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engaged in the struggle for human rights. We 
stand with all those who uphold the right of 
women and men to self-expression, self-deter-
mination, and a decent standard of living for 
themselves and their families. We stand for 
the efforts of all women to have an equal 
voice and representation in their communities 
and nations. We stand for connection, not divi-
sion: for building bridges of understanding 
across every divide. 

We celebrate the power of mothers, sisters, 
and daughters to nurture the feminine in them-
selves and others, to remind us that we win 
when we win together and we all lose when 
we practice violence, revenge, demeaning the 
’other’ and spreading fear of those who are 
different from ourselves. Women by every 
name have the same message, and it’s our 
message too: Love and respect one another, 
and win peace by peaceful means—voice by 
voice, peace by peace. 

f 

VINNY PADILLA 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 14, 2011 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Vinny Padilla 
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service 
Ambassadors for Youth award. Vinny Padilla 
is a 7th grader at Drake Middle School and re-
ceived this award because his determination 
and hard work have allowed him to overcome 
adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Vinny 
Padilla is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Vinny Padilla for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all his future accom-
plishments. 
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A TRIBUTE TO DONNA JONES 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 14, 2011 

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of Ms. Donna Jones. 

With an entertainment career that expands 
over thirty years, Ms. Jones has been using 
her talents to educate and expose others to 
the industry. Graduating from high school at 
the age of fifteen, Ms. Jones set out to take 
over the world by being the first black traveling 
journalist. Her career began at NBC (Channel 
4), where she worked on a variety of popular 
shows, such as Saturday Night Live and The 
Cosby Show. 

While attending a Saturday seminar at her 
alma mater L.I.U., Ms. Jones met Spike Lee, 
Monty Ross and other members of 40 Acres 
and a Mule Filmworks. They introduced her to 
comedienne/actress Phyllis Yvonne Stickney, 
who she started managing personally and pro-

fessionally. From there, Ms. Jones found her-
self negotiating contracts and business deals 
throughout the entertainment industry. When 
Ms. Stickney became the opening act for Patti 
LaBelle, fortune smiled upon Ms. Jones once 
again and she became part of the LaBelle 
team, putting together traveling tours. 

Being the constant networker, Ms. Jones 
had continuous opportunities to meet industry 
leaders and work on large films, TV shows 
and other projects. Ms. Jones eventually 
transitioned to work with Virginia Tech Univer-
sity’s School of the Arts Management Team. 
While at Virginia Tech, she also obtained a 
Master’s Degree and produced shows edu-
cating the community on the tremendous work 
of Moms Mabley, Paul Lawrence Dunbar and 
Denmark Vesey. 

With her writing, organizational and net-
working skills, Ms. Jones is always reaching 
out to others to afford them an opportunity to 
realize their own dreams and goals. Under-
standing the impact the industry has on young 
minds, she formed the organization LEAD Inc. 
The organization exposes young adults in fail-
ing schools to thousands of jobs that support 
the entertainment business and allows these 
individuals to put together the parallels be-
tween entertainment and education. 

Ms. Jones is grateful for her opportunities to 
work with Congressman EDOLPHUS ‘‘ED’’ 
TOWNS, Senator John Sampson, and other 
local politicians; these experiences increased 
her ability to help others. Ms. Jones attributes 
her achievements to God first who orches-
trates our journeys and her wonderful family 
who exposed her early to the business of en-
tertainment. But she is most proud of the per-
son she is and the character they have im-
parted in her. ‘‘When God uses my hands to 
help others realize their journey, it frees me to 
complete the journey he has designed for 
me!’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to join 
me in recognizing Ms. Donna Jones. 
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RECOGNIZING THE MONTH OF OC-
TOBER AS FAMILY HISTORY 
MONTH 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 14, 2011 

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize October as Family His-
tory Month. 

The study of family history gives individuals 
a sense of heritage and sense of responsibility 
in carrying out a legacy that their ancestors 
began. The involvement of national, state, and 
local officials in encouraging genealogy and 
providing family history records in archives 
and libraries is an important factor in the suc-
cessful perception of nationwide participation 
and support. Our nation’s libraries and ar-
chives hold treasured records that detail the 
history of our nation, states, communities, and 
citizens. Increasingly, individuals across our 
nation are embarking on genealogical jour-
neys, discovering who their ancestors were 
and learning how various forces have shaped 
their pasts. 

In the Commonwealth of Virginia, there is a 
high level of interest in genealogy and family 
history research throughout the state. Vir-

ginians contribute to our commonwealth’s rich 
cultural diversity and history, and it is impor-
tant to recognize the positive contributions to 
our society made by people throughout the 
history of our commonwealth. Through genea-
logical research, Virginians are finding re-
newed interests in history, languages, laws, 
and social science. Virginia’s libraries and ar-
chives contain records of history that detail the 
background of the Commonwealth of Virginia, 
our communities and our citizens. There are 
over 250 genealogical and historical societies, 
archives and libraries throughout the Com-
monwealth of Virginia to assist with family his-
tory research. 

Several genealogical research organizations 
and centers exist in Northern Virginia that in-
clude hundreds of members, giving significant 
research opportunities to the communities of 
Northern Virginia such as Fairfax County, 
which is an ethnically diverse jurisdiction in 
which nearly everyone has a family origin from 
another place. One such organization, the 
Mount Vernon Genealogical Society, has al-
most 300 paid members with 100 individuals 
meeting monthly and volunteers assisting the 
general public at its research center. The Fair-
fax Genealogical Society has approximately 
400 members with over 100 individuals meet-
ing monthly, and holds both a fall and spring 
conference. Within the Washington area, there 
are up to 40 lectures, seminars, and con-
ferences in a month. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me in recognizing October as Family History 
Month and celebrating the preservation of 
family and heritage within our communities, 
states, and nation. 
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RECOGNIZING THE EXCHANGE 
CLUB’S CELEBRATION OF 100 
YEARS OF COMMUNITY SERVICE 

HON. MARCY KAPTUR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, March 14, 2011 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to the National Exchange Club as 
it celebrates a centennial of service. The Na-
tional Exchange Club—a service organization 
with 700 clubs and over 22,000 members 
throughout the United States and Puerto 
Rico—will begin celebrating its 100th anniver-
sary March 27, 2011, with celebration events 
occurring throughout the year. 

To kick-off this milestone, the Exchange 
Clubs of the Toledo area will host a special 
ceremony on the date of the anniversary, Sun-
day, March 27, 2011, with dignitaries, mem-
bers and guests at the National Headquarters 
located in the city of Toledo. A display of 100 
American Flags on the front lawn will greet 
visitors who will be able to view a Freedom 
Shrine featuring a collection of 29 original his-
toric documents chronicling our nation’s jour-
ney to freedom, including the U.S. Constitu-
tion, the Declaration of Independence and 
several Presidential addresses. 

Founded on March 27, 1911 in Detroit, 
Michigan by businessmen who wanted to ‘‘ex-
change’’ ideas, the Exchange Club moved its 
headquarters to Toledo, Ohio, in 1917. 
Through a century, its volunteer efforts have 
supported the needs of the country and of 
local communities, making it the country’s old-
est American service organization operating 
exclusively in the United States. 
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With a focus on ‘‘Americanism’’ the Ex-

change Club promotes the grand ideal that our 
country plays a special role as a beacon of 
freedom, democracy, equality and inclusive-
ness. Living the ideal, the Exchange Club’s 
national project is the Prevention of Child 
Abuse. Exchange also sponsors activities de-
signed to benefit, award and develop our na-
tion’s youth, prevent crime, serve senior citi-
zens and recognize military and public safety 
service providers. Even as it remembers a 
century in practicing the ideals of ‘‘Ameri-
canism’’ in voluntary service to all citizens— 
from those who are vulnerable to those who 
protect—The Exchange Club moves forward 
to bring its mission into the next century. We 
honor the efforts of the members of the Ex-
change Club for leadership, vision, and com-
passion. Onward! 
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WALKER DESHAZER 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 14, 2011 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Walker 
DeShazer for receiving the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
Walker DeShazer is a 12th grader at Arvada 
West High School and received this award be-
cause his determination and hard work have 
allowed him to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Walker 
DeShazer is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Walker DeShazer for winning the Arvada 
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth 
award. I have no doubt he will exhibit the 
same dedication and character in all his future 
accomplishments. 
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A TRIBUTE TO BARBARA FISHER 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 14, 2011 

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of Ms. Barbara Fisher. 

Ms. Fisher was born and raised in Brooklyn, 
New York. She has been a homeowner in 
East New York since 1978 and has success-
fully nurtured three children (two sons and a 
daughter) in the community. Today, Ms. Fisher 
is a grandmother of seven children and a 
great-grandmother of four. 

Ms. Fisher began her postal career in 1966, 
as a clerk. She is a diligent worker and team 
player. While taking care of her children, Ms. 
Fisher took college courses in order to further 
her career with the Postal Service and suc-
cessfully worked her way up through several 
positions. She served as a Level 15 Super-
visor, Level 16 Tour Superintendent of Mails, 
Level 17 General Forman, Level 18 Tour Su-
perintendent and a Level 20 Assistant Man-
ager-Tour Superintendent of Postal Oper-

ations. During her tenure at the United States 
Post Office, Ms. Fisher also received the fol-
lowing accolades: a Patriotic Service Award, a 
Certificate of Appreciation for Twenty Years of 
Service and a Service Award Pin in Com-
memoration of Twenty Five Years of Service. 

As a member of several civic and religious 
organizations, Ms. Fisher is active within her 
community. She is involved with the Retire-
ment Division of the National Alliance of Fed-
eral Postal Employees and the American Post-
al Workers Union. She serves as President of 
the New Jersey Avenue Block Association and 
was the Vice President of the East New York 
Homeowners Association. Ms. Fisher received 
service awards from Assemblyman Darryl 
Towns and State Senator Thomas 
Bartosiewicz. In addition to her extensive com-
munity involvements, Ms. Fisher is a proud 
member of the St. Paul Baptist Church. 

Ms. Fisher states, ‘‘I was always concerned 
about improving the quality of life on my block 
and my community. She is a woman who 
works toward the betterment of others and 
sets an example for all to follow. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to join 
me in recognizing the life of Ms. Barbara Fish-
er. 

f 

‘‘WE MUST NOT LEAVE THEM 
WANTING’’ 

HON. STENY H. HOYER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 14, 2011 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I would like to put 
this important piece on early-childhood edu-
cation into the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. Its 
author is Jack Bailer, an outstanding Maryland 
educator and President of the Judith P. Hoyer 
Foundation, which promotes early-childhood 
education for Maryland’s at-risk children. 

WE MUST NOT LEAVE THEM WANTING 

By Jack Bailer 

‘‘For Want of a Nail’’ is a proverbial verse 
showing that actions—or inactions—which 
may seem insignificant can often have sig-
nificant consequences: 

For want of a nail, the shoe was lost. 
For want of a shoe, the horse was lost. 
For want of a horse, the rider was lost. 
For want of a rider, the battle was lost. 
For want of a battle, the kingdom was lost. 
And all for the want of a horseshoe nail. 
I suggest we could draw a strong parallel 

between the nail in the verse and a young 
child’s having (or not having) the benefit of 
one or two years’ participation in an early 
childhood (pre-kindergarten) education pro-
gram. 

Two examples of such programs would be 
‘‘Head Start’’ and Maryland’s 25 ‘‘Judy 
Hoyer Family Education Centers,’’ aka 
‘‘Judy Centers.’’ The Judy Centers offer 
early education for children from birth 
through five years of age. They also arrange 
for many other services to be provided to 
these children and their families—either lo-
cated on site year-round, or brought in on a 
visiting basis as needed. 

The primary candidates for these programs 
are three- and four-year-old children who are 
in home environments often referred to as 
‘‘economically and/or culturally disadvan-
taged.’’ This includes those who get little or 
no exposure to learning about the world 
around them, as well as those families where 
little or no English is spoken. 

Lacking experience in an early learning 
program, these children will enter kinder-
garten with a very low level of ‘‘readiness to 
learn.’’ 

You may ask, what is the difference be-
tween ‘‘readiness to learn’’ and actual learn-
ing? Sesame Street provides many examples 
throughout its episodes. Here are just two: 

When Grover gets out of breath repeatedly 
running back and forth from off in the dis-
tance yelling ‘‘This is far,’’ to face-in-the- 
camera panting ‘‘This is NEAR,’’ the child 
viewer learns the concept of Near vs. Far. 

When we see one of their spots with the 
song, ‘‘One of these things is not like the 
others; three of these things are kind of the 
same,’’ the child learns the concept of Same 
vs. Different. 

If you’d like more examples, ask any early 
childhood education professional and they’ll 
give you many, all falling under one or more 
of seven domains: Social Personal; Lan-
guage; Mathematical Thinking; Physical De-
velopment; Scientific Thinking; Social Stud-
ies; The Arts. 

For a child who has not had the pre-kin-
dergarten opportunity to achieve a ‘‘readi-
ness to learn’’ so essential for a successful K– 
12 experience, the sequence of consequences 
could look something like this: 

Grades K–3: For want of having acquired 
few if any readiness-to-learn experiences 
prior to kindergarten, a child doesn’t get the 
full value of what the teacher is saying. And 
often neither the child nor the teacher real-
izes that a point made by the teacher is 
missed because the child is lacking the ben-
efit of an earlier learning experience. 

Grades 4–6: For want of the cumulative ef-
fects of full value of instruction because of a 
weaker K–3 foundation, student progress dur-
ing this period is further diminished—espe-
cially in reading comprehension. 

Grades 7–8: For want of reading skills 
which even approach grade level, in the face 
of an increased need to be able to read to 
learn, the student slips further behind. 

Grades 9–10: For want of reading and learn-
ing skills which would make school inter-
esting and satisfying, the student becomes 
increasingly disconnected from class work 
and school in general. The student shows up 
less and less frequently, and even then it is 
more to be around their friends than to go to 
class. 

Grades 11–12: For want of any further in-
terest in or hope of ever catching up, the stu-
dent drops out, drifts for a while, maybe 
works at a menial job, and/or ends up in the 
criminal justice system. 

This discouraging sequence is not an exag-
geration. Longitudinal studies have been 
done—the most notable being the Chicago 
school system study. That study tracked two 
groups of students for over 20 years. One 
group had a strong beginning with the ben-
efit of a pre-kindergarten readiness-to-learn 
experience. The other group did not. 

By the time both groups were well beyond 
high school age, nearly all of those in the 
group with early childhood education were 
clearly on their way to living successful, pro-
ductive lives. Sadly, most of those in the 
other group were not. 

As for societal and budgetary impacts, one 
study showed that, for every one dollar spent 
on pre-kindergarten preparation for learn-
ing, seven dollars are saved on government 
spending for public safety, the justice sys-
tem, and the prison system. 

In the years ahead we will continue to face 
tough choices among priorities competing 
for limited public funds. I believe that over- 
arching all of these is the critical need to 
give every young child a preparation for 
learning upon which to grow intellectually 
for the rest of their lives. Among the bene-
fits we get are: A more highly skilled work 
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