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HONORING RICH KOSSUTH

HON. LOU BARLETTA

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 8, 2011

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
honor and acknowledge Mr. Rich Kossuth, this
year's Sunday Dispatch 2010 Person of the
Year.

Rich is a Greater Pittston area resident. A
co-owner of Rock Street Music, the drummer
in Pittston’s local band Flaxy Morgan, and part
of the rock duo CNR, Rich has grown up
working in Pittston’s music scene. He started
out as an employee of local music businesses
and eventually formed Rock Street Music with
his mother and brothers. Through these affili-
ations, Rich has unselfishly donated his time
and efforts to various facets of our community.

Mr. Kossuth founded 12/24, a Christmas
holiday seasonal band dedicated to raising
funds for autism research. In 2010, he volun-
teered his talents, time, and equipment to over
40 benefits for causes ranging from supporting
local recreational groups to helping local he-
roes in need of assistance in their fights
against cancer. Rich has dedicated himself to
improving the lives of our children, making ap-
pearances as Santa Claus and the Easter
Bunny at local events, as well as serving as
an assistant scout manager.

Mr. Kossuth never asks for anything in re-
turn. In fact, when Rich was informed he’d be
receiving the Person of the Year Award, he
promptly named others he felt deserving of
recognition before finally graciously accepting
the acknowledgement of all he has done to
serve the Greater Pittston area.

Mr. Speaker, Rich Kossuth is a compas-
sionate, generous humanitarian who truly
cares about our community and his fellow citi-
zens. His kindness has touched the lives of
countless people. We could never thank Mr.
Kossuth enough for the service he provides
and the spirit he instills in the Greater Pittston
area. He is truly an inspiring individual. Mr.
Speaker, today, | ask my colleagues to join
me in congratulating Mr. Kossuth and recog-
nizing his being named the Sunday Dispatch’s
2010 Person of the Year.

——————

HONORING THE HONOREES OF THE
MID-MAINE CHAMBER OF COM-
MERCE AWARDS

HON. MICHAEL H. MICHAUD

OF MAINE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 8, 2011

Mr. MICHAUD. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the Honorees of the 2011 Mid-
Maine Chamber of Commerce Annual Awards
Dinner. The Mid-Maine Chamber of Com-
merce serves the people and business com-
munity of the greater Waterville area, working
with the business community to strengthen

economic opportunity throughout the region
and the state.

Each year, the Mid-Maine Chamber recog-
nizes some of the outstanding businesses and
individuals that make Maine “the way life
should be” for all Mainers and Maine busi-
nesses. These individuals and businesses are
committed to strengthening opportunity and
prosperity in Maine.

This year's award recipients include Robert
Martin, recipient of the Distinguished Commu-
nity Service Award; Fortin’s Home Furniture,
Business of the Year; Bill Mitchell of GHM In-
surance, Business Person of the Year; Bar-
bara Haynes, recipient of the Elias A. Joseph
award; David Holden of Bangor Savings Bank,
Outstanding Professional of the Year; the
Maine Children’s Home for Little Wanderers,
Community Service Project of the Year; Mat-
thew Clark of Weeks & Hutchins, LLC and
Sarah Sugden, of the Waterville Public Li-
brary, both recipients of the “Rising Star”
Award; and Valley Distributors’ Flint Collier, re-
cipient of the Customer Service Stardom
Award.

These nine recipients are among the best
that Maine has to offer. Through their leader-
ship and incredible commitment to their com-
munities and the region, Maine is a better
place to live and do business.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating the Mid-Maine Chamber of Commerce
and these individuals on their outstanding
service and achievement.

————

HONORING AMBASSADOR TERENCE
A. TODMAN

HON. DONNA M. CHRISTENSEN

OF VIRGIN ISLANDS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 8, 2011

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
pay tribute to an outstanding leader from my
congressional district in the U.S. Virgin Is-
lands, the Honorable Terence A. Todman, a
Career Ambassador who served our country
across the globe for almost 50 years.

On Saturday, March 12, 2011, my commu-
nity will honor Career Ambassador Todman on
the occasion of his 85th birthday. A native
son, he began his distinguished career with
service in the U.S. Army from 1945 to 1949,
including a tour as a Commissioned Officer in
Japan. He went on to diplomatic service as a
Desk Officer for India-Ceylon-Nepal Affairs in
1952 and as a U.S. Government Intern on the
United Nations Secretariat in 1954. From 1954
to 1957, he served as an Advisor to U.S. Del-
egations to the United Nations General As-
sembly and U.S. Representative on various
Trusteeship Council committees. He ended
the decade of the 1950s as a Political Officer
in New Delhi from 1957 to 1959.

Career Ambassador Todman, who is fluent
in many languages, served as the Arabic Lan-
guage and Area Specialist in Beirut from 1960
to 1961. From 1961 to 1964, he served as the

Political Officer in Tunis, from 1965 to 1968 as
the Deputy Chief of Mission and Charge d’Af-
faires in Togo and as the Country Director for
East African Affairs from 1961 to 1969.

Mr. Speaker, as United States Ambassador,
Terrence Todman served in Chad from 1969
to 1972, in Guinea from 1972 to 1975, in
Costa Rica from 1957 to 1971, in Spain from
1978 to 1983, in Denmark from 1983 to 1989,
and finally in Argentina from 1989 to 1993.

Although retired since 1993, Ambassador
Todman has remained active serving on cor-
porate and community boards from Argentina
to the U.S. Virgin Islands. | recall that during
one of Haiti’'s many crises and during the
Aristide presidency, he was called back into
service to share his expertise and experience
as a special advisor to the Organization of
American states. His recent focus has been
on establishing joint ventures between U.S.
and foreign companies with special emphasis
on transportation and the environment. He is
one of the Directors of the American Academy
on Diplomacy, the Association for Diplomatic
Studies and Training, the Constituency for Af-
rica and the Atlantic Council of the United
States. He is a Fellow of the National Acad-
emy of Public Administration and a member of
its International Panel and many other organi-
zations in the diplomatic field.

He serves on the board of Syracuse Univer-
sity, the Duke University Provost Advisory
Council and the Advisory Board of the African
Studies Program at Georgetown University.

Ambassador Todman has received the
Presidential Distinguished Service Award, the
National Public Service Award, the Depart-
ment of State’s Superior Service Honor Award
and the Secretary of State’s Distinguished
Service Award. He has been decorated by the
governments of Argentina, Denmark, Spain,
Chad and the U.S. Virgin Islands. In 1997, he
received the U.S. Department of State’s Direc-
tor General’s Cup.

Mr.  Speaker, as an ambassador
extraordinaire who is credited with guiding our
country through some difficult relationships
and challenges, Ambassador Todman paved
the way for other people of color to excel at
and eventually lead the U.S. State Depart-
ment. He is a trailblazer, and has opened
many doors for young people who aspire to
his level of excellence and dedication to coun-
try.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the people of the
U.S. Virgin Islands, | wish Ambassador
Todman a very happy 85th birthday and | ex-
tend my best wishes to his wife Doris and
their 4 children, Terence, Patricia, Kathryn and
Michael and his wider circle of family and
friends. May God continue to bless him with
good health and long life and on behalf of the
Congress of the United States, thank him for
his long, dedicated and distinguished service
to our country.

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.
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HONORING FERNANDO ‘“‘CHITO”
SALINAS

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 8, 2011

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the late Fernando “Chito” Salinas
for his dedication and contributions to the City
of Laredo and South Texas.

Mr. Salinas was born in 1924 in Laredo,
Texas. “Chito”, as he was known by friends,
attended Christen Junior High School and
later graduated from Martin High School in
1942. After he graduated, he attended Texas
A&M University in College Station, Texas. He
transferred to Tulane University in New Orle-
ans, Louisiana where he pursued a medical
career. However, he found that his true calling
was in fashion and retail. After moving back to
Laredo, he helped his father run the family re-
tail business, Los Dos Laredos. In 1952, Mr.
Salinas opened his own store, Don Antonio’s
Men’s Wear. After a brief trip to Europe in the
1960s, Mr. Salinas added the Castilian room
to Don Antonio’s that would specialize in high-
end styles and hats. He was known both lo-
cally and internationally for the quality of
clothes, but especially for the unique hats that
his store carried. Mr. Salinas would travel reg-
ularly around the world to fashion hot spots,
such as New York, Los Angeles, and Europe,
to bring high-end fashion back to southern
Texas.

Aside from his impact on the fashion indus-
try in Laredo, Mr. Salinas started the Fer-
nando A. Salinas Charitable Trust in 2005 to
benefit Laredo and Webb County. This Trust
was designed to provide funding to charitable
programs around Laredo and has made dona-
tions to over 75 different charitable organiza-
tions and government agencies. Mr. Salinas
had a commitment to improve his community,
especially its education, religion and health
programs. The Trust has made it possible for
the youth in Laredo to go to college through
the scholarship portion and also provided
healthcare services to the underserved. Javier
B. Santos, trustee for the Salinas Trust on be-
half of Fernando Salinas, will continue to pro-
vide services to Laredo and Webb County.

In December of 2008, Mr. Salinas was hon-
ored as a “Paul Harris Fellow”. He also
worked heavily with the South Texas Food
Bank and helped start Kids Cafes in El
Cenizo, Rio Bravo and at the Main Boys and
Girls Club in Laredo. He renovated the main
building and set up an endowment for its
maintenance for one million dollars. He has
continued his philanthropic efforts with all or-
ganizations and institutions qualifying as 501
agencies in the community and completed the
renovation of the Saint Anthony de Padua
Chapel at St. Augustine High School. In 2008,
he pledged one million dollars to Texas A&M
International University for its College of Busi-
ness Administration.

At the time of his passing, his trust had initi-
ated his contract for Laredo property that will
serve as an off campus site of Laredo Com-
munity College. The property, a landmark
home, will house special events, small classes
and receptions, and allow for easier registra-
tion and information.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to have had the
time to recognize the dedication, accomplish-
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ments, and commitment of the late Fernando
“Chito” Salinas.

HONORING NICOLLE AMOS

HON. TOM LATHAM

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 8, 2011

Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the achievement of Nicolle Amos, a
nurse practitioner in Mason City, lowa. Nicolle
was recently named the lowa Nurse Practi-
tioner of the Year by the American Academy
of Nurse Practitioners (AANP).

Established in 1985, the AANP was the first
national organization to organize and advocate
for issues affecting nurse practitioners. It cur-
rently serves eleven different regions and rep-
resents over 135,000 nurse practitioners in the
United States. In addition to promoting edu-
cation and research, the AANP advocates at
all levels of government to shape various
health policies and to recognize “NPs as pro-
viders of high-quality, cost-effective, and per-
sonalized healthcare.” The AANP gives the
Nurse Practitioner of the Year Award to a
nurse practitioner in each state who dem-
onstrates excellence in their area of practice.

Nicolle has a degree as a family nurse prac-
titioner as well as a master's degree in nurs-
ing. She worked for seven years as a reg-
istered nurse before becoming a nurse practi-
tioner. In November 2005, Nicolle opened her
own practice, North lowa Family Health Care.
Although initially staffed only by herself,
Nicolle now employs three other individuals—
a receptionist, a medical assistant and a li-
censed practical nurse. She sees an average
of 13-16 patients every day, and on Wednes-
days she provides health services to local jail
inmates. She believes that “God gives you a
purpose in life,” and that that purpose is to
meet her patients’ needs to the best of her
ability.

I commend Nicolle on the hard work and
quality of care she is providing to her patients
in lowa. | know that my colleagues in the
United States Congress will join me in con-
gratulating her for the receipt of this award. |
wish nothing but success and happiness to
Nicolle, her husband Matt, and children Olivia
and John.

———

RECOGNIZING PHARMACY’S CON-
TRIBUTION TO THE AMERICAN
HEALTH CARE SYSTEM

HON. JOSEPH R. PITTS

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 8, 2011

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, today | would like
to recognize pharmacy’s contribution to the
American health care system. This week, over
300 members of the pharmacy community—
including practicing pharmacists, pharmacy
school faculty and students, state pharmacy
leaders and pharmacy company executives—
are here on Capitol Hill for the Third Annual
National Association of Chain Drug Stores
RxIMPACT Day.

These important health care providers are
here to urge Congress to recognize the value
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of pharmacists and promote access to these
medication experts throughout our health care
delivery system.

Nearly all Americans live within five miles of
a community pharmacy, making pharmacists
one of our most accessible health care pro-
vider groups. As my colleagues know, one of
the most important functions of local phar-
macies is to assist individuals in the commu-
nities where they operate with their health
care needs. While the convenient, safe and ef-
ficient dispensing of prescription medicines is
a core function of the modern neighborhood
pharmacy—and one they take very seriously—
pharmacies do much more that positively im-
pacts the lives of their customers and patients.
Today’s pharmacies offer a variety of preven-
tive health care services including immuniza-
tions and vaccinations, health screening serv-
ices, disease management services and rou-
tine advice on the best and most effective
over-the-counter products for patients’ specific
needs. Americans trust their neighborhood
pharmacies to provide these services, which is
one reason pharmacists have ranked in the
top three each of the past eight years in
Gallup’s annual survey of integrity across all
professions.

As the face of neighborhood health care,
pharmacies across the nation offer these and
other cost-saving programs and services to
help patients take medicines they need to
achieve positive results from appropriate use
of their medications.

Today, | celebrate the value of pharmacy
and support efforts to protect access to neigh-
borhood pharmacies and utilize pharmacies to
improve the quality and reduce the costs of
health care.

————

CONGRATULATING THE STRAITS
EXCHANGE FOUNDATION

HON. DAVID WU

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 8, 2011

Mr. WU. Mr. Speaker, | rise to congratulate
the Straits Exchange Foundation (SEF) of the
Republic of China (Taiwan) as it marks its
20th anniversary.

Twenty years ago, the SEF was established
as a semi-official organization with the mission
of negotiating with mainland Chinese authori-
ties. Soon thereafter, China established its
own Association for Relations Across the Tai-
wan Strait (ARATS). These two organizations
have enabled officials from their respective
governments to negotiate directly without af-
firming each other’s sovereign status.

Despite the suspension of negotiations for
nearly a decade, SEF-ARATS talks resumed
in Beijing in June 2008. The subsequent talks
held in Taipei, Nanjing, Taichung, and
Chonggqing resulted in several agreements de-
signed to promote economic and social rela-
tions between the two sides. Taiwan and
China established direct flights for shipping
and postal services, built a framework for fi-
nancial cooperation and investment, agreed to
increase tourism, and enhanced law enforce-
ment coordination.

| congratulate Taiwan for the achievements
of the Straits Exchange Foundation. | look for-
ward to the SEF’s continued contributions in
cultivating peace and prosperity across the
Taiwan Strait for many years to come.
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