February 10, 2011

HONORING PASTOR JASPER
WILLIAMS, JR.

HON. HENRY C. “HANK” JOHNSON, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 10, 2011

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
submit the following:

Whereas, Pastor Jasper Williams, Jr., is
celebrating sixty (60) years in preaching the
gospel this year and has provided stellar lead-
ership to his church on an international level;
and

Whereas, Pastor Jasper Williams, under the
guidance and calling of God began preaching
and singing the word of God as a child and
has transformed over the years as a “Son of
Thunder” through his style of preaching and
teachings; and

Whereas, from Memphis, Tennessee, to At-
lanta, Georgia, he has pioneered and sus-
tained Salem Bible Church, as an instrument
in our community which uplifts the spiritual,
physical and mental welfare of our citizens;
and

Whereas, this remarkable and tenacious
man of God has given hope to the hopeless,
fed the hungry and is a beacon of light to
those in need; and

Whereas, Pastor Williams is a spiritual war-
rior, a man of compassion, a fearless leader
and a servant to all, but most of all a visionary
who has shared not only with his Church, but
with our District and the world his passion to
spread the gospel of Jesus Christ; and

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this
day to honor and recognize Pastor Jasper Wil-
liams, Jr., as he celebrates sixty years (60) in
preaching the gospel;

Now Therefore, |, HENRY C. “HANK” JOHN-
SON, Jr. do hereby proclaim August 8, 2010 as
Pastor Jasper Williams, Jr., Day in the 4th
Congressional District.

Proclaimed, this 8th day of August, 2010.

———

RECOGNIZING THE VISION OF REP-
RESENTATIVE JOHN W. WEEKS
AND HIS CONTRIBUTION TO THE
CONSERVATION MOVEMENT

HON. JAMES P. MORAN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 10, 2011

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Speaker, | am on the floor
today to introduce a resolution acknowledging
the 100th year anniversary of the passage of
the Weeks Act. This little-known act marks a
significant conservation achievement in the
annuls of this nation’s conservation move-
ment. John W. Weeks, a Republican Con-
gressman from the Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts, was relentless in his efforts to pass
this legislation, which authorized the federal
purchase of cutover and denuded forestlands
in the headwaters of navigable streams for the
purpose of conserving the flow of streams and
rivers and to restore lands for future timber
production. It took close to two years of fierce
battle with his colleagues before he suc-
ceeded as the Weeks Act cleared Congress
on March 1, 1911.

Few of my colleagues may be aware, but at
the turn of the 19th century, vast amounts of

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

private forested land in the eastern United
States had been ravaged by clear cut logging.
In the absence of trees, vast areas of the East
were prone to flooding and soil erosion, as
well as destructive forest fires. No longer pro-
ductive, these lands were often abandoned
and came into state and local ownership for
nonpayment of taxes. To bring these lands
back from the ecological brink, Rep. John
Weeks introduced legislation directing the fed-
eral government to offer states and localities
the opportunity to relieve themselves of these
nonproductive lands and at federal expense
restore them to their former condition.

Today 26 eastern states are home to 52
National Forests encompassing almost 25 mil-
lion acres. These forests provide significant
economic benefits. Not only are the forests
recreational sanctuaries, they are also a major
contributor in keeping America’s drinking water
clean. Many eastern municipal water supplies
depend on National Forest watersheds and
currently $450 billion in food and fiber, manu-
factured goods, and tourism depends on clean
water and healthy watersheds. In addition, the
timber supply managed by the Forest Service
provides a significant monetary benefit. The
timber resource was almost nonexistent when
the federal government purchased the land,
but today these lands host an estimated 42
billion cubic feet of growing stock and about
210 billion board feet of saw timber.

With this resolution we recognize and com-
memorate the vision of John W. Weeks and
his contribution to the conservation movement.
Both Republicans and Democrats recognized
the importance of federal government in con-
serving the forests and the water supply for
long-term environmental goals. Today | en-
courage both Congress and the Forest Serv-
ice to begin a centennial celebration com-
memorating this major bipartisan accomplish-
ment. Our 52 National Forests in 26 eastern
states would not exist today were it not for
passage of the Weeks Act of 1911.

| encourage my colleagues to support this
resolution.

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 10, 2011

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Mr. Speaker,
today our national debt is
$14,098,789,113,781.32

On January 6th, 2009, the start of the 111th
Congress, the national debt was
$10,638,425,746,293.80.

This means the national debt has increased
by $3,460,363,367,487.50 since then.

This debt and its interest payments we are
passing to our children and all future Ameri-
cans.

———

DEFEND AMERICANS FROM DRUG
MANUFACTURERS

HON. BOB FILNER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, February 10, 2011

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, | recently intro-
duced H.R. 542, the Consumer Protection Act.

E199

This bill will repeal the Learned Intermediary
Doctrine and allow the American consumer to
sue a drug manufacturer directly.

Medications are meant to heal us, but
sometimes, something goes horribly wrong,
and the medicine that was supposed to make
us better, only makes us sicker. When this
happens, Americans should be able to hold
the drug manufacturers responsible.

However, because of a court precedent
called the Learned Intermediary Doctrine,
Americans are not able to sue the manufactur-
ers of the drug that harmed them. According
to the Learned Intermediary Doctrine, a patient
cannot sue the drug manufacturer on the
grounds that their doctor (the Learned Inter-
mediary) should be able to warn them about
the possible negative side effects.

However, in this day of direct to consumer
advertising, so often Americans get their infor-
mation about medication from the manufactur-
er's advertising, or off the internet. H.R. 542,
the Consumer Protection Act, will repeal the
Learned Intermediary Doctrine, allowing the
consumer to sue the drug manufacturer di-
rectly. If drug manufacturers are able to adver-
tise directly to the consumer, then they must
be held responsible when something goes
wrong.

———

HONORING WILLIE AND
JOSEPHINE WILDER

HON. HENRY C. “HANK” JOHNSON, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 10, 2011

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
submit the following:

Whereas, Willie and Josephine Wilder are
celebrating fifty years (50) in marriage today in
Decatur, Georgia; and

Whereas, on December 23, 1960, because
of their union then, our community today has
been blessed with a family that has enhanced
our district. Mr. Wilder was captain of the foot-
ball team and Mrs. Wilder was a cheerleader
when they married and now, they both are in-
struments in our community that uplift the spir-
itual, physical, economic and mental welfare of
our citizens; and

Whereas, this remarkable and tenacious
man of God and this phenomenal and virtuous
Proverbs 31 woman have given hope to the
hopeless, fed the hungry and are beacons of
light to those in need, they both have been
blessed with two wonderful children, three
wonderful grandchildren and three great
grandchildren; and

Whereas, Willie and Josephine Wilder are
distinguished citizens of our district, they are
spiritual warriors, persons of compassion, fear-
less leaders and servants to all, but most of all
visionaries who have shared not only with
their family, but with our District their passion
to improve the lives of others; and

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this
day to honor and recognize Willie and Jose-
phine Wilder as they celebrate their 50th Anni-
versary, fifty (50) years in marital bliss;

Now Therefore, |, HENRY C. “HANK” JOHN-
SON, Jr. do hereby proclaim December 11,
2010, and December 23, 2010, as Willie and
Josephine Wilder Day in the 4th Congres-
sional District.
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