
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH946 February 16, 2011 
The budget axe in Congress’ lower chamber 

will also fall—to the tune of $1.3 billion in 
cuts—on Community Health Centers. The 
program supports community health, mi-
grant health centers, health care for the 
homeless, and primary care programs in pub-
lic housing. 

Maternal and Child Health Block Grants to 
States have been targeted for a $210 million 
reduction. The program helps train providers 
and support services for children with special 
health needs, screening of newborns, injury 
and lead poisoning prevention. 

The cuts continue through stages of life, 
and programs that sustain and enhance life. 

AmeriCorps, the Clinton-era program in 
which young people do public service work in 
exchange for college tuition, is marked for 
elimination. Job training is targeted for a $2 
billion cut. 

LIHEAP, the program that provides winter 
heating assistance to low-income families, is 
to be hit with a $400 million reduction—de-
spite the growing need for it as America goes 
through the Great Recession. 

The National Institutes for Health would 
see a $1 billion reduction. The Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention would see a 
$755 million reduction, or 12 percent. 

Nor do cuts stop at the water’s edge. A 
total of $544 million would be axed from 
international food aid grants to such organi-
zations as World Vision and Catholic Relief 
Services. 

The House members championing such 
cuts are the very people who profess to be 
advocates for the unborn and defenders of 
life. Yet, their policies hit at society’s poor 
and vulnerable, and at the ability to pursue 
the American dream. 

How could anyone, in good conscience, pro-
claim himself/herself ‘‘pro-life’’ while axing a 
child nutrition program? Check that. The 
late Sen. Jesse Helms, R–North Carolina, 
managed it for 30 years. 

The new majority seems proud of its handi-
work: Rookie Tea Party lawmakers have 
forced even deeper cuts on the House Repub-
lican leadership. 

‘‘Remember, this is historic: The level of 
cuts here have not taken place in Congress 
since World War II,’’ House Majority Leader 
Eric Cantor boasted Friday. 

But we should remember another moment 
in history: Just before Christmas, Congress 
and the White House extended tax cuts to 
the wealthiest two percent of Americans. 

Jim Wallis, editor of the Christian publica-
tion Sojourners, has suggested posing a ques-
tion to the ‘‘peoples’ house’’ of Congress. It’s 
a variation on the familiar What-Would- 
Jesus-Do slogan used by some Christian be-
lievers. 

What would Jesus cut? 

f 

REPUBLICAN BUDGET 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Kentucky (Mr. YARMUTH) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. YARMUTH. Mr. Speaker, we are 
involved in probably the most impor-
tant thing that this body does on a 
year-to-year basis—figuring out how to 
spend taxpayers’ money. 

The budget process is more than tak-
ing dollars from one place and spending 
them in another. It’s a statement of 
our values, a statement of our values 
as representatives who are trusted by 
our constituents to do the right thing, 
and a statement of our values as a Na-
tion. 

I think it is pretty clear, from what 
we have seen in H.R. 1, the Republican 

version of the continuing resolution 
proposal, that we have a very distinct 
difference in our values. At a time 
when millions and millions and mil-
lions of Americans, hundreds of thou-
sands of Kentuckians are suffering, the 
Republican continuing resolution 
would take money and would put the 
burden of these very, very serious eco-
nomic times on the people least able to 
afford them. At the same time, we’re 
taking money away from incredibly 
important investments that this Na-
tion has to make if it wants to remain 
competitive in this global economy a 
generation from now and two genera-
tions from now. 

Instead, the Republicans would slash 
money from police departments, slash 
money from fire departments, slash 
money from our education system, deal 
a very serious blow to Head Start, all 
of the things that we need to fulfill our 
basic obligation as a government. One 
is to provide opportunity, one is to pro-
tect our citizens. 

And then the final thing they would 
slash is important investments in in-
frastructure, which we know, if we re-
view history, is one of the most impor-
tant investments that we can make in 
terms of long-term economic vitality. 

The Republican budget, slashing 
money from infrastructure, from trans-
portation projects, would cost this 
economy, according to one estimate, 
300,000 private-sector jobs. 

Now we are fighting as hard as we 
can to create jobs. As a matter of fact, 
for the last entire Congress the Repub-
licans kept saying on this very floor, 
Where are the jobs? Where are the jobs? 
Now, after 6 weeks of their majority 
rule in the House, we haven’t seen one 
proposal to create a job. But what 
we’ve seen is a budget that is so draco-
nian in its cuts that it would actually 
destroy American jobs. 

This is not the type of values that 
the American people want to see com-
ing out of this body. All of us agree 
that we have a serious long-term finan-
cial picture in this country. We do need 
to deal with our deficits and with our 
national debt. We do need to make 
some long-term changes. 

But if you are a family and you have 
got a lot of people in your family and 
are overweight, you don’t just say, 
‘‘Okay, we’re just going to stop eating 
today. We’re just not going to eat.’’ No. 
You say, ‘‘We’re going to go on a pro-
gram, we’re going to reduce our cal-
ories, we’re going to exercise.’’ But we 
still have to do some important things. 
We have to eat, we have to pay for that 
roof over our head. We’ve got kids who 
are college age. We want to send them 
to college so they can have a brighter 
future. We do want to make those in-
vestments, even if we have to borrow 
money. We just don’t stop. We can’t 
stand in place, because the rest of the 
world is not standing in place. 

So as we move forward in these few 
days considering the continuing resolu-
tion, H.R. 1, let’s remain mindful of 
what our values as a country are. This 

is a country that has always made in-
vestments, has always looked to the fu-
ture, has always said, yeah, in a cap-
italistic society some people are not 
going to do as well or are not going to 
have as good of luck or are going to be 
downfallen, and we’ve got to lift them 
up. We’ve got to help them out. 

Over the last 25 years, the percentage 
of wealth or the amount of wealth 
owned by the top 5 percent in this 
country has gone from $8 trillion to $40 
trillion, according to David Stockman. 
He is the former budget director under 
the Reagan administration. 
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That is an enormous amount of 
wealth. That increase in wealth alone, 
for the top 5 percent of this country 
over the last 25 years, is more than the 
entire wealth of the world prior to 1985. 
So the people at the top have done very 
well, enhanced and encouraged by tax 
policies that Republicans have put in 
place. But, meanwhile, we have got to 
make sure that those other 95 percent 
of the American people do well too, and 
we have got to make sure that the poli-
cies we enact, the budgets that we ap-
prove in this body, reflect those values. 
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OPPOSITION TO CUTTING FUNDING 
TO FEMA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. RICHARDSON) for 5 min-
utes. 

Ms. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to speak in opposition to 
H.R. 1. First of all, I want to begin my 
comments by talking about last night, 
a couple issues that were so important 
to many of us. Number one, COPS 
grant funding, and also CDBG, which 
stands for Community Development 
Block Grants. 

Now, I don’t know about many of 
you, but I started my legislative career 
in local government, and, for most of 
us, we know that COPS grant funding 
is what actually puts the police officers 
on the streets, in the neighborhoods, 
that can help protect the communities. 
Now, I would ask you, do you want to 
take two police officers out of your 
neighborhood? I don’t think so. 

I would ask the question, why are we 
willing to support police officers in 
Iraq and Afghanistan and to do nation 
building there, and yet we are not will-
ing to do nation building in our own 
country? Something is wrong with this 
proposal today. We don’t have the right 
priorities, and that is why I stand in 
opposition. 

Community Development Block 
Grants. When I was on the city council, 
what did that fund? Parks, housing, to 
help businesses. Do we want to say no 
to that? Is that what really this budget 
is about? Is that where the abuses have 
been, in the neighborhoods? I wouldn’t 
say yes to that. 

So let me end with my last com-
ments, which I am going to focus on, 
which is the committee of jurisdiction 
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