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fraught with unintended consequences
and ignores the recent reports of fraud
in the 8(a) program. I urge my col-
leagues to support the Snowe-Collins-
Coburn-Brown amendment to strike
this language.

Madam President, I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant editor of the Daily Di-
gest clerk proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that the order for the quorum call be
rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
WHITEHOUSE). Without objection, it is
so ordered.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, we have
been working through this bill. I con-
gratulate our manager, Senator ROCKE-
FELLER, who is one of the most experi-
enced people in the Senate and is a
good manager. He has worked well with
Senator HUTCHISON, comanager of the
bill. We have made significant
progress. We have a few amendments
on which we are trying to work a way
to the end of this. I hope we can work
out an agreement to complete this leg-
islation maybe as early as tomorrow
morning sometime. If we can’t, the
first cloture vote is tomorrow, and we
will see what happens after that.

Everyone should understand. It is
Wednesday. Tomorrow is Thursday. I
know a lot of people have arrange-
ments because we have a home work
period the following week. We want to
g0 home, if at all possible, late tomor-
row night or early Friday morning, but
we can’t do that if there is work left to
be done on this bill. I hope we can work
something out so we can finish tomor-
row. It would certainly be doable.

We know what we have left. Work on
the different issues has been extremely
difficult and time-consuming, but we
have settled most everything on the
Senate floor, as we are supposed to do.

There will be no more rollcall votes
tonight. We hope we can move forward
to complete work on this most impor-
tant piece of legislation tomorrow.
This legislation is extremely impor-
tant for our country.

Let’s keep in mind, this deals with
people. Almost 300,000 jobs will be cre-
ated or saved with this legislation. I re-
peat what I have said on the Senate
floor once before. McCarran Airport in
Las Vegas is the sixth busiest airport
in the country. The manager of that
airport, Randy Walker, when asked
about this bill last week, said: If it
passes, we will finally be able to stop
using World War II technology to land
and have airplanes take off.

It is not just McCarran in Las Vegas.
At every airport in the country it is
the same thing, World War II tech-
nology. We will be able to have a pas-
sengers’ bill of rights. It is a very fine
piece of legislation that has been years
in the making. We are too close to the
end of this to walk away. We have to
finish this bill. It means jobs, real jobs,
not make believe jobs.
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I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
the order for the quorum call be re-
scinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
MANCHIN). Without objection, it is so
ordered.

———

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. REID. I now ask unanimous con-
sent the Senate proceed to a period of
morning business, with Senators per-
mitted to speak for up to 10 minutes
each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS
RULES OF PROCEDURE

Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to have printed in
the RECORD the Committee on Indian
Affairs Rules of Procedure.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

Rule 1. The Standing Rules of the Senate,
Senate Resolution 4, and the provisions of
the Legislative Reorganization Act of 1946,
as amended by the Legislative Reorganiza-
tion Act of 1970, as supplemented by these
rules, are adopted as the rules of the Com-
mittee to the extent the provisions of such
Rules, Resolution, and Acts are applicable to
the Committee on Indian Affairs.

MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE

Rule 2. The Committee shall meet on
Thursday while the Congress is in session for
the purpose of conducting business, unless
for the convenience of the Members, the
Chairman shall set some other day for a
meeting. Additional meetings may be called
by the Chairman as he may deem necessary.

OPEN HEARINGS AND MEETINGS

Rule 3(a). Hearings and business meetings
of the Committee shall be open to the public
except when the Chairman by a majority
vote orders a closed hearing or meeting.

(b). Except as otherwise provided in the
Rules of the Senate, a transcript or elec-
tronic recording shall be kept of each hear-
ing and business meeting of the Committee.

HEARING PROCEDURE

Rule 4(a). Public notice, including notice
to Members of the Committee, shall be given
of the date, place and subject matter of any
hearing to be held by the Committee at least
one week in advance of such hearing unless
the Chairman of the Committee, with the
concurrence of the Vice Chairman, deter-
mines that holding the hearing would be
non-controversial or that special cir-
cumstances require expedited procedures and
a majority of the Committee Members at-
tending concurs. In no case shall a hearing
be conducted with less than 24 hours notice.

(b). BEach witness who is to appear before
the Committee shall submit his or her testi-
mony by way of electronic mail, at least 48
hours in advance of a hearing, in a format
determined by the Committee and sent to an
electronic mail address specified by the Com-
mittee.

(c). Each Member shall be limited to five
(5) minutes of questioning of any witness
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until such time as all Members attending
who so desire have had an opportunity to
question the witness unless the Committee
shall decide otherwise.

(d). The Chairman and Vice Chairman or
the ranking Majority and Minority Members
present at the hearing may each appoint one
Committee staff member to question each
witness. Such staff member may question
the witness only after all Members present
have completed their questioning of the wit-
ness or at such time as the Chairman and
Vice Chairman or the Ranking Majority and
Minority Members present may agree.

BUSINESS MEETING AGENDA

Rule 5(a). A legislative measure or subject
shall be included in the agenda of the next
following business meeting of the Committee
if a written request by a Member for consid-
eration of such measure or subject has been
filed with the Chairman of the Committee at
least one week prior to such meeting. Noth-
ing in this rule shall be construed to limit
the authority of the Chairman of the Com-
mittee to include legislative measures or
subjects on the Committee agenda in the ab-
sence of such request.

(b). Any bill, resolution, or other matter to
be considered by the Committee at a busi-
ness meeting shall be filed with the Clerk of
the Committee. Notice of, and the agenda
for, any business meeting of the Committee,
and a copy of any bill, resolution, or other
matter to be considered at the meeting, shall
be provided to each Member and made avail-
able to the public at least three days prior to
such meeting, and no new items may be
added after the agenda is published except by
the approval of a majority of the Members of
the Committee. The notice and agenda of
any business meeting may be provided to the
Members by electronic mail, provided that a
paper copy will be provided to any Member
upon request. The Clerk shall promptly no-
tify absent Members of any action taken by
the Committee on matters not included in
the published agenda.

(c). Any amendment(s) to any bill or reso-
lution to be considered shall be filed with the
Clerk not less than 24 hours in advance. This
rule may be waived by the Chairman with
the concurrence of the Vice Chairman.

QUORUM

Rule 6(a). Except as provided in subsection
(b), a majority of the Members shall con-
stitute a quorum for the transaction of busi-
ness of the Committee. Except as provided in
Senate Rule XXVI 7(a), a quorum is pre-
sumed to be present unless the absence of a
quorum is noted by a Member.

(b). One Member shall constitute a quorum
for the purpose of conducting a hearing or
taking testimony on any measure or matter
before the Committee.

VOTING

Rule 7(a). A recorded vote of the Members
shall be taken upon the request of any Mem-
ber.

(b). A measure may be reported without a
recorded vote from the Committee unless an
objection is made by a Member, in which
case a recorded vote by the Members shall be
required. A Member shall have the right to
have his or her additional views included in
the Committee report in accordance with
Senate Rule XXVT 10.

(c). A Committee vote to report a measure
to the Senate shall also authorize the staff of
the Committee to make necessary technical
and conforming changes to the measure.

(d). Proxy voting shall be permitted on all
matters, except that proxies may not be
counted for the purpose of determining the
presence of a quorum. Unless further limited,
a proxy shall be exercised only for the date
for which it is given and upon the terms pub-
lished in the agenda for that date.
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