69 percent of 
all businesses and 80 percent of small 
businesses will not be able to retain 
the coverage they currently provide 
and will be forced to offer more costly 
coverage as opposed to hiring new 
workers and growing their businesses. 
So we must repeal these regulations 
this year. 

Finally, I also strongly oppose the in-
dividual mandate in the new law, 
which would require, starting in 2014, 
Americans to have maintain insurance 
coverage or be subject to a financial 
penalty that would ultimately be the 
greater of $695 per uninsured individual 
or 2.5 percent of income. How can the 
Federal Government require its citi-
zens to purchase health coverage with-
out first guaranteeing that an afford-
able coverage option will be available 
to all Americans in the private insur-
ance market? 

Numerous court challenges are un-
derway questioning the constitu-
tionality of the individual mandate. 
Last November, I joined with Repub-
lican Leader MCCONNELL with 30 other 
GOP Senators to file a friend-of-the- 
court brief in the lawsuit in a Florida 
Federal court brought by the National 
Federation of Independent Business 
and now 26 States, including Maine, 
and I am pleased that just this week, 
the Florida judge agreed with us and 
struck down not just the individual 
mandate but the entire bill. 

In its ruling, the court held that the 
‘‘individual mandate is outside Con-
gress’ Commerce Clause power’’ and 
that it is not constitutional. The court 
concluded that the new law has ‘‘450 
separate pieces, but one essential piece 
(the individual mandate) is defective 
and must be removed. It cannot func-
tion as originally designed.’’ In the 
courts view, and I agree, ‘‘that the in-
dividual mandate and the remaining 
provisions are inextricably bound to-
gether in purpose and must stand or 
fall as a single unit.’’ 

So moving forward, with serious 
questions about the constitutionality 
and workability of this new law, a top 
priority this Congress must be to re-
peal the health reform bill and replace 
it with workable alternatives that 
would result in more competitive 

health insurance markets. That is why, 
first and foremost, we must expedite 
allowing individuals and small busi-
nesses to purchase health insurance 
across State lines, which, as I have 
long said, would interject unfettered 
competition and new coverage options 
into stagnant insurance markets like 
those in Maine, where we have just two 
carriers offering coverage in the indi-
vidual insurance market. That is why 
in the Senate, I long championed asso-
ciation health plan, AHP, legislation— 
and developed regional compact pro-
posals—that would have allowed small 
business and the self-employed to band 
together, across State lines, to secure 
quality coverage made affordable 
through administrative cost savings 
and greater bargaining power. 

We must also develop a plan for af-
fordability by maintaining certain 
widely agreed upon elements of reform, 
such as outlawing unconscionable in-
surance industry practices, banning 
preexisting condition limitations, and 
allowing parents to keep children on 
plans until age 26. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to a period of morning 
business, with Senators permitted to 
speak for up to 10 minutes each. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

REMEMBERING EDDIE ESCOBEDO 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I extend my 
condolences to the family of my good 
friend Mr. Eddie Escobedo, who passed 
away in Las Vegas, NV, on October 15, 
2010. He was 77 years old. 

Eddie left behind his loving wife of 50 
years, Doña Marı́a Escobedo, his chil-
dren, Eddie, Jr., Hilda, Nicolas, Victor, 
and nine grandchildren. His passing 
leaves an empty place in the lives of 
those who knew and loved him, but it 
also leaves an enormous void in the 
Las Vegas community. 

Eddie was best known as the pub-
lisher of the Spanish-language El 
Mundo newspaper and a strong advo-
cate for the Hispanic community. He 
arrived in southern Nevada when ap-
proximately 60,000 people lived in the 
Las Vegas Valley. His assertive leader-
ship drew attention to the issues that 
pertain specifically to the Latino com-
munity, paving the way for hundreds of 
thousands of them who now reside in 
Nevada. 

Eddie was born in Juarez, Mexico, in 
1932, and as a teenager immigrated to 
the United States. He recognized early 
on that in America he would have the 
opportunity to accomplish his dreams. 
He enlisted in the Air Force and earned 
his citizenship after serving with dis-
tinction. 

Several years ago I received a call 
from my friend Eddie to invite me to 
Christmas in the Barrio, where he 

would help give toys to needy children. 
Seeing those little faces glow because 
they would have a little bit of Christ-
mas even though their families were 
struggling is a memory that I keep 
very fondly. Eddie’s actions that day 
crystallized who he was in this commu-
nity, and it reinforced my commitment 
to public service. 

Eddie spread democracy through his 
incisive columns published in his news-
paper, which often became the voice of 
the Latino community in Las Vegas. 
His columns also inspired his 175,000 
weekly readers to become active in the 
community and to exercise their right 
to vote. 

Eddie Escobedo’s dedication to Ne-
vada changed the community that he 
loved and fought for. He will be missed. 
His legacy and big heart will live on 
through his publication—El Mundo 
Newspaper—as it continues to play a 
vital role in the lives of Hispanics 
throughout Nevada by conveying the 
challenges and experiences Latino fam-
ilies face on a daily basis. 

f 

SUPER BOWL XLV 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, when we 
tune in this Sunday night to watch 
Super Bowl XLV, we will cheer players 
from all across our Nation. But as a 
Michiganian, I will take special pride 
in watching the several players from 
Michigan colleges. I will cheer Flozell 
Adams of Michigan State University; 
Charlie Batch and T.J. Lang of Eastern 
Michigan University; Larry Foote, 
LaMarr Woodley and Charles Woodson 
of the University of Michigan; Greg 
Jennings of Western Michigan Univer-
sity; and Nick McDonald of Grand Val-
ley State University. 

But what is perhaps most extraor-
dinary is the fact that four of the play-
ers on the field this Sunday will come 
from a single Michigan institution, 
Central Michigan University. As re-
ported by the Morning Sun of Mount 
Pleasant, CMU’s hometown paper, only 
three other schools—Louisiana State, 
Ohio State and Tennessee—will have as 
many players on the field, and none 
will have more. 

The four CMU players—Steelers re-
ceiver Antonio Brown and Packers cor-
nerback Josh Gordy, linebacker Frank 
Zombo and defensive tackle Cullen 
Jenkins—each enjoyed stellar careers 
for the Chippewas. Brown, Gordy and 
Zombo all played on multiple Mid- 
American Conference championship 
teams. The presence of these four play-
ers shows that it’s not the size or the 
fame of the football program, but the 
effort and determination of its people, 
that bring success. 

That is true not just in athletics, but 
academics as well. CMU is ranked 
among the Nation’s top 20 research in-
stitutions with 16 or fewer doctoral 
programs. It offers groundbreaking 
programs in fields such as athletic 
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training and public relations. Its re-
search efforts are helping the Depart-
ment of Defense develop water filtra-
tion technology to protect service-
members from harm, and helping de-
velop new treatments for Parkinson’s 
disease. CMU’s efforts to educate the 
next generation and conduct research 
that improves lives embody the 
school’s motto, ‘‘Sapientia, Virtus, 
Amicitia’’—wisdom, virtue, friendship. 

So Sunday’s game will be a great re-
minder to all who are watching of what 
Central Michigan University and its 
students have accomplished. And in ad-
dition to cheers for the Packers and 
Steelers, I hope we will hear a few cries 
of ‘‘Fire Up, Chips!’’ 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

MISSOURI RIVER RELIEF 

∑ Mrs. MCCASKILL. Mr. President, I 
ask the Senate to join me in honoring 
the 10th anniversary of Missouri River 
Relief and their dedication to pre-
serving Missouri rivers. 

As a lifelong Missourian, I have vis-
ited and enjoyed the natural beauty 
and recreational opportunities along 
the Missouri River. These riverbanks 
and waterways are treasured attrac-
tions throughout Missouri. The Mis-
souri River enjoys over 1 million visi-
tors from across the Nation each year 
who have the opportunity to experi-
ence the splendor and excitement these 
natural resources provide for our state. 
That is why I am so thrilled to ac-
knowledge the work of the Missouri 
River Relief program. 

Founded in 2001, Missouri River Re-
lief began with just a few Missouri 
River enthusiasts dedicated to cleaning 
up our State waters. Ten years later, 
12,000 Missourians have joined their 
communities in fighting for this cause, 
removing over 1 million pounds of 
trash and debris, making our waters 
safer for all to enjoy. In 2010 alone, 
over 1,100 student and teacher volun-
teers helped clean over 70 miles of 
river. 

Missouri River Relief has contributed 
to promoting river education through-
out the State. By sponsoring rec-
reational activities and festivals that 
incorporate the arts alongside river 
education, this organization has made 
it their mission to teach Missouri fami-
lies about our local rivers and how the 
rivers contribute to our environment. 

This project has received an out-
pouring of State and corporate spon-
sorships that have made this growing 
cause a reality. Neighboring States 
have also included their support, clean-
ing up almost 400 miles of the Missouri 
River. The trash gathered from these 
clean ups have included recyclable and 
environmental friendly particles that 
have been turned into useful resources. 

Working to preserve one of our coun-
try’s most affluent and beautiful riv-
ers, this organization deserves our 
gratitude and commemoration. Mis-

souri River Relief is committed to 
water safety and education and its 
service to the community stands as an 
inspiration to all Missourians and a 
strong signal of our State’s continued 
growth and success. 

Mr. President, I ask that the Senate 
join me in recognizing the 10th anni-
versary of the Missouri River Relief.∑ 

f 

NORTHEAST ORGANIC FARMING 
ASSOCIATION OF VERMONT 

∑ Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, today 
I honor the Northeast Organic Farming 
Association of Vermont. NOFA 
Vermont is a nonprofit association of 
farmers, gardeners, and consumers 
working to promote an economically 
viable and ecologically sound Vermont 
food system for the benefit of current 
and future generations. This year it 
celebrates its 40th anniversary of help-
ing farms thrive, making locally grown 
and organic foods available to all, and 
increasing consumer access at farmers 
markets across our Green Mountain 
State. 

NOFA Vermont was founded in 
Putney in 1971, making it one of the 
oldest organic farming associations in 
the United States. Today, they are 
proud to have more than 1,200 members 
throughout the State and to certify 
over 525 farms and processors to the 
USDA national organic program stand-
ards. They are passionate about in-
creasing the acreage of certified or-
ganic land in Vermont, while also in-
creasing access to local organic food by 
all Vermonters. The entirety of their 
programs strives to meet these goals, 
whether it involves working with 
schools to bring local foods into the 
cafeteria, or providing business plan-
ning services to farmers to ensure their 
businesses stay viable. 

With a vision that consists of small 
farms and agriculturally based busi-
nesses that are improving the ecology 
of Vermont foodscapes, where organic 
farms and gardens supply food to all 
members of their communities and 
where everyone knows their farmers, I 
see NOFA-VT as an exemplary national 
leader for the USDA campaign ‘‘Know 
your Farmer, Know your Food.’’ 

Executive director, Enid Wonnacott, 
has led this exceptional organization 
for the past 30 years. She and her dedi-
cated team offer technical assistance 
and revolving loan funds; and supply 
information on energy management, 
apprenticeships, and educational and 
electronic resources. They have built 
direct markets between farmers and 
consumers through the VT Farmers 
Market Association and have sponsored 
outstanding conferences yearly. This 
year they expect more than 1,500 farm-
ers to attend their winter conference, 
which is extremely well-run, worth-
while, and fun. They provide knowl-
edgeable speakers, workshops brim-
ming with information and healthy at-
titudes for the 21st century of farming. 

Finally, I have been very impressed 
with their commitment to Vermont’s 

future and our children as NOFA-VT 
has been a significant partner in the 
advancement of the Vermont Food and 
Farm Education program, FEED. This 
critical program provides schools, 
farmers, food service directors, and 
community partners with technical as-
sistance, training, and professional de-
velopment to advance student achieve-
ment, improve childhood nutrition, and 
create community-based farm to 
school programs. It is through pro-
grams such as these that children are 
able to connect with the farm in their 
community, understand where their 
food comes from, and have the oppor-
tunity to eat local healthy food in 
their school meal programs. 

I offer my sincerest congratulations 
to NOFA-VT on the occasion of their 
40th anniversary of service to our great 
State of Vermont and wish them many 
more years of continued success.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING NORTH EAST 
WIPERS 

∑ Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, America 
is home to millions of innovative and 
forward-thinking small businesses, 
which is critical to our future. And, as 
President Obama said in this State of 
the Union Address, ‘‘We need to out-in-
novate the . . . rest of the world’’ to 
maintain our position of global eco-
nomic power. As such, I rise today to 
recognize a small company from my 
home State of Maine that represents a 
shining example of America’s inge-
nuity and innovative spirit. 

North East Wipers got its start a lit-
tle over a year ago after a conversation 
between two long-time friends. Gerard 
Dubois, the owner of Pioneer Transport 
in Waterville, told his friend Ray Law-
rence, a machinist with 25 years experi-
ence, about an idea to create mini 
wiper blades that can be affixed to 
rearview mirrors on big rig trucks, so 
that the driver would not have to stop 
every few minutes during inclement 
weather to clear off snow or remove 
dirt and salt. Not only was this a com-
monsense idea, it was a matter of safe-
ty for truckers who are often forced to 
drive in unforgiving weather conditions 
to deliver timely goods on which the 
American people rely. 

As a result of the conversation, Ray 
and Gerard gathered $10,000 in startup 
costs and set to work on creating a 
number of prototypes. They eventually 
coalesced around a simple yet durable 
model that attaches to mirror mounts 
without using electrical or motorized 
parts that cannot clog or freeze. Once 
affixed to the mirror, all the driver has 
to do is push a button for the wipers to 
work. Even more appealing is that the 
system costs $500, roughly the amount 
it costs to fill a tractor trailer with 
diesel fuel. 

While originally designed for logging 
trucks facing difficult conditions on 
roads across Maine and other snow- 
plagued States, Gerard Dubois and Ray 
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