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an offer. The gentleman wants to talk
about the President. Article I of the
Constitution says we need to do this.
This is our responsibility. The people
elected us to do it. And the people
elected us to reach agreement.

And how do you reach agreement?
This is what I want. This is what you
want. We have come up. We have
moved; pretty substantially. We think
it was appropriate to move. Now we are
asking you, are you prepared to move
from the position you have taken con-
sistently at your figure, which a lot of
your folks think has problems in its
constituent parts?
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I'm asking you, and I can’t get an an-
swer, and you apparently are not going
to make a counteroffer as to, okay, we
took 100, we passed it, couldn’t pass the
Senate, you offered something in re-
turn. And what I mean by ‘‘you,” the
Senate didn’t pass it. The gentleman is
absolutely correct. But we Democrats
have made the offer here and there of
the $51 billion. The President has indi-
cated he could sign that. He said that
publicly.

Now, that’s our offer sitting on the
table. My suspicion is you’ve rejected
that offer. And if you have rejected it,
what is your counteroffer? That is my
question.

I yield to the gentleman.

Mr. CANTOR. I thank the gentleman
again.

Not to belabor the point, but I did
say, Mr. Speaker, that there were not
60 votes in the Senate for the offer he
speaks of. In fact, there were more
votes for the $60 billion off of the cur-
rent funding levels that is our plan. So
there is really no offer on the table
that is valid because it can’t pass the
Senate.

What is the Democratic Senate’s
offer on the table? The gentleman
rightfully says it is up to us in Con-
gress. The people elect us to try and
come together and agree upon a spend-
ing plan. What is the offer? There is no
offer that could pass in the Senate. We
passed the House version. We know
where the House stands. So I'm just
having difficulty in understanding
where the offer is.

Again, Mr. Speaker, I think the gen-
tleman has made his points. He is frus-
trated because he sees there is no
movement because the Senate has been
unable to get an offer on the table that
can garner 60 votes. So the gentleman
wants us to negotiate with ourselves.
No. We want to cut spending and keep
the government open. That’s why we’re
in the position we are, to do another
stopgap measure so that we can hope-
fully iron out some differences, cooper-
ate in trying to keep the government
open, and cut spending so that people
in the private sector get back to work.

Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman.

As I understand what the gentleman
is saying, if the Senate can’t get 60
votes—which, of course, we have seen
the gridlock for a long period of time
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where the Senate can’t get 60 votes—
that we’re not going to go anywhere
from the offer that he’s made to pass
something that can, in fact, garner 60
votes in the Senate.

I regret that the Senate, frankly,
didn’t get 60 votes for our offer. And he
is correct that he got a few more votes
for H.R. 1 than was gotten for the Sen-
ate majority leader’s counteroffer. But
the fact of the matter is this is really
an issue between the Republicans and
the Democrats.

Senator MCCONNELL has said, as I
know the majority leader says, we’ll
pass what the House passes. That’s
what he said. Now, if that’s the case,
then we need to pass something that
can garner 60 votes over there. We
know that H.R. 1 couldn’t get 60 votes.
We know that Senator REID’S proposal
couldn’t get 60 votes.

And if we’re going to move this gov-
ernment forward and not fund it on 2-
week cycles—and Senator MCCAIN has
said that funding the Defense Depart-
ment on 2-week or 3-week cycles is un-
dermining our national security. So
there is no disagreement that doing
things 2 weeks at a time does not make
sense. And if the gentleman’s view is
simply you will not make some offer
that we think—and we can have a dis-
cussion about trying to come to agree-
ment on that—that we can get 60 votes
for in the Senate and we’re going to
fund it on 2-week cycles, I say to my
friend, that’s going to be damaging to
the economy, create great uncertainty,
and undermine our national security.
And I would hope that the gentleman
would see fit to determine where we
can meet somewhere in the middle.

We think we’ve come 51 percent of
the way towards your hundred. To-
wards your hundred. You keep talking
about 60. That was not your pledge.
Your pledge was 100. And the way you
got to 100 was to count the 41. We’'ve
done that. We’ve done another 10. So
we’ve come, we think, 51 percent of the
way. You don’t count it that way, and
we understand that. But whatever way
we come, we need to move on.

You won the majority. God bless you.
I'm sorry about that, but I live with it,
and there it is. You have the majority.
And with the majority, you have the
responsibility to see if we can move
this country forward. That’s what
Newt Gingrich said. And you can’t be
the perfectionist caucus, as he referred
to, of sticking just at a number that
doesn’t have the votes in the United
States Senate.

And if we’re going to be on this 2-
week cycle, I will tell my friend, you
may keep passing these 2 weeks at a
time. None of us want to shut down
government. But I will tell you that
while I and my colleagues, some of my
colleagues, may vote to do this one
more time, for me, it’s the last time.
We need to have a plan to fund this
government for the balance of the fis-
cal year to September 30. It is irrespon-
sible for us not to have that. And just
each of us sticking to our number, you
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sticking to your number, and just
pointing fingers at one another saying
‘““the Senate can’t get 60 votes for any-
thing we propose” will not serve our
country or our people.

I yield back the balance of my time.

———

ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY,
MARCH 14, 2011

Mr. CANTOR. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns today, it adjourn to
meet on Monday next, when it shall
convene at noon for morning-hour de-
bate and 2 p.m. for legislative business.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia?

There was no objection.

———
RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF DR. MICHAEL
ALESSANDRI

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to recognize a great indi-
vidual of my south Florida community,
Dr. Michael Alessandri, for his work
with children and young adults who
have been diagnosed with autism. Dr.
Alessandri, a professor of psychology
at my alma mater, the University of
Miami, will be honored at the Kesher
Annual Scholarship Journal Dinner to
celebrate his commitment to this
amazing organization.

Kesher, an organization that provides
an academic and Jewish education to
children with special needs, was formed
in 1995 with two classrooms and 20 stu-
dents. Today, with the help of Dr.
Alessandri, the organization is shaping
the lives of over 80 children and young
adults with autism through their per-
sonalized student curriculum. Dr.
Allesandri’s dedication to helping chil-
dren and young adults with autism ob-
tain an education has been funda-
mental to the success of Kesher.

Once again, I would like to congratu-
late Dr. Alessandri and all of the staff,
faculty, and parents and the students
of Kesher, and hope others follow his
lead in making our community a better
place in which to live.

———

LEASE EXTENSION AND SECURE
ENERGY ACT OF 2011

(Mr. FLORES asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FLORES. Mr. Speaker, unem-
ployment is still at nearly 9 percent, $4
gasoline is on the way, and the Obama
administration still doesn’t get it.
They’ve locked up our domestic energy
resources through the recently issued
Wild Lands order, which had no con-
gressional authority, and they con-
tinue to pursue regulatory drilling
moratoria.
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